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A ball of rice bringing 
evacuees a sense of comfort

The Japan earthquake evacuees participate in making a ball of rice for their meals 
at Onagawa in Miyagi Prefecture on March 17 (Courtesy of Jiji Press)

By Barbara Ito in Ehime

If everything you knew and 
loved vanished in an instant, and 
you found yourself living in an 
evacuation center in the midst 
of strangers, what could possibly 
bring you a sense of comfort, a 
feeling of the familiar? For the 
people of northeastern Japan who 
experienced the massive March 
11th earthquake and tsunami, the 
answer has come in the form of 
a ball of rice. This is not special 
rice, just the rice that everyone 
eats daily, formed into a ball 
about twice the size of an egg. 

Looking at a picture of vol-
unteers making rice balls for the 
victims, you might not realize 

how totally appropriate this 
activity is. In the U.S., we are 
not accustomed to eating our 
rice molded into balls. In fact, 
we would be hard-put to get our 
long grain rice to form a ball 
that could be picked up without 
disintegrating. The short grain 
rice that is standard in Japan is 
stickier and easily forms into a 
ball. 

Originally, rice balls were 
portable food. Molded in damp 
hands with just a bit of salt and 
wrapped in bamboo leaves, they 
resisted spoiling and were taken 
for lunch or carried along when 
traveling. 

The famous Etsuko and Joe 
Price Collection is one of the 
finest assemblages of Japanese 
art in the world, and on April 
16, the Bowers Museum in 
Santa Ana will unveil the first of 
two exhibitions showcasing the 
Collection’s crown jewels. 

Ito Jakuchu: A Man with 
No Age is on view April 16 to 
June 12, 2011. It is the first ever 
exhibit dedicated solely to Jaku-
chu. On June 18 through July 
10, 2011, the Bowers presents 
Masterpieces from the Price 
Collection, which features the 
celebrated landscape, portrait 
and naturalistic paintings of 
Maruyama Okyo, Nagasawa 
Rosetsu, Mori Sosen and other 
master painters of the Edo Pe-
riod (1615-1868), a remarkably 
creative era of eclectic diversity 
in Japan’s illustrious visual art 
history.

The distinctive and breathtak-
ing renderings of animal life by 
Jakuchu relate a common theme 
of traditional Japanese subjects 
such as chickens, birds, roosters, 
cockatoos, parrots, tigers and 
phoenixes. His traditional works 
exhibit a fascinating degree of 
experimentation with perspec-
tive, and with other very modern 
stylistic elements.

Born in Japan in 1715, Jaku-
chu was a vegetable seller and 
a Buddhist monk, while living a 
life devoted to illuminating the 
beauty of nature with the magi-
cal stroke of the artist’s brush. 

He took his brush well be-
yond just skill, separating him 
from all other artists of his era 
– and beyond. His works are 
diverse and so coupled with the 
heart of nature that they have an 
ageless quality and appeal. His 
paintings have left an indelible 
mark, a stroke far beyond the 
capabilities of most painters.

"Whenever I look at pieces 
by Ito Jakuchu,” Price says, “I 
remember the quote attributed to 

Ito Jakuchu (1716-1800) Tiger (Detail) 1755, Hanging scroll, color on silk, 85.3 x 37.6 
in (Courtesy of Bowers Museum) 

World-renowned Price Collection featuring 18th century 
Japanese painting on view at Bowers Museum, Santa Ana

Rice Ball Continued on page 5

Jakuchu Continued on page 2

Jakuchu in a book by Professor 
Nobuo Sensei: 'Many painters 
paint contented only by skill, 
and yet nobody can go beyond 
skill. This is why I am different 
from others.’” 

Joe Price bought his first 
painting, which happened to be 
a Jakuchu, over a half century 
ago while browsing in a small 
store on Madison Avenue in 
New York City with his close 
friend, Frank Lloyd Wright.  

From the moment Price saw 
his first painting, he fell for 
the technical skill of Jakuchu, 
who could eloquently depict 
an animal's form and expres-
sion with a single line and paint 
decidedly detailed images with 
overlapping shapes, accom-
plished without a single line of 
ink crossing another.

“Ito Jakuchu was unique 
and unbounded, uninhibited by 
regulation or instruction,” Price 

says. “He goes beyond skill with 
his resultant shapes of leaves, 
figures, animals, and objects. 
The empty spaces in his works 
are as important to the scroll as 
the painted objects themselves.  
It is hard to believe that there 
is usually only one layer of 
paint on a scroll or even on a 
screen."

Museum goers will share the 



By Andy Matsuda

The world is concerned about 
radiation leaks from the crippled nuclear 
power plants in Fukushima, Japan. I 

am watching the se-
quence of events of 
the nuclear accident 
everyday.

This is a very sad 
thing. But at the same 
time, it is a good time 
to think about our 
eating habits and our 
environment.  

A strong element 
of Japanese cuisine 
is seasonableness. 

Crops in season are the best foods to eat 
and the most economical. Harvesting in 
the neighborhood results in fresh food, 
and time and gas is not wasted in deliv-
ering the goods to the consumers. 

When you are eating California 
Rolls, do you know which kind of 
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Andy Matsuda

Chef’s cutting board: Can you tell when 
is the best season for California rolls?

avocado is best? The dark skinned 
avocado is harvested during the summer 
in California. There are other kinds of 
avocado raised in California, too, and 
many avocados are imported from 
South American countries.  But my 
recommendation is the dark skinned 
avocado in California

Chefs of Japanese cuisine are taught 
meticulously how to find the best 
seasonable foods and how to cook them 
in the best way.

In our fast food culture, we lose a 
sense of seasons or knowledge about 
seasonable foods. If more people 
would become aware of the selections 
of seasonable foods, our diets would 
be healthier. And we may find more 
enjoyment in cooking during each 
season.     

Andy Matsuda is the founder and the 
chief instructor of Sushi Chef Institute in 
Los Angeles. For more information, visit 
www.sushischool.net or www.facebook.
com/andy.matsuda.   

same sense of wonder and amazement 
that Price experienced upon seeing his 
first Jakuchu paintings as they view these 
extravagant works with an unexpectedly 
modern appearance.

Jakuchu’s paintings are unique in that 
when lighting or shadows pass behind his 
silk screen canvas, it projects a different 
perspective of the work, almost like an 
illusion. His works attest to the liveliness 
and diversity that characterize Japanese 
art during the prosperous Edo period. 
His technique, along with the eccentric 
personalities of his subjects, secured his 
position as one of finest individualist Edo 
Period master painters in history.

