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Hiroshima Day 2020: Live stream in English from Ground Zero 
to commemorate 75th Anniversary of Atomic Bombing  
Testimonies by Atomic-bombing survivors, a  
story telling,  and guided tours in the Peace Park 
will be streamed via YouTube from the ground 
zero of Hiroshima on August 6 (Aug.5 in Los An-
geles Time) to commemorate the 75th Anniver-
sary of Atomic Bombing on Hiroshima. 

 
Forwarded for Hiroshima Interpreters for 
Peace 

 
Our volunteer group, Hiroshima Interpreters for 
Peace (HIP), will live stream on YouTube to  
convey voices of Hiroshima in English on August 
6th, 2020 — the 75th anniversary of the atomic 
bombing. 

 
We’ll give a guided virtual tour of monuments  
and A-bombed buildings inside and outside  
Hiroshima’s Peace Memorial Park. Additionally, 
two atomic bomb survivors will share their  
testimonies. 

 
Every year on August 6th, Hiroshima Interpreters 
for Peace has held the Special A-bomb  
Testimony in English, where visitors can listen to 
atomic bomb survivors’ experiences in English.  
 

But due to coronavirus, we’re taking our August 
6th peace promotion activities online for the first 
time. 

 
We believe this step will help promote the  
abolition of war and nuclear weapons by  
increasing global access to Hiroshima’s A-bomb 
experience. We hope Hiroshima’s message of 
peace will encourage people struggling to  
overcome coronavirus, injustice, and violence 
around the world. 

 
The event starts with a greeting from Keiko 
Ogura, director of Hiroshima Interpreters for 
Peace, at 10am, and we’ll finish live streaming 
with the lantern floating ceremony in the evening. 

 
Program (subject to change) 
NOTE: All times are Japan Standard Time 

 
10:00 Message from Keiko Ogura, A-bomb survi-
vor and Director of HIP.      
Peace Park Tour: Introduction to the Peace Park, 
Atomic Bomb Victims Memorial Monument, Pond 
of Peace, Flame of Peace, Children’s Peace 
Monument, Atomic Bomb Dome 
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12:00 Peace Park Tour: Monument In Memory of 
the Korean Victims of the A bomb, Atomic Bomb 
Memorial Mound, Statue of Peace Buddha, 
Peace Bell 

 
13:00 Message from Kazuhiko Futagawa, an in-
utero survivor 

 
14:00 Peace Park Tour: Yorozuyo Bridge (about 
foreign students from Southeast Asia during 
World War II) 

 
15:00 Story Telling with Pictures about Keiko 
Ogura’s A-bomb experience: Discussion between 
Keiko and the high school student who drew the 
pictures 

 
16:30 Peace Park Tour:  Memorial Tower for Mo-
bilized Students, Rest House, Motoyasu River 
and Motoyasu Bridge 

 
18:00 Lantern floating in rivers 

 
YouTube channel Hiroshima Interpreters for 
peace 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCNrNPHYIDjln9sthpaYwnpA 
 
https://bit.ly/hiplive 
 
Contact Information 
Junji Yamada (HIP Chief Staff) 
E-mail: Visit our online message form 
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Live stream in English from Ground Zero to  
commemorate 75th Anniversary of Atomic Bombing  
Continued from the previous page 

Cultural News will sponsor Local Video Meet-
ing between Los Angeles and Hiroshima on Aug. 
5 from 3PM—5PM (PDT) via Zoom. Amid COVID
-19 outbreak, Cultural News holds “Los Angeles 

Video Meeting” every day since April 2 to talk 
each others because non-essential real meetings 
are prohibited.  To join  the local video meeting 
on Aug. 5, email higashi@culturalnews.com 

Los Angeles artist inspires international bell ringing  
to commemorate atomic bombings on Hiroshima Day 
The Japan Committee of Sister Cities Internation-
al plans to hold an international bell ringing  
commemoration of the 75th anniversary of peace 
between the U.S. and Japan since the dropping 
of the atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  
 
Bell ringing should commence at 4:15pm, 
Wednesday, August 5 (U.S. PDT), to coincide 
with the actual time and date the first bomb fell 
on Hiroshima at 8:15am, Thursday, August 6 
(Japan time).  
 
