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Self Defense Forces gain new cachet 
as emergency responders

Among more than 20,000 Self Defense Force personnel who are deploied for search and rescuse mission 
at March 11 earthquake and tsunami devastation area, a small number of troops are assigned to provide 
temporary bathhouses near evacuation shelters. At Yamada Town in Iwate Prefecture, soaking in the bath 
gives a good releif to tired evacuees who can not take bath or shower for several weeks. (Photo couetesy 
of Self Defense Force - Joint Task Force Tohoku)      

By Motoaki Kamiura in Tokyo
Translated by Alan Gleason

   
Nearly two months after the earth-

quake and tsunami that devastated 
northeastern Japan on March 11, and 
the subsequent leakage of radioactive 
materials from the Fukushima Daiichi 
Nuclear Plant, Japan remains in crisis.

Compared to emergencies in the 
past, however, Japan’s national guard 
known as Self Defense Force troops 
were dispatched to the disaster area with 
remarkable speed this time. The Naoto 
Kan administration quickly requested 
that the SDF send as many troops as 
possible to engage in relief and rescue 
operations. The SDF responded by mo-
bilizing 106,000.

That is out of a total of about 240,000 
Ground, Air and Maritime SDF person-
nel. If one excludes staff assigned to 
day-to-day administration and security 
operations, this means that nearly every 
SDF member available was dispatched 
to the stricken area. As a deployment for 

disaster relief purposes, this was on a 
scale without historical precedent.

According to the commander of the 
Ground SDF unit assigned to Kamaishi, 
one of the coastal cities inundated by the 
tsunami in Iwate Prefecture, his troops 
were deeply affected by the sight of the 
devastation and the suffering of local 
people who had lost their families and 
homes. The troops were so motivated, 
he said, that he feared they would col-
lapse from exhaustion as they struggled 
to clear away the rubble, and he had to 
order them to take rest breaks.

What springs to mind is the contrast 
between this situation and that of the 
Kobe Earthquake of 1995. At the time 
a new reformist administration under 
Prime Minister Tomiichi Murayama 
had just replaced the conservative 
government of the Liberal Democratic 
Party. Many members of the Murayama 
cabinet believed that the very existence 
of the SDF violated the Japanese Con-

Hakuin Ekaku,  Daruma (detail). Hanging scroll; ink on 
paper. Image: 113.03 x 50.17 cm. LACMA, Gift of Murray 
Smith. Photograph © 2011 Museum Associates/LACMA

Self Defense Forces Continued on page 3
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Los Angeles County Museum of 
Art’s Japanese Pavilion will exhibit 
“The Sound of One Hand: Painting and 
Calligraphy by Zen Master Hakuin” 
from May 22 – June 28 as the part one, 
and from July 1- August 14 as the part 
two.

Hakuin Ekaku (1685–1768) is widely 
acknowledged as the most important 
Zen Buddhist master of the past 500 
years. He was also the most influential 
Zen artist of Edo-period (1615–1868) 
Japan, but unlike the highly studied 
monk painters of earlier centuries, he 
received no formal artistic training be-
yond the basic skills in handling brush, 
ink, and paper that were required for 
everyday writing.

Hakuin’s self-taught, spontaneous, 
yet masterly and inspired painting and 
calligraphy, just like his teachings and 
writings, expressed the mind and heart 
of Zen for monks and lay followers 
alike. With the aim of reaching out to 
people of all social and economic class-
es, rather than just the elite, he invented 
a new visual language for his religion, 
depicting everyday subjects and themes 
from other Buddhist sects, as well as 
Zen patriarchs and masters.

There is nothing extraneous in any of 
Hakuin’s paintings and calligraphy, just 
the concentrated, direct “right here, right 
now” that characterizes Zen art and Zen 
teaching. His extraordinary range, vital-
ity, humor, power, and depth can move 
and inspire viewers today just as they 
first did nearly three centuries ago.

LACMA’s Japanese Pavilion to exhibit paintings and 
calligraphy by Zen master Hakuin in 18th century

This exhibition, borrowed from Japa-
nese and American public and private 
collections, is divided into six sections 
relating to Hakuin’s major themes, with 
a final room featuring works by five of 
his monk followers. This exhibition 
has been organized by New Orleans 
Museum of Art. The Los Angeles pre-
sentation is made possible by LACMA’s 
East Asian Art Council.

Natsuke lecture by LACMA curator 
on May 23 

LACMA’s Japanese Pavilion is 
currently exhibiting “An Eye for Ex-
cellence: Raymond Bushell’s Favorite 
Netsuke” through July 19.

In conjunction with the upcoming 
May 2011 convention of the Interna-
tional Netsuke Society to be held in 
Los Angeles, the LACMA is holding a 
special exhibition of netsuke from the 
collection of Raymond and Frances 
Bushell. 

LACMA Continued on page 2



By Andy Matsuda

From April 24-30, the Magic Castle 
in Hollywood presented “Japan Night” 

to raise funds for the 
victims of Japan’s 
disaster. I was asked 
to cater for the April 
27-30 shows because 
Japanese magicians 
were featured on 
those nights. I pre-
pared three sushi 
menus for the audi-
ences and received 
a lot of orders.

Thanks to the 
American people’s 

efforts to help Japanese people in North-
Eastern Japan. I grew up in the western 
part of Japan and my hometown is in 
the mountains. I had never experienced 
a tsunami disaster before even though 
Japan is a country nearly 1,500 miles 
long in geography. 