Of his world-famous Collection and 
the specific paintings that will exhibit at 
Bowers Museum, Joe Price says: "The 
collection was quite random and had no 
purpose in the early years since there 
was little knowledge to guide it. Almost 
nothing had been written about Edo art 
in English, and no one, at least in central 
Oklahoma [where he previously lived be-
fore moving to Corona Del Mar, Calif.], 
appreciated these strange objects I was 
bringing home. 

Even after I first arrived in Japan in 
1963, I was amazed that no one seemed 
to care about this art that was so abun-
dant.  Since there was no hype concern-
ing these paintings, I never truly felt that 
I was collecting art.  Instead, I was just 
buying what pleased me.  Compared to 
building pipelines, searching for Edo 

paintings was heavenly.”
Paintings of this genre were the be-

ginning of a wondrous journey through 
Japanese history, culture, and art that will 
be recorded in this exhibition.

"What may have started out as an 
insignificant hobby has now turned into 
something much more meaningful to 
me,” Price says. “My collection gave my 
life a new purpose, for I wanted the pub-
lic to experience for themselves the same 
immense joy that this art has brought to 
me. I hope people can see my collection 
as much more than an accumulation of 
scrolls and screens. 

It is like an album of images to be 
compared side by side to not just look 
at the different works, but to learn from 
them as well.  

I want everyone to examine the dif-
ferences between the great masters, their 
gifted students, and those that, in the 
process of learning, attempted to copy 
their works. The Etsuko and Joe Price 
Collection is not intended to be seen as 
just a collection – it hopefully should be 
an experience."

Bowers Museum is located at 2002 
North Main Street. Santa Ana, CA 92706. 
Open hours are Tuesday – Sunday, 10 
am – 4 pm. Admission is $12 adults; $9 
students and seniors over 62; and children 
under 6 are free. Under the Target Free 
First Sunday program, all visitor will be 
granted free access to the museum on the 
first Sunday of each month.

For more information, call (714) 
567-3600 or log on to www.bowers.org. 
 

Jakuchu continuted from page 1

A scene from the film “When a Woman Ascends the 
Stairs” featuring Miss Hideko Takamine. (Courtesy 
Toho Co., Ltd.)

1960 Japanese film 
featuring Hideko 
Takamine to be screened

The Japanese American Cultural and 
Community Center in Los Angeles and 
Cinefamily present the Katsudo Shashin 
(Moving Pictures) film series, a retro-
spective of the Golden Era of Japanese 
cinema with the film “When a Woman 
Ascends the Stairs” at the Cinefamily 
Theatre at 611 North Fairfax Avenue, 
West Hollywood, CA 90048, (323) 655-
2510, on Tuesday April 26 at 8 pm.

Directed by the highly influential 
Mikio Naruse, “When a Woman As-
cends the Stairs” features the recently 
deceased Hideko Takamine, as well as 
Daisuke Kato of “The Seven Samu-
rai,” and young Tatsuya Nakadai who 
would soon catch the world’s attention 
in “Yojimbo.” 

The 1960 Japanese drama tells the 
story of a widowed bar hostess who 
struggles with the choice to open her 
own place or get married for security, 
struggling to maintain her independence 
in a male-dominated society. 

Actress Yoko Sugi will be present 

to discuss her experience with the late 
Naruse and Takamine. The tickets are 
$10 general admission, and $7 for 
JACCC members. Member discounts 
can only be attained at the Cinefamily 
Box Office.

For more information, call JACCC at  
(213) 628-2725 ext. 133.

 

“Bamboo and Petals III” exhibition in collaboration 
with Price Collection at Japanese American Cultural 
and Community Center in Los Angeles.

Flower arrangement exhibition using bamboo baskets
borrowed from Price Collection, April 17 – May 8

The Japanese American Cultural 
and Community Center in Los Angeles  
presents the first exhibition in its Spring 
2011 Season, Bamboo and Petals from 
Sunday, April 17 to Sunday, May 8 at 
the George J. Doizaki Gallery, featuring 
Japanese Bamboo Baskets adorned with 
works by three distinct flower schools 
from the Los Angeles Ikebana chapter, 
Sogetsu, Ikenobo, and Ohara-Ryu. 

The three schools will also lead 

an “On the Veranda Lecture Series” 
program on Sunday, May 1 at 1 pm, in 
JACCC’s exquisite Garden Room.

JACCC’s ongoing dedication to 
showcasing some of the finest work in 
Japanese bamboo baskets presents a 
fascinating selection from the private 
collection of Etsuko and Joe Price. 

In addition, the exhibit will incorpo-
rate works by three of the longest-stand-
ing and highly respected chapters of 
flower arrangement in Southern Califor-
nia, creating a unique collaboration. 

The exhibit is free and open to the 
public. In light of recent events, the 
flower arrangements will be in honor of 
the Tohoku earthquake victims.

Complimenting the exhibit, at “On 
the Veranda Lecture Series” on May 1 at 
1 pm, Sogetsu, Ikenobo, and Ohara-Ryu 
will lead a lecture and demonstration, 
where the Sogetsu Flower School will 
transform the garden into a sculptural 
installation of flower arrangement. The 
lecture is $20 general admission, $18 
for seniors and students, and $15 for 
JACCC members.

As space is limited for this program, 
reservations are highly recommended. 
For more information or reservations, 
call (213) 628-2725 ext. 133.

Japanese American Cultural and 
Community Center, George J. Doizaki 
Gallery, is located at 244 South San Pe-
dro Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012. For 
more information, visit www.jaccc.org 
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Yellow Magic Orchestra consists of Ryuichi Sakamoto, Yukihiro Takahashi, and Haruomi Hosono. (Courtesy 
of Los Angeles Philharmonic)  

Electro-pop pioneers Yellow Magic 
Orchestra will return to their first Los 
Angeles show since 1979, plus a Cibo 
Matto reunion, rare U.S. appearances 
by Buffalo Daughter and DJ Towa Tei, 
traditional kabuki dance, taiko drum-
ming, visuals, and more!