Bell ringing should occur again at 7:02pm, Satur-
day, August 8 (U.S. PDT) to coincide with the ac-
tual time and date the second bomb fell on Naga-
saki at 11:02am, Sunday, August 9 (Japan time).  
 

In conversations among citizen diplomats in  
California, the need to commemorate the  
upcoming 75th anniversary of the dropping of the 
atomic bombs was discussed in the lens of the 
abundance of U.S.-Japan sister city relationships 
that have been formed since the end of the war.  
 
One of these citizen diplomats was renowned 
photographer, artist, community leader, and  
social activist Richard Fukuhara in Los Angeles, 
who unfortunately passed away in Dec. 2018  
before his dream could manifest.  
 
At the time of his death, Fukuhara was working 
on a vision of his to have bells around the world 
ring 75 times to honor those lives lost in the  
Hiroshima and Nagasaki atomic bombings.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNrNPHYIDjln9sthpaYwnpA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNrNPHYIDjln9sthpaYwnpA
https://bit.ly/hiplive
https://www.hipj.org/en/inquiry
mailto:higashi@culturalnews.com


The Japanese American National 
Museum in Los Angeles presents 
“Online Conversation and Q&A – 
Houses for Peace: Exploring the 
Legacy of Floyd Schmoe” on 
Aug. 5, from 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm. 
 

Japanese American 
National Museum 
 
Wednesday, August 5, 2020  
7:00 PM—8:30 PM  
 
Online Conversation and 
Q&A—Houses for Peace:  
Exploring the Legacy of  
Floyd Schmoe  
 
Wednesday, August 5—7 P.M. (PDT),  
4 p.m. (Hawaii Standard Time)  
Thursday, August 6—11 a.m. (JST)  
 
In commemoration of the 75th anniversary of the 
end of World War II, join a conversation on what 
today’s audiences can learn and build on from 
the story of Floyd Schmoe, a lifelong grassroots 
activist for peace.  
 
The conversation will build on the documentary 
Houses for Peace (2018), that tells the story of 
Schmoe, who traveled with a diverse group of 
volunteers to the atomic-bombed city of Hiroshi-
ma over 70 years ago to build houses for survi-
vors of the atomic bomb and their families.  
 
The panel and Q&A will be moderated by Dr. Gail 
Nomura, Professor at the University of Washing-
ton, and feature 75-year-old atomic bomb survi-
vor Koko Kondo, who spent time with Schmoe as 

a young girl, as well as Kumiko 
Ogoshi Takai, the documentary’s 
director.  
 
They will be joined by Clement 
Hanami, VP of Exhibitions and Art 
Director at JANM, Takuo  
Takigawa, Director of Hiroshima 
Peace Memorial Museum, and 
Mike Carr, CEO of the Battleship 
Missouri Memorial. 
  
The documentary is available to 
stream now on NHK WORLD-
JAPAN’s video on demand  
service.  
https://www3.nhk.or.jp/nhkworld/

en/ondemand/video/3016023/ 
 
 
This program is FREE, but RSVPs are required 
using the Zoom link below. The program will be 
available in with simultaneous audio interpreta-
tion in both English and Japanese. Contact  
publicprograms@janm.org if you have any  
additional questions or specific access concerns.  
 
RSVP: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/
register/2915952795298/WN_rEue9E4XQrO-
AsAG4KScyw 
 
This program is presented in partnership with 
NHK WORLD-JAPAN, and with cooperation from 
the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum and the 
Battleship Missouri Memorial.  
 