Despite the fact that radiation is still 
leaking, the accident at Fukushima 
nuclear-power station seems under con-
trol. The Japanese government is con-
ducting very strict radiation checks on 
food and fish near the nuclear plant.  
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Andy Matsuda

Imported seafood from Japan is absolutely safe
On the American side, the Food and 

Drug Administration is also conducting 
radiation checks everyday at Los An-
geles International Airport, gateway to 
importing Japanese seafood to the West 
Coast. Because of this precautionary ef-
fort, the customs clearance of Japanese 
seafood is delayed for one day.

When I recently talked with an Amer-
ican person, he thought all of Japan is 
contaminated with Fukushima’s radia-
tion. But it is not true. Japan is similar 
in size to California on a geographic 
scale. The rest of the Japan’s land is very 
far way from Fukushima. For example, 
fish caught in the southern Kyushu area 
is absolutely safe in terms of radiation 
level. Seafood wholesalers on the West 
Coast have already changed suppliers, 
and they are buying more fish from the 
southern part of Japan instead of the 
northern part.

When you find imported seafood 
from Japan at Japanese restaurants, 
don’t panic because the seafood has 
already passed U.S. FDA checks. 

Andy Matsuda is the founder and the 
chief instructor of Sushi Chef Institute in 
Los Angeles. For more information, visit 
www.sushischool.net or www.facebook.
com/andy.matsuda.   

  

Of the thousands of netsuke that 
Bushell owned over the course of his 
collecting career, this installation fea-
tures works that he himself favored. As 
one of the most active and influential 
netsuke collectors of the 20rh century, 
the works on display provide insights 
into Bushell’s personal tastes and his 
collecting objectives.

Raymond Bushell began collect-
ing netsuke in Japan just after WWII. 
The availability of netsuke at the time 
coupled with Bushell’s collecting zeal 
resulted in a huge collection of minia-
ture sculptures that exemplify the art 
form in all its variety. 

Beginning in 1985, Raymond and 
Frances Bushell began loaning works 
from their collection to the LACMA. 
The first of several gifts took place in 
1987 and upon the completion of the 
donation in 1998, LACMA had received 
850 netsuke from the Bushells.  

For the opening of the Pavilion 
for Japanese Art at LACMA in 1988, 
Raymond Bushell provided to the mu-
seum a list of the 150 works that were 
his personal favorites from among the 
thousands that comprised his entire 
collection.  

Just as LACMA’s complete collection 
includes a broad range of examples, so 
too does this installation of the donor’s 
favorite netsuke. Displayed examples 
include works from the earliest period 
of netsuke production through the mid-
20th century. 

Genre scenes, revered religious fig-
ures, mythical beasts and everyday ob-
jects are among the repertoire of motifs 
that are exhibited. 

Additionally, the immense variety 
of materials in which netsuke carvers 
worked will be evidenced in objects 
made from ivory, wood, and a host 
of more uncommon materials such as 

LACMA continuted from page 1
Chef’s cutting board

The Clark Center for Japanese 
Art and Culture at Hanford in 
Central  California,  is  currently 
exhibiting “Fukami: Purity of Form” 
– contemporary ceramic sculpture by 
Sueharu Fukami of Kyoto, through 
July 30. The fall exhibition “Ainu 
and Okinawa Textiles” will open on 
September 10, through November 

12, as the first rotation of “Woven 
Identities of Japan” theme. The 
second rotation will be “Kimono 
and Costumes” from November 19 
through January 28, 2012. The Clark 
Center is located at 15770 Tenth Ave, 
Hanford, CA 93230, (559) 582-4915. 
www.ccjac.org 3 hours drive from 
Los Angeles.    

Veteran classical Japanese 
dancer Mme. Wakayagi 
Hisami and her Los Angeles 
dance group Hana no Kai will 
celebrate their 30th anniversary 
with special guests from 
Japan at Armstrong Theatre 
in Torrance on Thursday, 
June 23, and Friday, June 24, 
at 6:00 pm. Tickets are $30. 
For tickets and information, 
call (323) 302-2845.

The main program on the 
both days is Tsuna Yakata 
performed by Wakayagi 
H i s a m i  a n d  Wa k a y a g i 
Hikosaemon of  Tokyo. 
Programs on June 23 are: 
Kojo, Kikuzukushi, Komori, Yashima 
Kanjo, Fuji, Takao Zange, Sagi Musume, 
Tsuna Yakata. Programs on June 24 are: 

 On Sunday, May 22, at 2:00 pm 
at the James Armstrong Theater in 
Torrance, the Okinawa Association of 
America, Inc. (OAA) will put on their 
biennial program showcasing the unique 
performing arts of Okinawa.

The show’s title, “Utayabira Wuduy-
abira” is in the Okinawan language 
meaning, “Let’s sing, let’s dance.” 
Seventeen groups affiliated with the 
OAA Performing Arts Committee will 
put on a show filled with traditional 
and folk dance and music, including a 
koto performance, as well as the taiko 
drumming.

