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There are dance videos and shamisen vide-
os.  But KABUKI HAYASHI (Japanese percus-
sion) videos are rarely found or discussed espe-
cially in English or with English subtitles. I have 
decided to make them as I believe this art is too 
precious to be hidden or lost. 

 
HAYASHI is a very sophisticated, delicate, and 
very well planned art form which adds great di-
mension to KABUKI.  
 I believe HAYASHI is a treasure of Japan and of 
humankind.  

 
The secrets of HAYASHI have been handed 
down by word of mouth by families from genera-
tion to generation and there is no real writings or 
manuscripts on it.  

 
With the guidance of Master 
Katada Shinjuro, I am trying 
to uncover the world of 
HAYASHI by producing 
YouTube videos in Japa-
nese language with English 
subtitles.  I hope it can 
reach a broad audience who 
are looking to find the defini-
tion of "Japanese percus-
sion" but also further the art 
and introduce it to new per-
formers.   

KABUKI HAYASHI takes the world of percussion 
to another place. 

 
OHAYASHI-JUKU (Japanese Percussion 
School) invites you to the world of HAYASHI! 

 
Have you heard of HAYASHI? HAYASHI is the 
Japanese percussion and a flute used for KABU-
KI. However, it is not simply just percussion but 
play countless roles behind the scenes for KA-
BUKI. KABUKI started around 400 years ago as 
a classical Japanese dance-drama. 

 
It is known for its stylization of drama and for the 
elaborate make-up of its performers. They do not 
use any verbal announcement nor conductors. 

 
On stage, they accompany shamisen music with 
four instruments: kotsuzumi (hand-drum), okawa 
(hip drum), shime-taiko, and flute.  

 

Los Angeles-based Hayashi (Japanese percussion) artist 
Mariko Watabe starts public lectures with YouTube 

 

Hayashi Juku (Japanese Percussion School) Part I via YouTube 
https://youtu.be/KDMzTLuikCA 

Hayashi (Japanese per-
cussion) artist Mariko 
Watabe (Courtesy of 
the artist) 
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However, HAYASHI supports KABUKI theater by 
providing comprehensive sound effects and 
cues. They convey messages with the use of 
sound.  

 
HAYASHI makes sounds to introduce the up-
coming stories without verbal announcements. 
HAYASHI provides background music to stories 
as well as sound effects, such as the sound of 
rain, wind, ghosts, festivals, and war and many 
more. HAYASHI also evokes particular scenes or 
actions stand out, keeps time for stage transi-
tions, gives dramatic scene changes, and much 
more.   

 
So many themes are used for KABUKI plays. 
From historical stories from the 8th century, 
which deal with famous battles of samurai, to the 
life of the commoner.   

 
HAYASHI incorporates all kinds of sounds to en-
liven the story with the use of over 800 patterns 
of GEZA music, which is the music that is played 
off stage. KABUKI HAYASHI is the comprehen-
sive art of sound and it is very crucial to have 
HAYASHI for KABUKI dance and music. 

 
OHAYASHI-JUKU (Japanese Percussion 

School) videos welcome audiences to the world 
of KABUKI HAYASHI which is rarely discussed. 

 
In the first video, I would like to introduce the 
SHIBYOSHI, the four main instruments for 
HAYASHI that are KOTSUZUMI, OKAWA, TAI-
KO and flute and its history.    

    
HAYASHI-JUKU Part I: SHIBYOSHI via 
YouTube 
https://youtu.be/KDMzTLuikCA 
 
HAYASHI-JUKU Channel via YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCOtd5V9gQBwU3P1Gngr3TVQ 

 
ABOUT MARIKO WATABE 
   Born and trained in Japan, Mariko Watabe is 
one of the U.S.-based experts in theatrical Kabu-
ki style music and dance.  

 
She is an accredited master & teacher in many 
fields with 50+ years overall experience playing 
traditional Japanese hand drums, small drums, 
shamisen, vocals and dance. Mariko Watabe 
currently resides in Los Angeles, CA. 
 
She goes by her stage names Kimisen Katada 
for Hayashi, Kyosho Yamato for Yamatogaku,  
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Kichitoji Kineya for Nagauta and Marifuji Bando 
for dance. 
 
Since 1974, she has introduced Kabuki dance 
and music to American audiences nation-
wide.  She has given performances, lectures, and 
demonstrations in all types of learning institutions 
throughout the United States. Other notable work 
includes collaborations with musicians from other 
genres including jazz, and koto. She has worked 
on soundtracks for off Broadway shows.   
 
After living in Chicago, and New York, she moved 

to California in 2012. Shortly thereafter, she 
formed a non-profit organization called “Fuji Jap-
anese Music,” and began classes at the Oxnard 
Buddhist Temple in Oxnard, California in March 
2013. She is now teaching classes in Gardena, 
California. 
 
She performs with her students and does collab-
orations with fellow Nagauta, Yamatogaku musi-
cians in Los Angeles.  She continues to teach 
classes in New York and makes frequent trips to 
Japan for additional training and performances. 
 
http://fujijapanesemusic.org/ 
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MEHER'S DAILY ART HUG:  
 
In Japan, there is an old and 
admirable tradition of repairing 
precious items and continuing 
to enjoy them in their repaired 
state.  
 
Although the tradition proba-
bly arose from necessity 
among poorer communities 
who repaired clothing by 
patching and stitching frag-
ments together to make 
something new, it gained mo-
mentum within the context of 
the tea ceremony in the 16th 
century due to the aesthetic of 
sabi (a beauty that comes with 
age and loving use), which was 
embraced my many tea mas-
ters and practitioners.  
 
The most well known expression of 
this aesthetic is in a practice called 
kintsugi, the repair of broken ce-
ramic vessels using gold lacquer. 
Since then, beloved tea bowls, 
caddies and other vessels that 
were broken or cracked have been 
mended with lacquer sprinkled with 

powdered with gold, extend the vessel's life, and 
often making it even more beautiful. Today's hug 
features a 17th century tea bowl in the collection 

of BachmannEckenstein Japa-
neseArt in Basel, Switzerland - a 
Japanese art dealer that has rec-
ognized the beauty of kintsugi and 
educated many collectors world-
wide about these wares. The bowl 
was clearly badly damaged, but 
the repair is so well done that it 
appears to be a subtle, elegant 
design in the ceramic. With kintsu-
gi in mind, I can't help hoping that 
we will find a way to heal the 
many cracks in our society so that 
we produce something more 
healthy, beautiful and filled with 

love. (June 3, 2020) 
 
Meher McArthur is an Asian art his-

torian who specializes in Japanese 
art. She is based in Los Angeles and 
works as Academic Curator at 
Scripps College in Claremont, CA. 
She began writing her Daily Art Hugs 
on March 12, 2020 as a way of add-
ing something positive, healing and 
beautiful to her friends' Facebook 
feeds during the lockdown. 

a Japanese 17th century bowl with 

kintsugi repair, Bachmann Eckenstein 

Japanese Gallery, Basel, Switzerland.  

Meher McArthur (photo by 
Deanie Nyman) 
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