This Los Angeles Philharmonic 
program wil l  be  held  on Sun-

Big names in Japanese pop music gather for 
concert spanning genres & generations, June 26

day, June 26, at  7:00 pm at Hol-
lywood Bowl, 2301 North High-
land Ave, Hollywood, CA 90068,  
(323) 850-2000

Artists: Yellow Magic Orchestra, 
Cibo Matto, Buffalo Daughter, Towa 
Tei, Taiko Center of Los Angeles 
directed by Rev. Tom Kurai, Eric J. 
Lawrence, host.

Asian Traditional Dance & Music 
Foundation, Inc. and Wakahisa-kai 
present the summer recital and workshop 
of traditional Japanese dances at Martin 
Luther King Auditorium inside the 
Santa Monica City Library, 601 Santa 
Monica Blvd, Santa Monica, CA 90401 
on Saturday, May 14, from 1 pm to 4 
pm. Admission free. The programs are 
following:   

Renjishi: The story of “Renjishi” was 
excerpted from the famous Noh play of  
“Shakkyo" which originally came from 
China. “Renjishi” is a solemn dance. 
A father lion realizes that his cub is ready 
to leave the nest. He pushes the cub over 
the cliff. And the cub rolls down to the 
bottom of the ravine. Soon the cub climes 
back up to his father. This is a training for 
the cub to become independent. 

Furyu-Funazoroe: The dance 
describes various boats such as boats 
sailing in the ocean of spring, cargo boats 
in Sumida River, recreational boats with 
roof. This dance depicts the details of the 
Edo (currently Tokyo) atmosphere.

 Kanda Matsuri: Kanda Matsuri 

Tenaraiko: In the Edo era, a young girl with a 
parasol loiters on her way home from school. She 
chases butterflies and dances in a field of spring. 
(Courtesy of Wakahisa-kai)

Traditional Japanese dance recital at Santa Monica, May 14

(festival) is one of the most popular fes-
tivals in Edo. A boss and a geisha dance 
cheerfully together with trendy and rak-
ish character.

For info, call Wakahisa-kai at (714) 
826-3169 or www.wakahisakai.com 

The year of 2012 will mark the 100th 
anniversary of the original planting of 
the cherry trees by the Potomac River in 
Washington, D.C. in 1912. The planting 
the cherry trees was officially the present 
from the Tokyo Mayor Yukio Ozaki to 
Mrs. Taft, wife of the U.S. President.

But the driving forces of this goodwill 
movement was Japan-born Jokichi 
Takamine, successful chemist and 
businessman in New York City. Film 
“Takamine” depicts the life of Takamine 
and the story of meeting Mrs. Eliza 

Film “Takamine” depicting the behind scene story of planning 
cherry trees by the Potomac, April 10, 1:00 PM & 6:00 PM

Rushamah Scidmore who had been 
fascinated by the beauty of cherry blossom 
trees in Japan. Presented by Aurora 
Foundation, the screening will take place 
at the David Henry Hwang Theater, 120 
Judge John Aiso Street, Little Tokyo, Los 
Angeles, CA 90012, on Sunday, April 10, 
at 1:00 pm and 6:00 pm. Tickets are $12 
at door, $10 advanced discount. www.
auroraevent.org

The 2011 Japan Film Festival held 
on April 9, 10, 16 & 17 in Hollywood, 
Little Tokyo and Irvine. www.jffla.org

April 1 (Friday) 7:00 pm to 9:00 
pm  Grove Community Church, 19900 
Grove Community Drive, Riverside, 
CA 92508. Playing for a Cause: Ben-
efit Concert. Presented by the City of 
Riverside, a sister city of Sendai, All 
proceeds will go directly to Sendai via 
the International Relations Council of 
Riverside. Sally Bondy at (951) 850-
1668, Sbondy@verizon.net.   www.
MLKBand.com

April 3 (Sunday) 8:00 pm  Scripps 
College’s Garrison Theater in Clare-
mont. Multimedia Benefit Concert. 
Sponsored by the Scripps College 
President’s Office and Dean of Faculty’s 
Office. All donations will go to directly 
to the victim compensation funds ad-
ministered by Miyagi Prefectural Gov-
ernment. Scripps College Performing 
Arts Center, (909) 607-3266.

April 9 (Saturday) 6:30 pm Union 
Church, 401 East Third Street (Little 
Tokyo), Los Angeles, CA 90013. Japan 
Earthquake Relief Charity Concert. 
Genre: Classic music, modern music, 
and traditional and contemporary 
Japanese music. All donation will be 
sent to Japan through Consulate General 
of Japan in Los Angeles. (818) 703-
0208, stakase@earthlink.net

April 10 (Sunday) 2:00 pm Bel Air. 
Help Iwate, Japan Charity Concert and 
Sushi.

Organized by the Iwate Prefecture 
Association of Southern California. 

Japan Earthquake Relief Events in April
Genre: Classic and Jazz. All proceeds 
will be sent to the Iwate Prefecture 
Disaster Relief Charity Committee of 
Iwate Prefectual Government. RSVP, 
tarowayama@gmail.com  

April 1 – 10, 11:00 am to 7:00 pm 
Woori-Mart Galleria, 2nd floor, #203 
and hall, 333 South Alameda Street, Los 
Angeles, CA 90013. The Fundraising for 
9.0 Big Tsunami of Japan, March 11, by 
LELA. Genre: Art exhibition 

April 17 (Sunday) 6:30 pm Cerritos 
Park East, 13234 East 166th Street, 
Cerritos, CA 90703. 3.11 Japan Relief 
Concert. Sponsored by the City of 
Cerritos. Genre: Classical music. 
Performers: 19 musicians who perform 
with the Los Angeles Philharmonic. 
Donation will go directly to Japan via 
the U.S.-Japan Council Earthquake 
Relief Fund. Ticket reservation at the 
Cerritos City’s Recreation Services 
Division, (562) 916-1254. 