Okinawa is known throughout Japan 
and abroad as having a distinct flavor in 
the performing arts, due to once being 
an independent sovereignty known as 
the Ryukyu kingdom. Much of the influ-
ence of China and other Southeast Asian 
countries with whom they traded can be 
seen in the textiles, costumes, colors and 
music. With the occasional exception 
of modern pop songs of Okinawa, the 
sanshin, a three-stringed instrument is 

Okinawan performing arts to be showcased, May 22
Okinawan dance and music will be performed by the Okinawa Association of America. (Courtesy of OAA)

central to all of the classical and folk 
songs. More than 50 classical and folk 
musicians will be performing on the 
sanshin during the program.

Okinawan dance schools that will be 
showcased include: Majikina Honryu 
– LA Association, Miyagi-ryu Nosho-
kai Miyagi Nosho Ryubu dojo, Miyagi-
ryu Nosho-kai Numata Michiko Ryubu 
dojo, Miyagi-ryu Toyomu-kai and 
Tamagusuku-ryu Kansenkai.  

A Ryukyu koto performance will 
be given by Teruya Katsuko Sokyoku 
Kenkyukai, featuring classical and folk 
songs. 

Classical music school of Nomura-
ryu Ongaku Hozonkai and minyo groups 
of Shima Minyo, Uesu Yoko Minyo, 
Aikohkai, Ishihara Haruo Minyo, Aka-
bana Group Nishikawa Atsuko Minyo, 
Hanashiro Emiko Minyo, Kochi Yuki 
Minyo will also be part of the pro-
gram. 

Mitsufumi-ryu Taiko Hozonkai 

Okinawa Continued on page 5

Kojo, Ayatsuri Sanbaso, Tama Usagi, 
Asazuma Fune, Ame no Goro, Tsuyama 
no tsuki, Kairaishi, Tsuna Yakata.

Mme. Wakayagi Misami and her group Hana no Kai to 
celebrate 30th anniversary, June 23, 24

Museums and universities to design “Little Tokyo 
Design Week”, July 13-17

Little Tokyo Design Week is antici-
pated to draw over 75,000 people from 
July 13 through July 17 in Little Tokyo, 
Downtown Los Angeles in collaboration 
with Little Tokyo’s Big Three cultural 
institutions: the Japanese American Na-
tional Museum, the Japanese American 
Cultural and Community Center, and the 
Geffen Contemporary at MOCA.

Initiated by UCLA Architecture chair 
Prof. Hitoshi Abe, Little Tokyo Design 

Week will be a festival of exhibitions, 
symposiums, film screenings and designer 
installations to target design profession-
als, the Los Angeles business, nonprofit 
community, and film and television com-
munities, entrepreneurs, students, the 
design savvy public, tourists, and more.
The theme of this free public event is to 
explore possible scenarios for a “New 

LACMA Continued on page 5

Design Continued on page 6

Dance of “Tsuna Yakata”
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A warning at Shinhama Park in Downtown Fukushima City is read as “Radiation level at this park on 
April 22 is in excess of the warning point. You must: 1) stay at this park less than one hour a day, 2) wash 
your hand, face, and mouth after you come from this park, 3) do not play at a sandbox or do not intake 
soil or sand.” (Photo by Ryota Iijima)

By Ryota Iijima in Fukushima City

March in Japan is the last month of 
school year. The six, ninth and 12th 
graders, along with college seniors, 
are to have the ceremonies to leave 
their schools sometime in March. It's a 
very important day for them and their 
parents.

But it's been very different this year 
in our part of Japan, because of the great 
earthquake.

When the long and hard shockwave 
hit our town of Fukushima City, on 
March 11th, children and teachers at 
my son's school are rehearsing the cer-
emony in the gym. After the first shock, 
they quickly went out into the school 
ground and kept standing for an hour in 
the cold, while strong aftershocks came 
on and on.

Then the snowstorm started. The 
classes were dismissed. The students 
went home. No one was physically 
wounded.

After that, the water supply in our 
town stopped. The electric power lines 
were broken in some parts of town. 
We had a night of fear, with strong and 
frequent aftershocks. We listened to the 
radio giving the news of killer waves 
devastating the towns in the northeast, 
all the railroad trains stopped, nuclear 
reactors 40 miles southeast in danger, 
gasoline running out quickly, with no 
supply, hourly reports of radiation, etc.

Japan Disaster Life in Fukushima: Winter into Nuclear Spring
We went through a cold week without 

running water, taking stored food. A 
phone call came from my son's school, 
saying that the graduation ceremony 
was cancelled. Our university, my work-
place, also cancelled the graduation 
ceremony. Spring holidays became a 
survival camp.

April in Japan is the first month of 
school year. The new first graders come 
to elementary schools, the seventh to 
junior high, the tenth to senior high 
schools, as freshmen, under cherry blos-
soms. Their first day at the new school is 
a beautiful moment of joy and hope.

 My son got up early on April 6th, 
had breakfast with us, dressed in new 
clothing, and went happily with my wife 
to the nearby junior high school. It was 
the warm day of new start for us, under 
the cloud of radiation.

The university where I teach English 
put off the start of new semester till May 
9th. A report came that all the students, 
teachers and office workers at the uni-
versity were alive. I was happy looking 
forward to free days, reading and getting 
ready for the new classes.

April, however, has been a cruel 
month this year. From April 6th to 11th, 
we had a series of strong aftershocks. 
Though we had dinner for our son's 
birthday between the shocks, the ones 
which hit us on April 11th were espe-
cially hard and frequent. We were truly 
shaken. The local trains, which had been 

back to normal, stopped again.
But the railroad people kept on work-

ing over the weekend. The trains started 
moving again in a few days.

