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Los Angeles lost one of Japanese tradition  
keepers: Head of Azuma Dance School passed  

Mme. Azuma Sumako II, as known 
as Janice Aiso Edesa, 61, passed 
away on July 24 after a coura-
geous, 24-year battle with brain 
and spinal cancer. Sumako-sensei 
had been Head of Azuma Ryu 
classical Japanese dance school. 
 
Sumako-sensei was born in  
Tokyo, Japan, but was raised in 
Southern California. Her mother, 
Azuma Sumako I, a Nihon Buyō 
(classical Japanese dance)  
instructor, and grandmother,  
Okawa Sosetsu, a tea ceremony 
instructor, surrounded her with 
Japanese language and culture 
as a child.  
 
She showed tremendous talent in dance at a 
young age, and studied in Japan for many  
summers under the Soke (Grand Master) of the 
Azuma school, Tokuho Azuma.  
 
At age 14, she was awarded the natori (master) 
degree as a direct student of Mme. Tokuho 
Azuma. 
 
After the untimely death of her mother a few 
years later, young Sumako returned to Japan for 
one year and was a uchideshi (live-in) student 
under the Soke. She received her shihan 
(instructor's) degree at age 19, and honored her 
mother's legacy by returning to Southern Califor-
nia and continuing her mother's dance school.  

She also earned the senmonbu 
(specialty instructor’s) degree and 
was considered the North Ameri-
can representative to Azuma Ryu 
in Japan.  
 
In her 45 years of teaching, Mme. 
Azuma Sumako II trained fourteen 
students to earn the natori  degree 
and one student to earn the 
shihan degree. 
 
She was predeceased by her 
grandmother Okawa Sōsetsu, an 
Edo Senke tea ceremony  
instructor; mother Azuma Sumako 
I; father Daniel Aiso, a WWII vet-
eran and uncle Judge John Aiso.  
 

She is survived by her husband Richard Edesa, 
sister Yoko (Satoshi) Okada, niece Christine 
Okada-Seike (Andrew Seike), nephew Steven 
(Ivana) Okada and their children, stepdaughter 
Senta Edesa and her family. 
 
Sumako-sensei was honored as a Woman of the 
Year by the Downtown chapter of the JACL. She 
retired from her job as a corporate insurance  
broker (Senior Client Representative) for Marsh 
& McLennan Companies and had been teaching 
senior dance students until early 2020. 
      
There will be a private family burial. A public  
memorial service will be announced in the future, 
when community health conditions allow. 
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Ohayashi Juku (Japanese percussion lecture)  
Kabuki Series #7 talks about “Festival Music” 

By Mariko Watabe 

 
There are dance videos and 
shamisen videos.  But KABUKI 
HAYASHI (Japanese percussion) 
videos are rarely found or  dis-
cussed especially in English or 
with English subtitles.  

 
I have decided to make them as I  
believe this art is too precious to 
be hidden or lost. With the guid-
ance of Master Katada Shinjuro,  
 
I am trying to uncover the world of 
HAYASHI by producing YouTube videos in  
Japanese language with English subtitles.   

 
In the first video https://youtu.be/KDMzTLuikCA ,  
I introduced you to the SHIBYOSHI, the four main 
instruments for HAYASHI which are KOTSUZU-
MI, OKAWA, TAIKO and flute and its history.    

 
The second video https://youtu.be/5fJx5UaQzAE 
is about “The Ritualistic Music.”   
 
The third video https://youtu.be/fpil5uOoUDs is 
about “Overture Music.”  
  
The fourth video https://youtu.be/Job1zEJIprg is 
about “The Music Accompaniment During Dance 
Dialogue.”  
 
The fifth video https://youtu.be/GjpwbjlwtlE is about 
“The sounds of Nature.” 
 
The sixth video https://youtu.be/qFiyyB8hjtM is 
about the “Spooky Sounds that are used for Ka-
buki music.”   

 
In Ohayashi Juku - Kabuki Series #7 https://
youtu.be/3hJpLyAz0dw  is about the “Festival  
Music”.   
 
Many of you might be familiar with Japanese  

festivals as it is one of the main events in  
Japan.  The music played at festivals is energetic 
and inviting.   
 
You can also find festival music in Kabuki music. 
There are many Kabuki dance pieces that are  
influenced by folk music.   
 
This first part of a two part video explains the  
history of Edo Matsuri Bayashi, the folk music  
and of Matsuri Bayashi in Kabuki music.   
 
The instruments used for Matsuri Bayashi are  
explained, the different patterns and techniques 
used to create distinct sounds and feel. It also  
explains the first of the different patterns used in 
Matsuri Bayashi.  I hope you are enjoying the first 
of this two part series!  Next week we will move 
on to part 2 of Festival Music.   

 
Mariko Watabe has been introducing Kabuki 
dance and music to American audiences nation-
wide for over 40 years. She goes by her stage 
names such as; Kimisen Katada for Hayashi, 
Kyosho Yamato for Yamatogaku, Kichitoji Kineya 
for Nagauta; and Marifuji Bando for dance.  
 