April 28 (Thursday) 5:00 pm 
– 8:00 pm Cabrillo Arts Pavillion, 1118 
East Cabrillo Blvd, Santa Barbara, CA 
93103. Fundraiser for tunami damage 
to Toba, Santa Barbara’s sister city in 
Japan. Toba suffered $24 million in 
losses to their oyster and seaweed (nori) 
farms during the tsunami. Check may be 
made payable to Toba Tsunami Relief c/
o Oysters and Pearls, 10 Fairwood Lane, 
Santa Barbara, CA 93103. The Santa 
Barbara Toba Sister City Organization, 
(805) 964-7559, wakita@cox.net 
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In Minami-soma, Fukushima Prefecture, a luxurious house is standing among debris. (Photo by Chea 
Japan)

In Minami-soma, nothing of any shape remains, except for occasional roofs, leaving the entire region as 
a huge mud plain with only roads running through it. (Photo by Chea Japan)

Firsthand Experience of Japan Earthquake

A doctor continues practice in indoor 
confinement area near stricken 
nuclear power plant
By Hiro Inaba in Tokyo
Translated by Prof. Aki Hirota of Cal 
State University, Northridge

Mr. Hiro Inaba, a Burbank resident, 
heads "Chea Japan," which promotes 
church- and home-schooling in Japan. 
Having arrived in Tokyo on March 
10th, the day before the Great Tohoku 
and Kanto Earthquake, Mr. Inaba 
experienced the serious natural disaster 
firsthand. As of March 25th, he is still in 
Japan, participating in relief activities 
by "Chea Japan" in the hard-hit areas. 
Below is Mr. Inaba's report, describing 
the actual conditions of the devastated 
region.

At 6 A.M., March 25th, I am writing 
this, praying that the nuclear power plant 
accident will continue to head toward 
successful containment.  News programs 
are reporting that radioactive materials 
have been detected in the tap water of 
Tokyo municipality and mineral water 
has been distributed to mothers with 
infants.

For the past several days I have been 
engaged in urgent support efforts in 
Sendai and Fukushima. I visited Higashi-
matsushima City, Ishinomaki City, and 
yesterday I entered Shinchi-machi Town 
in Fukushima Prefecture and  Soma City. 
In Minami-soma City, we were able to 
deliver emergency supplies to the spot 25 
kilometers (15.6 mile) from Fukushima 
Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant. This area, 
being between 20 kilometers (12.5 
miles) and 30 kilometers (18.8 miles) 
from the nuclear plant, is designated as 
"Area where the residents should remain 
indoors."

On our ways to Minami-soma City 
three policemen at a check point  approved 
us to pass, noting, "25 kilometers is as far 
as one could venture to go. The clinic 
may lie exactly on that border line." One 
of the policemen wore a black metal 
mask covering his entire face, looking 
just like a knight with full head gear. 

The very clean city was a ghost town 

Minami-soma Continued on page 5

I am Sakiko Sato, 21-year-old, a college 
student. I was born and grew up in Sendai, 
Miyagi. I currently study at Tohoku Gakuin 
University, the department of liberal arts. 
I’m majoring in language and culture and 
turning senior this coming spring. I was an 
exchange student at Franklin & Marshall 
College, Pennsylvania from 2009-10.

March 11 -  I was in Shinjyuku, Tokyo, 
when the earthquake stroke north-east Ja-

pan. I felt the strong 
shock with the seis-
mic intensity of 5-plus 
there (7 in Miyagi).  
I had reserved a bus 
which headed off to 
Sendai since before 
the earthquake, so I 
got on it. 

       I later heard that all 
the busses running to 
north-east should not 
have departed, how-
ever the driver could 

not have a contact with his company because 
of the power failure in the areas at that time. 
we left Tokyo at the driver’s own discretion. 
 
March 12 - Tohoku expressway was 
all closed. Our bus took the local road 
avoiding certain areas damaged by mud-
slides. The route was Tokyo - Saitama 
– Tochigi - Fukushima - Miyagi, and took 
27 hours  (usually 6 hours through the 
expressway).

March 13 - No water, gas and electric-
ity at home.  All of my family went 
out for shopping and drawing water. 

March 14 - Only electricity has restored. We 
went out for shopping and drawing water. 
Researching our missing relatives’ safety. 

March 15 - We went out for shopping and 
drawing water. Researching our missing 
relatives’ safety.

Email from Sakiko Sato on March 15

Hello everyone.
First, I want to thank you all for thinking 

of us. Arigato!

I am writing the recent situation that I 
actually see and hear at this point.

 
I live in Sendai which is located in the 

central area in the prefecture called Miyagi. 
Miyagi is the most damaged area because of 
this serious earthquake in Japan. 

But, of course, all the area especially 
in north-east Japan are deadly damaged 
today. 

 
It is really difficult to get food to eat. 

People are standing in line in front of 
supermarkets and convenience stores to buy 
food and water, but stores no longer have 
things to sell.

We can somehow get food at evacuation 
areas such as schools, but they only supply 
two rice-balls per day or so. 

We can also get water to drink there, but 

Firsthand Experience of Japan Earthquake 

“PLEASE READ TO KNOW 
WHAT IS HAPPENING NOW” 
Excerpts from email by Sakiko Sato in Sendai, Japan

have to stand in long line.
We also need gasoline.

Most of the gasoline stations have closed 
because of the earthquake, but there are 
some stations opening we can get gas.

But countless of people are coming and 
it takes more than 8 hours to get a little 
amount of gas.

We need to ride a car to go out to get 
food and water, to visit families and friends 
to know their safety, and (it is really hard to 
say) to go to mortuaries to check our friends' 
and families' dead bodies.

But at least it's fortunate if they could 
identify friends' and families' dead bodies.

There are still twenty-thousand of bodies 
on the shores and under the broken houses 
that rescue parties haven't reached yet.

 
Water, electricity and gas have all stopped 

in most of the area except downtown area.
Shinkansen (bullet trains) has stopped.
Regular trains have stopped. Some sta-

tions are now under the water.
Buses are running only in certain areas.
Air plains can not fly in my prefecture. 

Sendai airport is now under the water.
 
People are all stressed out.
 
Fortunately, it has been warm and sunny 

the past few days.
However, today it is going to be snowy 

and extremely freezing in north-east Ja-
pan.

A lot of people are staying at evacuation 
areas without heaters.

They no longer have home to go back.

These are only limited information I 
know.

The situation may be (and will be) much 
worse. 

We are all trying hard to survive this 
crisis. 

We all need YOUR help.

March 16 - We went out for shopping and 
drawing water. Researching our missing 
relatives' safety.

Email from Sakiko Sato on March 16

Hi,
It is snowing and literally freezing today.

The temperature has risen up a little around 
noon, but it is going down as the sun sets.

 
According to the NHK news, 440,000 

people have been staying at evacuation 
areas.

Quite a lot of them have to stay without 
heaters.

They don't have enough blankets for 
each person. 

Elderly people and kids freeze. 
 
Kids need milk.
Elderly people need medical treatment. 
Everyone needs food, water, blankets 

and heaters.