The PTA of the elementary school 
called for an informal graduation cer-
emony on Sunday in late April and 80 
percent of the former six graders, who 
were already at junior high, came back 
to their alma mater and had one hour 
of reunion.

Fukushima Prefectural Museum of 
Art, which had been shut after March 
11th, quietly opened again on April 
26th, with pencil drawings and painted 
cels from Studio Ghibli, Tokyo. The 
Ghibli exhibition in fact had been started 
in late February and was stopped by the 
earthquake. So the new opening of the 
museum with Ghibli artworks intact 

Fukushima Continued on page 7

stitution, and anti-SDF sentiment was 
widespread among regional administra-
tors and labor unions as well.

The chaos in the immediate aftermath 
of the Kobe Earthquake was exacerbated 
by the fact that the prefectural gover-
nor took an inordinately long time to 
formally request that the SDF dispatch 
troops to the area. The SDF was then 
criticized for its tardy response to the 
disaster. Needless to say, the SDF retorted 
that this was not its fault.

In the wake of the 1995 fiasco, SDF 
participation in regional disaster pre-
paredness drills has come to be accepted 
as a matter of common sense. Predictions 
of a massive earthquake that could strike 
Tokyo have led to such curious sights as 
a line of armored SDF vehicles roaring 
down the streets of the city’s most pres-
tigious Ginza shopping district.

Essentially, the Great Eastern Japan 

Earthquake turned out to be an ideal 
opportunity for the SDF to demonstrate 
to the Japanese public that its greatest 
contribution might be in the area of 
emergency relief. 

It should also provide a boost to SDF 
recruitment efforts, which have flagged 
in recent years. We can expect an influx 
of young people signing up from the 
hardest hit areas of the Tohoku region 
in particular.

In the aftermath of the 1995 earth-
quake, it was reported that fresh recruits 
who had been attracted to the SDF by 
its relief efforts were shocked to find 
themselves training to operate machine 
guns, tanks and missile launchers.

According to a survey conducted 
by the Defense Ministry, the Japanese 
public views the primary roles of the 
SDF as being disaster relief (both at 
home and abroad) and participation 
in international peacekeeping efforts. 
Protection of the country from foreign 
invaders comes in second.

The emergency relief operations 
of the SDF in the wake of the Eastern 
Japan Earthquake are, it would seem, 
a perfect illustration of what Japanese 
citizens expect of their armed forces 
today, and of the SDF’s ability to rise 
to those expectations.

Motoaki Kamiura is a Tokyo-based 
military analyst. He appears frequently 
on national television programs.

 Alan Gleason is an editor, writer, 
and Japanese-English translator. He 
lives in Tokyo. 

Self Defense Forces continuted from page 1

SDF’s water tank at Rikuzen-takata. (Cultural 
News Photo)
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As of April 30, total casualties of 
March 11 earthquake and tsunami 
incident are 14,662 deaths, 11,019 
missing, and 127,076 evacuees in the 
eastern Japan according to the Asahi 
Shimbun, Japan’s national newspaper. 
Breakdown of cities are following (The 
number of evacuees includes those who 
are living at their own homes without 
utilities in deserted areas):

Hachinohe, 1 death, 30 evacuees, 
220 houses destroyed; 

Morioka, 340 evacuees; 
Kuji ,  2  dea ths ,  250  houses 

destroyed; 
Noda, 38 deaths, 300 evacuees; 
Tanohata, 14 deaths, 20 missing, 470 

evacuees, 240 houses destroyed; 
Miyako, 409 deaths, 530 missing, 

3 2 7 0  e v a c u e e s ,  4 6 8 0  h o u s e s 
destroyed; 

Yamada, 557 deaths, 380 missing, 
3200 evacuees, 2640 houses destroyed; 
Otsuchi, 728 deaths, 980 missing, 5950 
evacuees, whole town destroyed; 

Kama-ishi ,  796 deaths ,  560 
missing, 4430 evacuees, 3720 houses 
destroyed; 

O f u n a t o ,  3 0 3  d e a t h s ,  1 6 0 
missing, 6290 evacuees, 3630 houses 
destroyed; 

Rikizen-takata, 1429 deaths, 770 
missing, 15,300 evacuees, 3340 houses 
destroyed; 

Kesen-muna, 886 deaths, 1050 
missing, 5250 evacuees, the extensive 
central area destroyed by tsunami and 
fire; 

Minami-sanriku, 501 deaths, 660 
missing, 6120 evacuees, 3880 houses 

127,000 people living at shelters and homes in 
deserted areas

destroyed; 
Onagawa ,  454  dea th s ,  740 

missing, 1910 evacuees, 3020 houses 
destroyed, 

Ishinomaki, 2879 deaths, 2770 
missing, 10,710 evacuees, 28,000 
houses destroyed; 

Higashi-matsushima, 1032 deaths, 
740 missing, 2900 evacuees, 4740 
houses destroyed; 

Hichigahama, 64 deaths, 10 missing, 
720 evacuees, 

Sendai, 654 deaths, 2110 evacuees; 
Tagajo, 184 deaths, 4 missing, 950 

evacuees, 
Natori, 894 deaths, 180 missing, 

1160 evacuees; 
Watari, 247 deaths, 20 missing, 1390 

evacuees, 1,000 houses destroyed; 
Yamashita ,  659 deaths ,  100 

missing, 1420 evacuees, 1,800 houses 
destroyed; 