She is currently living in Los Angeles area. Her 
activities and performances are found at 
http://fujijapanesemusic.org  
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Oakland, Northern California-based Shirley 
Kazuyo Muramoto Studio presents “Next  
Generation Geijitsuka” virtual events on five  
subsequent Tuesdays from June 30 to July 28 at 
8pm via https://www.facebook.com/NextGenJCA 
The following are archives of virtual stages of the 
artists of the next generation. 

    

June 30:  Kuniharu Yoshida (Los Angeles) 
Shodo Calligraphy     
https://youtu.be/VD4urFO_X58 
 
Kuniharu is a Japanese Calligrapher, Hip-hop 
Dancer, Teacher and is 1/4th of the concept-art 
collective “In the Attic,” based in Little Tokyo, Los 
Angeles.  

 
He collaborates with artists to combine sublime 
arts, merging traditional with the contemporary.  

 
Most notably, his works have been included in 
Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum’s Uneo Art Exhi-
bition with Tamayura-kai and Atelier Cosmos, he 
has done lectures at Netflix, and most recently 
was the Little Tokyo Service Center’s +LAB Artist 

in Resident, where his project “First Street North” 
won Best Documentary Short in the 2019 Asian 
Film Festival of Dallas. 

 
Kuniharu Yoshida was born and raised in Tokyo, 
Japan. In 1990 at the age of six, he began to 
learn Japanese Calligraphy under Master Yoshi-
ko Kawakita and Master Yoshitaro Yoshida, his 
grandfather. 

 
In 2009, Kuniharu visited Los Angeles, California 
for the first time. In 2012, he visited Los Angeles 
once again, staying for approximately three 
months. During this time he came to learn the 
history of Little Tokyo and decided to make Los 
Angeles his home base.  
 

July 7: Isabella Kazuai Lew (Oakland) with  
Isako Kajun Kashino (Sacrament) Koto 
https://youtu.be/wHXckcOljrU 
 
Isabella Kazuai Lew, an American of Japanese, 
Chinese, and Filipino descent, began taking koto 
lessons with Shirley Kazuyo Muramoto in 2005 as 
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part of an after-school koto class program at 
Montclair Elementary School in Oakland.  
 
In 2014, Isabella was awarded funding from the 
ACTA Alliance for California Traditional Arts with 
her teacher. That same year with help from this 
funding, Isabella attained her Shihan teaching 
credentials from the Chikushi Kai Koto  
Conservatory in Fukuoka, Japan, and attained 
the professional name of “Kazuai.” Although she 
does not speak much Japanese, she passed her 
tests with flying colors because music is the  
universal language. 

 
In 2020, she started assisting Muramoto Sensei 
in teaching the Monday Koto Workshops being 
taught at the Oakland Buddhist Church until the 
shelter in place was ordered due to the corona 
virus. Isabella also graduated from Cal Poly at 
San Luis Obispo in 2019 with a degree in civil  
engineering. 

July 14: Kyle Abbott (Santa Cruze) &  
Su Bunjamin (Berlin) Tsugaru Shamisen  
https://youtu.be/sUIZ2HgGv40 
 
Kyle Abbott has dedicated over 14 years to  
playing and building shamisen. He is the author 

of the world’s first authoritative shamisen  
building/playing manual, ‘Shamisen of Japan’, 
and is the founder of Bachido.  

 
Bachido is the world’s first international shamisen 
community. Featuring hundreds of hours of  
educational resources, Kyle has spearheaded a 
global push to make shamisen instruction  
accessible for everyone.  

 
With over 3000 members worldwide, beginners 
and professional players unite together to  
connect, learn and inspire each other. Kyle has 
led international instructional camps (Japan,  
Berlin and California), has competed in Japan’s 
National Tsugaru Shamisen tournaments.  

 
In 2019, he received the Judge’s Special Award 
in the highest division at Hirosaki World Tsugaru 
Shamisen Tournament.   

 
In 2015, Kyle assisted in the animated movie 
‘Kubo and the Two Strings’. The animators of the 
film wanted to see how shamisen was played 
live, so the executive producers invited Kyle to 
their studio, where they filmed him playing  
shamisen for the animators to record and  
observe.  

 
Kyle also recorded and produced two ‘Monsters 
of Shamisen’ albums (‘Stellar and Resonance), 
and also recorded and produced two solo 
albums, The Cuckoo and Frosty: A Retrospective 
Christmas. Kyle also plays shakuhachi, mandolin, 
banjo, guitar, bass, and other stringed  
instruments. He practices Tuvan throat singing 
styles as well. 
 
July 21: Brian Mitsuhiro Wong (Oakland) Koto 
https://youtu.be/QQt3R6xUHeg  
 
July 27: Bando Hiroshichiro (Los Angeles) 
with Bando Nao (Japan) Kabuki Buyo 
https://www.facebook.com/NextGenJCA 
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