S a k i k o  S a t o  i n 
Sendai

Sakiko Sato Continued on page 7
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In Minami-soma, the area between 20 kilometers and 30 kilometers from the stricken nuclear power 
plant, is designated as “Indoor-Confinement” The traffic sign is read as “Evacuate into Indoor.” (Photo 
by Chea Japan)

At a check point in Minami-soma, a policeman wears a black metal mask covering his entire face. (Photo 
by Chea Japan)

with not a soul to be seen. Of course, 
there were no pedestrians and stores were 
closed with shutters. A few cars come and 
go occasionally, while only the traffic 
lights continue to change from green 
to yellow and to red. Orange letters run 
across the electronic sign board above 
the traffic lights: "Due to a nuclear plant 
accident, those in the area between 20 
and 30 kilometers must take shelter in 
their own homes!" 

Higashi-matsushima and Ishinomaki 
were bustling with overflowing volunteers 
from all over the country. But once one 
sets foot in Fukushima Prefecture, 
not a single volunteer can be seen; in 
Shinchi-machi Town or Soma City, 
and in Minami-soma City within the 30 
kilometer radius. 

We found the clinic run by Dr. Kyohei 
Takahashi, Obstetrician and gynecologist, 
about three minute drive from the City 
Office. Dr. Takahashi did take shelter in 
an evacuation center, but he returned to 
the city when he learned that people were 
still in town and in need of doctors.

I learned about Dr. Takahashi thanks to 
Mr. Jin'ichi Ota of Marumori Ministries, 
who is a corroborator of "Chea Japan" in 
the area adjacent to Minami-soma. Mr. 
Ota noted that “Dr. Takahashi says food 

and water are seriously lacking, and it 
would be a great help if someone could 
bring them.” 

Mr. Ota and others, who are themselves 
victims of the recent disaster, have now 
turned to supporting others. He was 
concerned about Dr. Takahashi, who had 
been actively supporting child adoption 
for over thirty years.

Arriving at Dr. Takahashi’s clinic after 
11 am, we were surprised to see about 
eight patients in the waiting room. Three 
zealous nurses were busy responding to 
phone calls and to patients. Dr. Takahashi 
appeared in response to a nurse’s alert 
and welcomed us.

First we delivered to Dr. Takahashi’s 
home in the back of the clinic thirty  
boxes of food (pascalized rice, cup 
noodles, curry, pascalized sukiyaki 
bowls, chocolate, Calorie Mate nutrition 
bars, etc.) and 70 liters of water. 

The overjoyed Mrs. Toyoko Takahashi 
said, “What great help! We will share 
these with staff and patients in need.” 
She added, “My husband, being anxious 
to help the sick, seemed not to be able to 
stay put in the evacuation center. We don’t 
know how long the current situation will 
continue, but both my husband and our 
son are doing their best. I am so grateful 
for your support.”

Dr. Takahashi invited us into his 
medical office in between consultations. 

He remarked, “First, being afraid of 
radiation, I fled to the evacuation center, 
since luckily we had no hospitalized 
patients at the time. But I came back 
because there were people who needed 
me, thinking that may be my mission. 
Also several members of the staff said 
they would remain here as long as people 
are in town. My patients were happy, 
crying and embracing me, saying, you 
have come back, Doctor!” 

When asked how he feels about his 
wife and son returning to town with him, 
Dr. Takahashi replied, “I do worry about 
them. But my son says he was moved 
by his father’s stance and he, too, has 
decided to risk his life.” Dr. Takahashi 
added, “In any case, I want to continue 
practicing medicine here as long as even 
one patient remains. ‘God won’t give 
you any trials you cannot handle,’ you 
know.”

Tsunami over 45 feet high attacked 
the coast of Minami-soma, engulfing 
over 300 houses in one sweep. According 
to the investigations up to March 26th, 
259 have died and 1,260 are missing, 
but search and rescue efforts here 
have been halted due to the in-home 
confinement order following the nuclear 
plant accident. 

Contrary to the houses on the beaches 
of Ishinomaki that I walked yesterday, 
where houses in congested areas had 
been destroyed by waves, leaving sad 
debris, here, Minami-soma, nothing of 
any shape remains, except for occasional 
roofs, leaving the entire region as a 
huge mud plain with only roads running 
through it.  

Hiro Inaba is Director of "Chea 
Japan." A graduate of Law Depart-
ment, Waseda University as well as the 
Graduate Program in Fuller Theological 
Seminary. A former director of NHK. For 
the past 12 years he and his wife Wakiko 
have been home schooling their three 
children (a 19, a 14, and a 2-year-olds) 
in Burbank. Currently producing a large 
scale Biblical film "Kingdom Come."  
www.cheajapan.com

Aki Hirota is Professor and Japanese 
Section Head, Modern & Classical 
Languages & Literatures at California 
State University, Northridge.

In Minami-soma, Dr. Kyohei Takahashi continues 
practice in the indoor-confinement area near 
stricken Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant. 
(Photo by Chea Japan)

Atsushi Uyehara, Los Angeles County firefighter 
(Cultural News Photo)

Minami-soma continuted from page 4
Known as O-musubi in eastern Japan 

and O-nigiri in the west, rice balls have 
become a cultural icon over the years, 
representing the love and care a mother 
puts into feeding her family. The warmth 
of mother’s hands seems to cling to the 
rice. 

With just a bit of fish or a pickled plum 
tucked into the center, and wrapped in 
paper-thin, black nori seaweed a rice 
ball becomes a complete and satisfying 
snack or even a quick lunch. At the an-
nual elementary school sports festival, 
O-musubi tell the young competitors “You 
are special to me and we are rooting for 
you!” When kids take a break on a school 
outing, their O-musubi, carefully prepared 
and packed by their mothers, remind them 
that they are loved and watched over.

This convenient comfort food has be-
come a staple in food stores. They are one 
of the best-selling items at the multitude 
of convenience stores throughout Japan, 
and they have branched out into a variety 
of different flavors. They now include fill-
ings of canned tuna fish and mayonnaise, 
or roasted cod roe, even cooked chicken, 
and are ingeniously packaged to keep the 
nori dry until opened. In spite of the fact 
that they are prepared and packaged on 
a production line, their popularity shows 
the complex emotions associated with this 
simple food.