Shinchi, 92 deaths, 20 missing, 470 
evacuees, 500 houses destroyed, 

Soma, 404 deaths, 70 missing, 1420 
evacuees; 

Minami-soma, 515 deaths, 810 
missing, 5710 evacuees, all houses 
along seashore destroyed; 

Fukushima, 2 deaths, 30 evacuees, 
100 houses destroyed;

Within a circle of 20-kilometer 
radius from Fukushima Daiichi 
nuclear-power plant: 

Namie, 17,790 evacuees, 24 deaths; 
Futaba, 6,880 evacuees, 23 deaths; 
Okuma ,  11,500 evacuees, 16 

deaths; 
Tomioka, 15,480 evacuees, 3 deaths; 
Naraha, 7,800 evacuees, 10 deaths. 

By Shige Higashi, Publisher & Editor

I visited Aomori, Iwate, Miyagi, and 
Fukushima prefectures from April 15 
through 20 for a fact-finding of the March 
11 earthquake and tsunami aftermath. I 
left Los Angeles on April 13 and arrived 

Japan Disaster  Public school buildings becoming shelters and meeting 
places to receive encouragement

at Narita airport in Tokyo on April 14.
As of mid April, nearly 150,000 people 

were still living at evacuation shelters such 
as public school buildings, community 
centers, and other facilities available in 
eastern Japan. These evacuee numbers 
include those who are living in their own 

homes without any utilities in deserted 
areas.

But life in Tokyo seemed normal un-
less visitors paid attention to news pro-
grams on TV or entered major buildings 
where lighting systems were turned 
half off in order to save electricity.  The 
Japanese government ordered people and 
businesses in the Greater Tokyo area to cut 
15% of their electricity usage because the 
Tokyo Electric Power Company lost their 
major supply from stricken Fukushima 
nuclear power plants. 

On April 16, Mr. Eiji Hasegawa of 
Iwate Industrial Promotion Center gave 
me a ride to the city of Rikuzen-takata, the 
most extended area of tsunami devasta-
tion. All major civic buildings such as the 
city hall, a hospital, elementary, middle 
and high school buildings in the flatlands 
facing Hirota Bay were knocked down 
by the March 11 tsunami. Residential, 
business and industrial areas for nearly 
20,000 people were wiped out. When I 
saw the devastation in Rikuzen-takata, I 
was speechless.  I was overwhelmed by 
the consequences of the natural disaster.

As of mid April in the city of Rikuzen-

takata, 1,200 people were killed, and 1,200 
people were still missing. Over 16,000 
people were living at 90 evacuation 
shelters or in their homes without any 
utilities in deserted areas.

The Takata First Middle School in the 
central area became the largest evacuation 
shelter in the city. This shelter feeds over 
1,000 people a day and provides over 600 
people accommodations at night.

The Takata First Middle School shelter 
seemed well-organized. An administrative 
office was set up in a former classroom, 
and ad-hoc administrators received 
visitors such as rescue organizations and 
volunteer helpers from outside of the city. 
Other classrooms and spaces were turned 
into a medical clinic run by the Japanese 
Red Cross, a reception area, a place for a 
bulletin board of names of missing people, 
and so on. The Japanese national guard 
known as the Ground Self Defense Force 
was providing a water tank in front of the 
school while the majority of the troops 
were searching for missing persons in the 
debris of the devastated flattened areas.

Shelters Continued on page 5
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Ryusai, active late 18th century, Foreign Archer with 
Monkey. Wood with inlays: 11.6 x 4.0 x 3.2 cm. LACM A, 
Raymond and Frances Bushell Collection. Photograph c 
2011 Museum Associates/LACMA

I delivered two banners with 
a Japanese message of  “Don’t 
give up, Japan. Our thoughts 
are with you” from Mt. Car-
mel High School in San Diego 
and handed it to children in 
the shelters. These banners 
were used at Mt. Carmel High 
School on April 1 when over 
1,000 students gathered at a 
gymnasium to videotape a 
message of hope to Japanese 
evacuees, shouting in unison, “Ganbare, 
Nippon. We Care.”   

In 2007, many of Mt. Carmel High 
School students experienced the massive 
wildfires which destroyed over 1,700 
houses in San Diego. The April 1st 
videotaping event was initiated by Tyler 
Kidd, 15-year-old sophomore, who 
evacuated in 2007. News footage of 
Japan’s disaster scenes on TV awaked his 
memories of the 2007 fires and drove him 
to take action. The videotaping event was 
well covered by Japanese media and aired 
by NHK national TV network in Japan. 

In Rikuzen-takata, the little event of my 
delivering the banners from San Diego 

was covered by a local newspaper. A big 
color photo of the San Diego banners held 
by children at the shelter was printed on 
the front page of the Iwate Nippo (daily) 
newspaper on April 17. (above photo)

After I presented the banners to the 
Takata children in the gymnasium which 
was also a shelter, an elderly woman 
named Kazuni Murakami approached 
me and asked for my signature in her 
sign book. She said she was collecting 
signatures of those who were visiting this 
shelter. She would keep a history of the 
Takata First Middle School shelter.

