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Los Angeles’ prefecture association appeals public to 
send donation to Kumamoto heavy rain victims  

Forwarded for Nanka  
Kumamoto Kenjinkai  
(Kumamoto Prefecture  
Association of Southern 
California) 
 
Hello everyone, 
Picnicking season has  
arrived  again this year. 
 
If not for the coronavirus, 
usually during this time of 
year, we would be spending time together with 
the members of the Kenjinkai at our annual  
summer picnic, but it is unfortunate that we will 
have to cancel the event this year. 
 
We are terribly sorry to those who have been 
looking forward to the event! 
  
The coming year, 2021, will mark the Kenjinkai's 
120th anniversary, and if the situation allows us 
to do so, we are planning on having a celebration 
as well as our usual summer picnic.  
 
Although we are unable to gather together this 
year, I hope to keep our strong bonds as a  
community and I hope that everyone spends their 
time positively until the day we can reunite. 
  
Heavy Rain Relief  
 
Kyushu has been experiencing extremely heavy 
rain recently, Hitoyoshi and Kuma Districts in  

Kumamoto Prefecture being a 
couple of the highly impacted  
areas with over 70 deaths, and 
many victims of the storm.  
 
Officials have been continuing to 
search for missing people after 
this incident. Nanka Kumamoto 
Kenjinkai is saddened by this  
occurrence during the ongoing 

recovery from the Kuramoto  
earthquake and in combatting the 

coronavirus.  
 
We deeply sympathize for those who were affect-
ed by this. In this regard, we would like to support 
the victims with our members and friends, do-
ing what we can to the best of our abilities.  
 
Any kind of support is greatly appreciated. If 
there is anyone who is interested in supporting 
those who have been affected by the recent rain-
storm, please send donations to the address be-
low. 
 
Make Check Payable to: NANKA KUMAMOTO KENJINKAI 
Make Memo: 2020 KUMAMOTO HEAVY RAIN RELIEF  
Send to: Yoshikuni Okita,19135 South Poseidon Ave.,  
Cerritos, CA 90703 
 

For more information, contact: (562) 522-1510, or 
angelinakumamon@gmail.com  
 

https://nankakumamotokenjinkaiusa.blogspot.com/  

Kuma River floods street of Hitoyoshi City on 

July 4 morning. (Source: Mainichi Shimbun) 
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Amid “Stay at Home” situation to stop 
spread Coronavirus infections, the Japan 
Foundation Los Angeles started virtual 
concert “Music Mondays” series form April 
20 to bring some cheer to people’s lives 
by music.   
 

Music Mondays by Japan 
Foundation www.facebook.com/JFLALC  
 
APRIL 20: MIKE PENNY 
https://youtu.be/1RBsTix7Gx0 
 
Mike Penny has received numerous 
awards for his innovative compositions and 
performances using the Tsugaru Shamisen.  

 
In 2007, he received the Japan Foundation’s 
Uchida Fellowship, which allowed him to study 
the instrument in Japan with Tokyo’s highly re-
spected Tsugaru shamisen sensei Fukushi 
Toyoaki.  

 
Mike has given hundreds of public performances 
and continues to perform regularly as a solo artist 
and in various groups. He has become known 
through his many viral video performances on 
YouTube. 

 
APRIL 27: Eien Hunter-Ishikawa 
https://youtu.be/IHtYI4YV8e0 

 
Eien Hunter-Ishikawa is a musician, educator, 
and composer specializing in taiko, shinobue, 
and percussion. Recognized for his musicianship 
and versatility, he integrates his background of 
jazz, Western percussion, and traditional  

Japanese music to create an original and  
inventive approach to his teaching and  
performance.  

 
Eien has collaborated with many pioneers of  
innovative music including the Robert Hohner  
Percussion Ensemble, Kenny Endo, On  
Ensemble, John Kaizan Neptune, Alcvin Ryuzen 
Ramos, Colleen Lanki, TaikoArts Midwest,  
Naomi Sato, Vancouver Intercultural Orchestra, 
Zenshin Daiko, Ho Etsu Taiko, Makoto Taiko, 
and Enso Daiko.  

 
After receiving early training from Saburo  
Mochizuki of the renowned Tokyo ensemble 
Sukeroku Daiko, Eien earned his Bachelor of  
Music Education at Central Michigan University 
and his Master of Music Performance at  
University of Hawaii at Manoa.  
 