Rice Ball continuted from page 1

Rice Ball Continued on page 6

Firsthand account of rescue 
worker’s experience

Fourth generation Japanese-Ameri-
can Atushi Uyehara, Los Angeles 
County firefighter, was sent to Ofunato 
and Kamaishi in Iwate Prefecture on 
the Japan earthquake rescue mission 
by the U.S. government from March 
12 through 19. 

On March 29, he was invited by 
Hiroshima Prefecture Association to 
share his experiences of search mission 
in the disaster area. Uyehara reported 
on how the large-scale recovery efforts 
were complicated by freezing tempera-
ture. 

(Naomi Otani contributed to this 
report.) 
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In the face of the unprecedented di-
saster Cultural News is willing to be 
a bridge between Japan and U.S.

By Shigeharu Higashi, 
Editor and Publisher, Cultural News
Translated by Alan Gleason

March 18, 2011

As concerns grew in March about a 
possible reactor core meltdown at Ja-
pan’s Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power 
plant, the U.S. government advised its 
citizens in Fukushima to evacuate to a 
much greater distance from the plant 
-- 50 miles -- than the evacuation zone 
designated by the Japanese government. 
A friend in Tokyo asked to me wonder-
ing whether the Japanese government 
might be hiding important information, 
which the U.S. government had in its 
possession, about the extent of the 
danger. I replied that I do not believe 
that the government or Tokyo Electric 
Power (TEPCO) are hiding important 
information.

The U.S. government’s more dire as-

Editorial  The Japanese government is not hiding information: Differences in 
Japan-U.S. perceptions are due to different forms of analysis

sessment of the situation in Fukushima 
is due to differences in how the Japanese 
and the Americans analyze the crisis, or 
even think about crises in general. An-
other difference is between how such a 
crisis is viewed in the country where it 
is occurring and how it is viewed from 
elsewhere.

When Americans consider an event 
or project, they excel at making fore-
casts of ultimate, long-term conse-
quences. Whenever I visit Las Vegas, a 
city of one million built in the middle of 
the desert, or pass through the massive 
airport of Phoenix, Arizona, another 
desert metropolis, I am reminded of 
the American talent for conceiving and 
executing ideas on a grand scale. 

Americans have a knack for focus-
ing on the big picture, sometimes to 
the extent of not concerning themselves 
with the details.

Japanese, on the other hand, may lack 
this ability to think in grand terms, but 
once they have set a target, they are very 
good -- better, I would say, than Ameri-
cans -- at tending to the smallest details 
of the process of getting there. 

For this reason, when the Lawson 
convenience store chain wanted to go to 
the aid of the victims of the northeastern 
disaster, they decided to do it by donat-
ing tens of thousands of O-nigiri to the 
people of the devastated area. However, 
major obstacles stood in their way – their 
production facilities in the region had 
also been damaged by the earthquake and 
were not usable. The project was quickly 

shifted to the Kyoto area which had the 
capacity to prepare the needed amount. 
They then faced another dilemma – how 
to transport such a large amount in a timely 
manner. They needed to reach their hungry 
recipients within hours of preparation, 
not days. 

The organization first approached ship-
ping companies, but discovered that they 
were already swamped with deliveries. 
One after another, they tried trucking 
companies – the damage to roads in the 

Rice Ball continuted from page 5

By Frederik L. Schodt in San Francisco

In California we have fortunately 
been spared the direct effects of Japan's 
earthquake, tsunami, and nuclear power 
plant disasters. Yet we feel the pain of 
our friends across the sea in a particu-
larly acute way, perhaps because we are 
bound to them through economic and 
human ties, modern media, technology, 
and shared vulnerability to the same 
types of disasters. The world's largest 
and most famous aid organizations are 
mobilizing to help, and so are many 
readers of Cultural News, donating 
money and volunteering time. 

At the same time, there are reports 
of inefficiencies in deliveries and al-
location of relief, as well as the usual 
questions about how much of the aid 
rendered is actually reaching those 
who need it.  Lost amid all the media 
attention on large-scale international aid 
organizations and the work of Japan's 
Self-Defense Forces, as well as the 
United States military, is the work of 
smaller, non-profit organizations within 
Japan, often powered by a new spirit of 

Japan Earthquake    Nihon Univa: A new model is emerging in relief efforts
volunteerism that has arisen, especially 
among younger generations. 

Nihon Universal Design kenkyu 
kikou  (Which loosely translates to 
“Nippon Universal Design Research 
Organization,” also called “Nihon 
Univa,” or “Uniken” for short) is a 
non-profit group long active in trying 
to use “universal design” methodolo-
gies to help solve issues that individuals 
and organizations, both corporate and 
government, face. Somewhat unusual in 
Japan, it is independent, and not associ-
ated with any other specific corporation 
or group, but it is directly authorized by 
the Japanese Cabinet.

After the earthquake and tsunami, 
Nihon Univa formed a special disaster 
relief team called the Nihon Univa 
Counter Crisis team, or NUC. While the 
Japanese national government, defense 
forces, corporations, and large aide or-
ganizations have been going all out to 
provide relief to people in the disaster 
areas, where possible they have tried to 
funnel aid through existing local gov-
ernments and organizations. 

In many of the more isolated areas 

The U.S. government is basing 
its conclusions about the Fukushima 
nuclear crisis on the same data that was 
made public by the Japanese govern-
ment and TEPCO. Based on that data, 
it made estimates of a worst-case sce-
nario and recommended the evacuation 
of its citizens in accordance with that 
scenario. 

But in Japan, the actual location of 
the disaster, the government and govern-
ment-funded media like NHK are con-
strained from speaking about worst-case 
scenarios. To do so would cause mass 
panic throughout Japan.

TEPCO and the Japanese government 
have been hesitant to issue predictions 
about future scenarios, focusing instead 
on dealing with the crises immediately 
at hand: preventing core meltdowns, 
refilling the spent fuel rod pools with 
water, reconnecting the Fukushima plant 
to the power grid, reviving the plant’s 
cooling system. 

In the March 18 issue of Kenichi 
Ohmae’s mail magazine “Innovation,” 
Ohmae argued that (1) there was no 
choice but to remove the workers from 

the site and abandon the entire Fuku-
shima Daiichi power plant; (2) not only 
was it impossible to control the reactors, 
it was impossible for people to get close 
enough to even attempt such control; 
and (3) it did not make sense to send 
workers into areas around the reactors 
where they were likely to receive lethal 
doses of radiation. These views of Ohm-
ae, one of Japan’s foremost exponents of 
American-style business management, 
are, I think, an accurate reflection of 
the views of most Americans about the 
situation.