Another woman also approached me 

Gushi Atsushi Renjo will perform 
jointly throughout the show. Rounding 
out the program is the youthful and dy-
namic audience favorite, Ryukyukoku 
Matsuri Daiko – LA branch.

Okinawa continuted from page 2

Shelters continuted from page 4

Tickets are $20 and can be purchased 
through the various performing arts 
groups as well as through the OAA 
office at (310) 532-1929 or via email 
at mensore@earthlink.net.  The James 
Armstrong Theater is located at 3330 
Civic Center Drive in Torrance. 

ceramic, lacquer, deer antler, boar tusk, 
and glass. 

A lecture with the theme of “Some 
Sources to Consider” by Hollis Goodall, 
LACMA’s Curator of Japanese Art will 
be held on Monday, May 23, at 3:30 pm, 
at Bing Theater, in the LACMA campus. 
Admission free. Open to the public. 

Goodall will discuss Edo period 
(1615-1868) themes and subjects as they 
were employed by netsuke carvers. She 
will discuss possible origins of these 
motifs, how artists working in different 
media conceived of shared subject mat-
ter and how those motifs were designed 
and executed. 

The use of themes from popular 
culture will be explored as will subject 
matter appearing in the form of both 
netsuke and illustrated popular novels.

LCMA’s Japanese Pavilion is also 
exhibiting: “Rustling in the Grass: Japa-
nese Bird, Flower and Animal Painting” 
through May 17; and “Japanese Prints: 
Inspired by and Inspiring Hiroshige” 
through June 5.

Pavilion for Japanese Art at the Los 
Angeles County Museum of Art is 
located at 5905 Wilshire Boulevard, Los 
Angeles, CA 90036. Museum hours: 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 12 
noon – 8 pm; Friday 12 noon – 9 pm; 
Saturday and Sunday 11 am – 8 pm; and 
closed Wednesdays.        

For further information about Japa-
nese art exhibitions at LACMA, call (323) 857-6565. www.lacma.org

LACMA continuted from page 2

Shelters Continued on page 7
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As of April 19, the following 
bank accounts are available to accept 
donations from overseas.  (Name 
of City: Name of Bank; Name of 
Branch; Bank Account Number; 
Swift Code; Beneficiary’s name in 
Japanese (account name); English 
translation of Beneficiary’s name 
and address)

Ofunato City: The Bank of 
Iwate;  Ofunato Branch;  034-
2052381; BAIWJPJT; Ofunato 
shi saigai gienkin; Ofunato City 
Disaster Relief Fund, Ofunato City, 
Iwate Prefecture

Rikuzen-takata City: The Bank of 
Iwate; Takada Branch; 033-2044626; 
BAIWJPJT; Rikuzen takata shi saigai 
taisaku honbu; Rikuzen-takata City 
Disaster Management Office, Ri-

By Georgia Robinson, Assistant Foreign 
Language Teacher at Noda Village in 
Iwate Prefecture

When I was first assigned to teach 
English in this small village on the north 
east coast of Japan, I imagined my time 
here would be slow and peaceful. So when 
the earthquake of 3/11 shook the board of 
education office I was working in, I had no 
idea just how quickly the quiet country life 
I have become used to could be changed 
in an instant.

I am from New Zealand, so like Japan, 
I am used to the occasional earthquake. 
Though the earthquake of 3/11 was the 
biggest and longest one I have ever ex-
perienced, there was very little damaged 
caused by it all the way up here. 

After the earthquake had finished, we 
all went back to work! Even when the 
tsunami siren sounded, I never in a mil-
lion years imagined that we could truly 
be affected by it. We have had warnings 
before, but usually nothing comes of it. I 
watched with curiosity as streams of cars 
began heading inland, but those around 
me were calm, 'this is no big deal' I thought 
to myself. 

45 minutes later and the excitement of 
the big earthquake had almost been forgot-
ten. Then the sirens sounded again. This 
time people were rushing up to the second 
floor of our office. We got up there just in 
time. From the second story window of 
the office, I watched as the water came in 
just a little at first, and then suddenly half 
of the village was floating by. 

It had actually happened. I couldn't 
believe it. I watched as the water surged 
through my village, bringing cars, houses, 
trees, chunks of the concrete tsunami wall 
and anything else in it's path with it. 

The power of the water was amazing 
and frightening. As we saw the water rush 
in, and then slowly be sucked back out, I 
was surprised at the quietness of the water. 
The only sounds were the occasional snap-
ping of wood, or the shout of someone 
far off. I felt like I was watching a movie. 
Surely this could not happen to such a 

English teacher from New Zealand witnesses Japanese patience at Noda in Iwate

(Above) Shige Higashi, publisher of Cultural News, holds a message card from Los Angeles high school 
students with Georgia Robinson from New Zealand at a classroom of Noda Middle School on April 17. 
(Bottom) The athletic ground of Noda Middle School is turning to a temporary prefabricated housing area 
for the March 11 disaster evacuees. As of April 30, 300 evacuees are living at shelters in Noda. (Cultural 
News Photos)

small peaceful place like Noda!
After a cold night spent trapped in the 

office with continuous aftershocks and 
more tsunami warnings, I knew it was real. 
I began to wonder what would become of 
Noda. Nearly all the downtown shops had 
been destroyed, the road was blocked and 
debris and mud were everywhere. Many 
families rely on fishing for income and 
food, how can life continue to go on here 
with so much destruction? 