He is a passionate advocate of Edo Bayashi and 

Eien Hunter-Ishikawa on “Music Mondays” by Japan Foundation 

Continuing to the next page 
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Kotobuki Jishi (the traditional festival music 
and lion dance of Tokyo) and continues his 
in-depth study under Wakayama Shachu’s 
Kyosuke Suzuki, with kind support from 
Miyamoto Unosuke Shoten.  

 
Eien is an in-demand instructor and fre-
quently presents workshops and lessons to 
various groups around the country. His 
website’s many articles, instructional vide-
os, and online lessons are utilized by stu-
dents worldwide.  

 
When not on the road, Eien makes beer, 
bread, natto, kimchi, miso, hot sauce, and 
other culinary pursuits at his home in Portland, 
Oregon. Recipes are featured on his blog, along 
with musician interviews and other eccentrici-
ties. www.eienhunterishikawa.com 

 
May 4: Saeko Kujiraoka 
https://youtu.be/FOQUJIDRHAM 
 
Saeko Kujiraoka began studying the Ikuta  
technique of Koto playing in Tokyo, Japan. She 
received an advanced degree in Koto, Sangen, 
and classical singing from the Michio Miyagi 
School of Koto in Japan.  

 
She teaches private Koto lessons in the Los  
Angeles area and performs at the colleges,  
museums and various receptions. She is  
proactively involved in various collaborations with 
harp, orchestra, jazz & Bossa Nova groups, etc. 
2019 New Year's Day's Rose Parade in  
Pasadena CA, Saeko played the Koto on top of 
the float of a Japanese garden by Sierra Madre 
Rose Float Association.  

May 11: Shawnee Schroeder 
https://youtu.be/3xRbpjXt6WA 
 
When Shawn was first introduced to the 
shakuhachi, when he was a very young teenager 
from his father that used a wooden shakuhachi 
for his yoga practice.  

 
Shawn became very interested in the instrument 
and begin to listen to shakuhachi recordings he 
found in the world music section at the record 
store. In his early adulthood, Shawn became se-
rious and begin his study around 2004 in Los An-
geles.  
 
With sensei Kaoru Kakizakai , and for the past 10 
years he has been traveling back and forth from 
the United States to Japan to further his study of 
traditional honkyoku/sankyoku, and become 
Shihan, through the School of Kokusai Shakuha-
chi Kenshukan (International Study Group)  
 

Continued from the previous page 

Shakuhachi maker and player  Shawnee Schroender on “Music  

Mondays” 

Continuing to the next page 

https://culturalnews.com/weekly
mailto:higashi@culturalnews.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a80_iixv4DAsGpB6QOipCGqoUUH-EomRr53BoL_0yX4ZwTPKZ9Ov1t8gqq6dhwZuPIdpcDS1JZ9x9vYYhcdft6MTOCkhF-oINaKwM6l5z-CRttMcWh41vPnc3X0BlQlRi1TaIbsv_FRtNFrv8nXmMWFVglzhf5-0&c=5_Z1g5Jpj79U4FDkDrLPevPQu6jV64Sa_NpJuoMNHuxWZmZGSqKrKA==&ch=J3e5u
https://youtu.be/FOQUJIDRHAM
https://youtu.be/3xRbpjXt6WA


                         Weekly Cultural News / July 20  - 26, 2020                                 Page 4 

Virtual Concert: Japan Foundation’s “Music Mon-
days” featuring Japanese-themed repertoire 

As well he has studied with Tozan 
teacher Bill Shozan.  

 
He also has a passion for making 
Shakuhachi both jiari and jinashi 
Shakuhachi, his Shakuhachi Making 
name is ChikuShin, made at his work-
shop in the mountain valleys of Santa 
Susana California.  
https://shakuhachi.us/  

 
May 18: Takako Uemura (Jazz vocal) 
https://youtu.be/2KmSLc_JO9Y 
 
Takako brings warm, happy and nostalgic sound 
to you. She creates jazz standards and old Japa-
nese folk songs to relive and tell a story.  

 
Takako's debut CD " Common Ground " was re-
leased on February 2010 produced by world re-
nowned drummer Peter Erskine. 