However, the crisis is occurring in 
Japan, and those on-site, on the front 
lines of the crisis, are Japanese. They 
are the ones who must decide how to 
proceed, and then proceed accordingly. 
I want to place my trust in the Japanese 
who must trust their own judgment and 
make the best choices possible under 
these terrible circmstances.

This editorial was originally written 
in Japanese on March 18.       

 Alan Gleasn is an editor, writer, and 
Japanese-English translator. He lives 
in Tokyo.

where evacuees are centered, however, 
local institutions have also been swept 
away, making it exceedingly difficult 
to deliver aid. These are the smaller 
villages and towns that never make the 
news, and where the destruction is often 
most horrific. NUC has developed its 
own delivery channels in these areas 
and is currently making daily deliveries 
to them, while also supporting the local 
administrative and non-profit organiza-
tions in the area wherever possible. 

Somewhat unusual in Japan, where 
social media has developed differently 
from the United States, NUC has an ac-
tive Japanese-language Facebook page. 
At  http://www.facebook.com/nucct 
people can read and see (http://www.
facebook.com/nucct#!/nucct?sk=photos 
) what is sort of work is being carried 
out, what help can be extended, and 
what sort of materials are needed, in a 
very direct fashion. This allows to NUC 
to tightly focus its efforts. 

On March 30th, for example, NUC 
was soliciting very practical items such 
as new tatami mats, shampoo that doesn’t 
require water to use, and clean underwear 

for men and women, all to be trucked 
into disaster areas. These might not be 
things that we first imagine people would 
need after earthquakes or tsunamis, but 
in places where house floors have been 
inundated with mud, and where there is 
no water or opportunity for bathing, they 
would be highly appreciated.  

While the scale of what NUC is 
doing may not match that of giant 
organizations, by focusing on what 
people in disaster areas truly need, 
and by attempting to deliver it in the 
most efficient and direct way possible, 
the group provides a new model of 
assistance for all of us. And it is a model 
often overlooked, especially when the 
media focuses mainly on the more 
spectacular and photogenic activities of 
other, large-scale aid organizations.

Frederik L. Schodt is a conference 
interpreter, translator, and writer in the 
San Francisco Bay Area. The author of 
"Inside the Robot Kingdom" and "The 
Astro Boy" Essays," he wonders where 
all the vaunted high tech Japanese 
robots went when we really need them 
in Fukushima.

region made it unfeasible. They tried the 
airlines, but the condition of airports in 
the northeast precluded that option. They 
tried the railroads and even went directly 
to the government without success. On 
the verge of abandoning the project, they 
finally found their “knights in shining ar-
mor” – the National Self Defense Forces. 
With their assistance, the O-musubi were 
flown by helicopter to their destination, 
where they were distributed to the wait-
ing people. 

Although this is only one among many 
stories of amazing determination to come 
out in the aftermath of the earthquake and 
tsunami, this story in particular illustrates 
the importance of the simple O-musubi in 
the Japanese culture and its ability to both 
comfort those in need and inspire others 
to do their best.

Barbara D. Ito, Ph.D. lives in Niihama, 
Ehime Prefecture and runs Boston Eng-
lish Company KK. The American-born 
scholar specializes in sociology.   
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Sakiko Sato continuted from page 4

Firsthand Experience of Japan Earthquake 

“PLEASE READ TO KNOW WHAT IS HAPPENING NOW “
Excerpts from email by Sakiko Sato in Sendai, Japan

 
But relief supplies haven't arrived in 

seriously damaged spots.
The self-defense forces has been try-

ing to remove rubble and make roads, but 
they are also running out of gasoline to get 
there. 

 
People in north-east Japan desperately 

need food, water and gasoline.
However, this earthquake in north-east 

Japan has touched off people in south-west 
where earthquake hasn't hit.

They are worried if earthquake would 
hit their cities in future, and are rushing into 
stores to buy up food, water and gasoline.

This phenomenon prevents from pro-
viding relief supplies for people REALLY 
in need.

So many people are asking me what they 
can do for us.

 
Individual Help:
What you can do is to collect money.
After you collect certain amount of 

money, pass it to the Red Cross or any reli-
able organizations.

 
If you want to help us as individual,
Money is the best gift for us in order to 

provide relief supplies equally, properly and 
safely for people in need.

 
Group Help:
Collect money.
Find organizations that are willing to 

help Japan.
Listen to the message from the Japanese 

government and consult to figure out the 
best way to help us.

 
It is ok that you ask me "what can I 

do?"
I really want to thank you for your 

concern. 
But I'd like you to think about "what you 

can do" on your own.
 
I am also one of the victims of this 

disaster, and still missing my friends and 
relatives.

It is really hard to fall asleep at night 
because there are so many aftershocks all 
the time. 

I do not want to share my personal story 
here since I know that there are countless 
of people who are in much tragically situ-
ation than I am. 

 
Please think and take action voluntari-

ly.
 
Thank you for praying for us.
I am sincerely proud of you all.

March 17 - I first visited Komatsushima 
elementary school, one of the evacuation 
centers near my house. Since then I help peo-
ple cook meals, carry the boxes of relief sup-
plies in, take care of elderly people and all. 

Email from Sakiko Sato on March 17 
(Part 1)

It’s been six days since the earthquake 
first struck.

From the first day until this day, I’ve 
had many things in mind as I’ve gone 
through the days, but today I’ve come to 
realize about so many things.

It’s not going to come out as anything 
cohesive, so I’d just like let it out as it comes 
to my mind.

 
This morning I went to Komatsushima 

elementary school, one of the evacuation 
centers, to help serve food.

 
The social workers and members of the 

local neighborhood association were prepar-
ing hot water from early morning.

 
At this elementary school there are about 

250 people who have evacuated.
Most people are quite old, but the people 

who are helping out aren’t young either.
 
An elderly man came out from the gym 

when we were preparing breakfast in a tent 
outside.

 
“Good work everyone!,” he said with 

enthusiasm.
 
After chatting with him for a while, 

he said, “you’re so adorable and young!” 
and gave me a piece of candy.

 
That candy was part of what was distrib-

uted to those who evacuated.
So I tried giving it back to him but he 

wouldn’t accept it back.
 
One of the helpers near by saw this and 

jokingly asked if the elderly man was hitting 
on me, and his response to that was “No 
I’m not! I’m too old and my son has dried 
up!”