But life has and will go on in Noda. 
I have always known that the Japanese 
are very strong people, but this natural 
disaster has proven to me just how amaz-
ing they are.

After the tsunami hit, I kept expecting 
my fellow workmates to leave, to go home 
and check on their houses and families. 
But nobody left. From the moment the 
water drained back out, my Japanese 
colleagues began clearing away the mud 
and debris that had swamped our office. 
Straight away, the people of Noda began 
the painful task of cleaning up, and looking 
for those they have lost. 

What to me looked like an impossible 
task, clearing the streets and opening the 
roads, was achieved within days. The 
people of Noda, and Japan have never 
given up. Even during the first week when 
petrol ran out, snow began to fall and food 
was scarce, the people continued working 
and helping each other. 

Here they do not waste time feeling 
sorry for themselves and lamenting the 
loss of their homes and possessions. 
Instead they do what needs to be done, 
even if it is an unpleasant task or the 
conditions are bad. Nobody complains, 
or gets angry. 

Where I expected to find grief I found 
smiles. Life has gone on here, things are 
slowly coming back to normal. It's now 
possible to look out my office window 
and imagine that the tsunami never came. 
But of course it did, and all I have to do is 
look behind my office building to see the 
vast area of flattened homes and realize 
how lucky I am. My house is ok, I am ok, 
my students and the people I work with 

are all ok. 
I cannot even begin to comprehend 

the loss felt by those around me. I can't 
imagine what it is like to have everything 
you own, washed away in an instant. Or 
to go through the pain of trying to find a 
loved one that is missing. 

All along the north-eastern coast of 
Japan, people are suffering unimaginable 
hardships. I wish there was something I 
could do for everyone! But I know that 
the best thing I can do is stay positive. 
The people of Noda have taught me this. 
Its time to look forward and focus on the 
good things.

Despite everything, the new school 
year had started on time (of earlier April), 

so I am back in the classroom teaching 
English once again. It feels a little surreal 
to look out from the hill the school is built 
on, and see half of the village gone. But I 
no longer feel sad when I see the tsunami's 
damage. 

Instead I feel the strength of the 
Japanese people. Who keep sharing their 
smiles and jokes, and most importantly, 
never give up!  I am proud to call Noda, 
and Japan, home!

Georgia Robinson is an assistant for-
eign language teacher at Noda Village 
in Iwate Prefecture since July 2009. She 
teaches English to students from pre-
school to middle school in Noda. She 
comes from Nelson in New Zealand.

Local Relief Fund Information
kuzen-atakata City, Iwate Prefecture

Kamaishi City: The Bank of 
Iwate; Kamaishi Branch; 036-
2046292; BAIWJPJT; Kamaishi shi 
jishin saigai gienkin; Kamaishi City 
Earthquake Disaster Relief Fund, 
Kamaichi City, Iwate Prefecture

Otsuchi Town: The Bank of Iwate; 
Otsuchi Branch; 039-2037777; BAI-
WJPJT; Otsuchi cho saigai gienkin; 
Otsuchi Town Disaster Relief Fund, 
Otsuchi Town, Iwate Prefecture

Miyako City :  The Bank of 
Iwate: Miyako Chuo Branch; 041-
2093134; BAIWJPJT; Miyako shi 
saigai gienkin; Miyako City Disas-
ter Relief Fund, Miyako City, Iwate 
Prefecture

Fund Continued on page 7

Urban Lifestyle.”
Eastern Japan Earth Quake Installation 

will take place from July 13 through July 
17 in Little Tokyo. The exact location is 
not decided yet. While the recent disaster 
has affected many different regions of 
Japan, this exhibit will focus primarily on 
the stories of the people recovering in the 
Tohoku area. Prof. Abe, in collaboration 
with Sendai-based newspaper Kahoku 
Shimpo, is currently gathering images and 
stories of those individuals and the transla-

tion of these stories will be provided by 
the UCLA Paul I. and Hisako Terasaki 
Center for Japanese Studies.  The focus 
of the exhibition will not be about the di-
saster itself, but rather about the people in 
Japan dealing with this difficult situation 
in their day to day lives, and helping one 
another.  The actual exhibit will include a 
series of large scale photographic essays, 
interviews in text and audio form, and 
possibly video footage as well.

The event and exhibition schedules of 
Little Tokyo Design Weeks can be found 
at www.LTDesignWeek.com.

Design continuted from page 2
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might be like the coming back of Nau-
sicaa, in this time of natural devastation 
and nuclear fallout.

This museum, situated between the 
heart of the town and a green mountain, 
is a meeting place of nature, culture, 
past, present and future. It keeps Ben 
Shahn's painting of Aikichi Kuboyama, 
who went dead because of the radiation 
caused by the Bikini nuclear explosion. 
Shahn's picture was used last year as a 
part of special exhibition of objet d'art, 
building up imagery of Apocalyptic fu-
ture programmed by the contemporary 
Japanese artist Kenji Yanobe.

So we keep going on in this town, 
sharing moments of joy and facing 

Fukushima continuted from page 3

TEL: 310-782-8483
E-mail: mail@sushischool.net

Only 2 months, You can be a Sushi Chef!