 
June 1: David Neptune 
https://youtu.be/j7hEoJnCi_o 
 
David Neptune is a documentary filmmaker and 
musician living in Los Angeles. Born and raised 
in Japan, David comes from a background in 
Japanese music thanks to playing percussion in 
concerts with his musician father John Kaizan 
Neptune.  

 
He moved to the US in 2000 and later started di-
recting new media videos. He transitioned into 
making documentary films and in 2019 complet-
ed his first documentary feature film Words Can’t 
Go There about his father and his life of music.  
 
June 8: Ken Koshio (Taiko & Shamisen) 
https://youtu.be/Cg_7t50818g 

Ken Koshio was born in Nagoya, Japan. Since 
1998, he’s been active as a singer and songwrit-
er in the United States. After being active in Los 
Angeles for 7 years as a folk rock musician, the 
experiences of 9-11 made him take his musical 
journey all across the United States through his 
Thousand Cranes Tour in 2002, which he 
brought 10,000 origami cranes that he received 
while traveling through LA to NY on old route 66.  

 
He moved to Phoenix in 2004, where he experi-
enced his first time beating the taiko drums. 
Since then, he has been actively involved in Jap-
anese arts and culture and holds classes in his 
dojo (studio).  

 
He spends time going around schools in Arizona 
to spread his love for Japanese arts and crafts to 
young students.  
 
Ken continues to challenge musical genres 
through collaborating with Native American art-
ists and receiving a teaching certification for Hiro-
shima Jidaiko (Indigenous Taiko drums) from 
The Hiroshima Preservation Society.  
www.kenkoshio.com 

Continued from the previous page 
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Ohayashi Juku (Japanese percussion lecture)  
Kabuki Series #6  talks about “Spooky Sounds” 

By Mariko Watabe 

 
There are dance videos and shamisen 
videos.  But KABUKI HAYASHI 
(Japanese percussion) videos are 
rarely found or  discussed especially in 
English or with English subtitles.  

 
I have decided to make them as I  
believe this art is too precious to be 
hidden or lost. With the guidance of 
Master Katada Shinjuro,  
 
I am trying to uncover the world of 
HAYASHI by producing YouTube videos in  
Japanese language with English subtitles.   

 
I hope it can reach a broad audience who are 
looking to find the definition of "Japanese  
percussion" but also further the art and introduce 
it to a few performers.  
 
HAYASHI is the Japanese percussion and flute 
used for KABUKI. However, it is not simply just 
percussion but it plays countless roles behind the 
scenes in KABUKI. 

 
In the first video https://youtu.be/KDMzTLuikCA ,  
I introduced you to the SHIBYOSHI, the four main 
instruments for HAYASHI which are KOTSUZU-
MI, OKAWA, TAIKO and flute and its history.    

 
The second video https://youtu.be/5fJx5UaQzAE 
is about “The Ritualistic Music.”   
 
The third video https://youtu.be/fpil5uOoUDs is 
about “Overture Music.”  
  
The fourth video https://youtu.be/Job1zEJIprg is 
about “The Music Accompaniment During Dance 
Dialogue.”  
 
The fifth video https://youtu.be/GjpwbjlwtlE is about 
“The sounds of Nature.” 

In Ohayashi Juku - Kabuki Series #6  
https://youtu.be/qFiyyB8hjtM 
is about the “Spooky Sounds that are used for  
Kabuki music”.   

 
What typical sounds are used to convey spooky 
noise?  In western culture? How does it differ in 
Japanese music?  This episode is an introduction 
of the sounds used in Kabuki music to  
demonstrate a spooky noise, ghosts as well as 
uneasy dark scenes.   

 
The instrument used as well as example pieces 
will be shown and explained such as “Seki no 
To”(Gate at the Barrier), “ Futa Omote”(Double 
Face), “Kasane”(A Girl Called Kasane), and 
“Yoshino Yama” (Mt Yoshino).  Please enjoy the 
art of Japanese ghost sounds and learn how it is 
used in Kabuki pieces. 

 
Mariko Watabe has been introducing Kabuki 
dance and music to American audiences nation-
wide for over 40 years. She goes by her stage 
names such as; Kimisen Katada for Hayashi, 
Kyosho Yamato for Yamatogaku, Kichitoji Kineya 
for Nagauta; and Marifuji Bando for dance.  
 
She is currently living in Los Angeles area. Her 
activities and performances are found at 
http://fujijapanesemusic.org  
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