What a happy person, I thought to my-
self, to be able to joke around at times like 
this. 

 
He said he used to travel and entertain.
“I’ll crack jokes and make people 

laugh! That’s all what my stock can do to 
help out!”

Then he smoked a cigarette and went 
back into the gym.

 
Breakfast was rice gruel.
 
When I hand it out, some people will 

thank us, but others will irritably ask why 
we don’t have salt. 

 
All we can do is to apologize and tell 

them that it hasn’t arrived.
After a while they will conclude that they 

are lucky enough to be eating something.
 
Speaking of something salty foods, there 

was a personally donation of corned cow 
tongues.

 
But there’s no way we can cut up twenty 

cow tongues into 250 equal pieces.
We can’t distribute it, so we won’t.
 
This is the reason why we don’t encour-

age personal donations.
Since the individual doesn’t know how 

many people there are to distribute to, we 
can’t maintain fairness when we do give 
it out.

 
We very much appreciate their thoughts, 

but for those distributing the food, it com-
plicates the process.

We got a truckload of relief goods from 
the city around noon.

 
This task of unloading the truck was 

actually quite tough.
The water and bananas were especially 

heavy.
 
This sounds pathetic, but my back al-

ready hurts!
But the majority of the helpers here are 

senior citizens. I’m extremely concerned that 
they might get hurt.

 
The relief goods come in cardboard 

boxes.
We get a lot of bananas and oranges, but 

we already have quite a supply of that. And 
bottled water! We actually have tap water 
running.

 
Those who work for the city are as con-

fused as we are, and they don’t have a good 
idea of what’s necessary and what’s not.

 
I mean I’m thankful that we do have 

supplies.
But it makes me think if we can pass it 

on to other evacuation centers that are in 
more need.

Email from Sakiko Sato on March 17 
(Part 2) 

When I was looking around the gym,
I saw an elderly woman sitting alone by 

the staircase.
 
I was listening to her talk, and she men-

tioned that she used to live in Tokyo.
When I told her that I was actually in To-

kyo just a couple of days ago, she suggested 
that I visit Sugamo area and Haranomachi 
shopping center, and shared more stories 
with me.

 
I asked if she had family, “I don’t have 

any”, she said.
 
She had a son, but he had passed away 

a long time ago.
 
That’s why she was sitting alone.
 
This woman can’t see very well.
You can tell if you saw her eyes, but the 

surface of her left eye was yellowish and 
dry, and her right eye was cloudy.

 
Her legs are in bad shape and she can’t 

walk without a cane.
 
“I’m sorry, but can you take me to the 

restroom?”
I wonder how much she hesitated just to 

ask me that.
 
So I held her by the hand and took her 

to the restroom.
 
Her legs are weak, so the steps in the 

restrooms are a pain.

Her eyes are bad, so it’s difficult to see 
where the toilet paper is.

 
That night I took her to the restrooms 

again and helped her settle down in 
her sleeping bag.

 
“Everyone’s been to kind.
Thank you dear, I’m so glad to have met 

you.” she said.
 
I thought to myself, through her cloudy 

vision, how much of my face can she see.
 
But I’m happy as long as she feels the 

kindness.
 
I saw in the news that there have been 

many elderly people passing away at 
the evacuation centers.

When you’re actually at an evacuation 
center, they are cold. 

They offer no privacy. Food is limited. 
And it’s simply lonely.

 
No wonder their bodies can’t keep up.
 
Some say, they are old, what can you 

do?
But they overcame the earthquake and 

tsunami and they’re still alive.
 
I strongly feel that I need to support these 

lives that survived.

When I was helping prepare dinner out-
side, a younger man came up and asked if 
there were still many evacuees at this 
school.

“Yes there are a lot!” I said.
Then he went back to his car to bring 

back a bunch of rice balls and packs of milk. 
He said he owns a shop near by.

 
“Please tell me your name and address,” 

we must keep records of all people who 
have donated.

 
“No, really, it’s ok!” he insisted. “My 

daughter goes to this school.”
 
After the members of the neighborhood 

association convinced him, he finally left his 
name and address. I realized what kindness 
without seeking returns really meant.

 
He could have shared these rice balls 

with his own family.
His daughter could have been drinking 

the milk.
 
After he left the food, he got back in his 

car and left right away.
 
It made me happy to know that there are 

people who can put others who are suffering 
before themselves.

Early in April just as planned - Basi-
cally I’ll be at home with my family. 
Trains seem to restart running then 
and I might be going to Tokyo for 
job-hunting. No exact plan so far. 

I’m willing to work in the field of IT 
software, and looking for companies that 
train employees as a system engineer. 

I have an ambition to work in de-
veloping countries as a system en-
gineer in the future. I want to help 
people equip information technology, 
and give them a chance to become in-
dependent with the skills of computers. 
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www.sushischool.net

TEL/FAX: 310 782-8483
(Fax option *-5-1)

E-mail: mail@sushischool.net

Only 2 months, You can be a Sushi Chef!

Sushi Chef Institute
Enroll Now!!

ORANGE COUNTY BUDDHIST CHURCH

HANAMATSURI BAZAAR

APRIL 17, 2010 SATURDAY 1:00 – 8:00 P.M.

APRIL 18, 2010 SUNDAY 1:00 – 8:00 P.M.

CULTURAL EXHIBITS

STAGE PERFORMANCES FOOD & GAMES

ORANGE COUNTY BUDDHIST CHURCH
909 SOUTH DALE AVENUE, ANAHEIM, CA 92804

PH – 714-827-9590 FAX – 714-827-2860

ocbc909@aol.com

APRIL 16, 2011 SATURDAY 1:00 - 8:00 P.M.
APRIL 17, 2011 SUNDAY 1:00 - 8:00 P.M.

CULTURAL EXHIBITS
STAGE PERFORMANCES    FOOD & GAMES

ORANGE COUNTY BUDDHIST CHURCH
909 SOUTH DALE AVENUE, ANAHEIM, CA 92804

PH - 714-827-9590 FAX - 714-827-2860
ocbc909@aol.com

www.ocbuddhist.org

ORANGE COUNTY BUDDHIST CHURCH
HANAMATSURI BAZAAR

All donation will go to Japan through UNICEF
Sponsored by Japanese Restaurant Association, (213) 687-4055

*Some portion of your dinning fee will go to the relief fund.