Sushi Chef Institute
Enroll Now!!

www.sushischool.net
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many problems. The biggest problem 
is fear of radiation. Although the risk 
of nuclear fallout giving a long term 
damage to the health of our children is 
turning slowly from probable to pos-
sible, some parents are unhappy with the 
national government letting the children 
run and jump in the school ground, 
where the level of radiation is higher 
than other places. Some public parks in 
Fukushima City and Koriyama City in 
Fukushima Prefecture have "DANGER" 
signs. Some of our friends are going 
away; others are coming back.

Level of radiation: 1.54 microsieverts 
/ hour.

Ryota Iijima teaches American litera-
ture and English language at Fukushima 
University, Japan.

Yamada Town: The Bank of Iwate; 
Yamada Branch; 043-2036476; BAI-
WJPJT; Yamada cho dai jishin saigai 
gienkin; Yamada Town Great Earth-
quake Disaster Relief Fund, Yamada 
Town, Iwate Prefecture

Iwaizumi Town: The Bank of Iwate; 
Iwaizumi Branch; 044-2023749; BAI-
WJPJT; Iwa izumi cho saigai gienkin; 
Iwaizumi Town Disaster Fund, Iwaizu-
mi Town, Iwate Prefecture

Tanohata Village: The Kita-Nippon 
Bank; Iwaizumi Branch; 032-7011834; 
KNPBJPJT; Tanohata mura sagai gienkin; 
Tanohata Village Disaster Relief Fund, 

Tanohata Village, Iwate Prefecture
Kuji City: The Bank of Iwate; Kuji 

Chuo Branch; 045-2057188; BAI-
WJPJT; Kuji shi jishin saigai gienkin; 
Kuji City Earthquake Disaster Relief 
Fund, Kuji City, Iwate Prefecture

Fudai Village: The Bank of Iwate; 
Noda Branch; 046-2018960; BAI-
WJPJT; Fudai mura jishin saigai gien-
kin; Fudai Village Earthquake Disaster 
Relief Fund, Fudai Village, Iwate 
Prefecture

Noda Village: The Bank of Iwate; 
Noda Branch; 046-2018951; BAI-
WJPJT; Noda mura saigai gienkin; 
Noda Village Disaster Relief Fund, 
Noda Village, Iwate Prefecture

Fund continuted from page 6

and said that her son was working in San 
Diego until a few years ago, so she knew 
about San Diego.  

Mr. Hasegawa, who provided my 
transportation in the disaster area, de-
livered some food to Asunaro Home, a 
workshop for mentally challenged people 
in Rikuzen-takata. 

The welfare facility was located on 
the top of hill and escaped the tsunami on 
March 11. The main building withstood 
the earthquake, and the grounds and a 
smaller building received minor damage. 
Asunaro Home did not provide housing 
accommodations but was a workshop for 
20 challenged people in ages ranging from 
18 to 60 years old. 

Asunaro Home produced dry foods and 
bakery items to sell at local markets and 
stores in Rikuzen-takata. With the March 
11 tsunami, they lost all their outlets to sell 
items as well as some members’ group-
home. All seven group-homes for chal-
lenged people in the city were gone. 

Asunaro Home is asking the people 
in Los Angeles to help raise funds to 
rebuild one of their group-homes near 
the area. If they could not have hous-
ing accommodations for these chal-
lenged people near their workshop, these 
challenged people would have to move 
to other cities.

When a bank account number to ac-
cept donations and a rebuilding plan is 
available, Cultural News will report the 
information.   

Shelters continuted from page 5

Let’s Learn Japanese Language

Kyodo – Japanese Language School Unified System

Five School Locations

Valley Gakuen Rafu Chuo Gakuen

Pasadena Gakuen Irvine School (New)

Kochu Gakubu

Open House
June 4 and June 11 (Saturdays), morning

For more information, call the administrative office at (213) 383-4706

www.kyodosystem.org

Main Building at 1218 Menlo Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90006
office@kyodosystem.org fax: (213) 487-7015

Summer Day Camp to learn
Japanese language and culture

by Kyodo – Japanese Language School Unified System

Duration: Week days during June 20 through August 26 (closed on July 4)

Tuition: $250 per week + material fee (discount applied for more than two weeks)

Japanese language and culture programs for students from five-year old to 12-year

old
Each week, Kyodo’s summer day camp features different topics about “Summer in

Japan” such as 1) Summer ritual and customs in Japan, 2) Activities in summer, 3)
Sea and mountains, 4) Food, 5) Family. 6) Geography in Japan. (Subject to change)

Location: Kyodo – Japanese Language School Unified System Main Building

1218 Menlo Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90006
Application deadline: June 10 (In case, the applicants would be less than 10

students, classes would be cancelled)

For information, call (213) 383-4706 www.kyodosystem.org
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JUNE 26 HOLLYWOOD BOWL

BIG IN JAPAN

YELLOW MAGIC ORCHESTRA

CIBO MATTO
BUFFALO DAUGHTER

TOWA TEI

Taiko CenTer of Los angeLes
direCTed by rev. Tom kurai

eriC J. LawrenCe
hosT

kCrw’s worLd fesTivaL

HollywoodBowl.com | 323.850.2000 

Parking, shuttle & venue policies at HollywoodBowl.com/GettingThere
Programs, artists, prices and dates subject to change.
This concert generously sponsored by All Nippon Airways. 

                  800.745.3000 • Groups (10+) 323.850.2050

TICKETS ON SALE MAY 7 AT 10AM!
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