In conjunction with the exhibition Under a Mush-
room Cloud: Hiroshima, Nagasaki, and the Atom-
ic Bomb 
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“Houses for Peace: Legacy of Floyd Schmoe” featured in 
online conversation by Japanese American National Museum 

Weekly Cultural News is a substitute publication for Monthly Cultural News  

Cultural News faces financial difficulties amid COVID-19 outbreak.  

We need $30,000 fund right away.  We have raise $6,500 as of the end of July.  

Your donation are appreciated  via https://culturalnews.com/donation 

Floyd Schemoe (Courtesy of Hiroshima 
Peace Memorial Museum) 

https://www3.nhk.or.jp/nhkworld/en/ondemand/video/3016023/
https://www3.nhk.or.jp/nhkworld/en/ondemand/video/3016023/
mailto:publicprograms@janm.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/2915952795298/WN_rEue9E4XQrO-AsAG4KScyw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/2915952795298/WN_rEue9E4XQrO-AsAG4KScyw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/2915952795298/WN_rEue9E4XQrO-AsAG4KScyw
http://www.janm.org/exhibits/under-a-mushroom-cloud/
http://www.janm.org/exhibits/under-a-mushroom-cloud/
http://www.janm.org/exhibits/under-a-mushroom-cloud/
https://culturalnews.com/donation
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East coast-based organizations to sponsor virtual discussion 
on documentary “Pictures from a Hiroshima Schoolyard” 
 
EngageAsia + Aligned Center, 
Film+Makers Series in East Coast 
 
Pictures from a Hiroshima 
Schoolyard: Turning Horror into 
Hope 
 
Presented in Partnership with MIT  
Japan 
 
U.S.: Wednesday, August 5 - 7:00 to 
8:00 PM 
Japan:  Thursday, August 6 - 8:00 to 
9:00 AM 
 
On the occasion of the 75th Anniversary 
of the Atomic Bombings of Japan, join 
EngageAsia for a discussion of the doc-
umentary film, Pictures from a Hiroshima 
Schoolyard and a ceremony to remember  
and honor this event. 
 
Panelists include Producer Shizumi Shigeto 
Manale, Director Bryan Reichhardt, Gretchen 
Jones, Judith Bauer, and Melvin Hardy.  
 
This webinar will be held via Zoom on  
Wednesday, August 5 at 7:00 PM EDT 
(Thursday, August 6 at 8:00 AM Japan Standard 
Time) for one hour and is free. Suggested dona-
tion of $10. 
 
Webinar Registration:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_DswXT9XQRzW_5TUyn8siMQ 
 
About the Film: 
 
A collection of surprisingly joyful drawings  
created by school children living among the ruins 
of Hiroshima in 1947 becomes the heart and soul 

of this true, inspiring story about an exchange of 
gifts between Americans and Japanese after a 
devastating war.  
 
This powerful documentary about reconciliation 
and the power of gift, introduces the children  
artists (now in their late 70s) who reflect on their 
early lives amidst the rubble of their destroyed 
city and the hope they shared through their art.  
 
In 2010, the newly restored drawings, buried for 
decades deep inside All Souls Church in  
Washington DC, are taken back to Japan where 
they are reunited with the artists and exhibited in 
the very building where they were created. 
 
Running With Cosmos Flowers 
 
Filmmaker Shizumi Shigeto Manale is also the 
author of Running with Cosmos Flowers: The 
Children of Hiroshima, which will be available on 
August 3, 2020.  
 

Weekly Cultural News is a substitute publication for Monthly Cultural News  

Your donation are appreciated  via https://culturalnews.com/donation 
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This August, the Nisei Week Foundation will 
proudly launch the Nisei Week 2020 Virtual  
Series, bringing the spirit of the Nisei Week  
Japanese Festival online to homes everywhere. 

While the 80th Nisei Week Japanese Festival is 
postponed due to COVID-19 public health  
concerns, the foundation will broadcast a series 
of programming beginning on August 15-16, 
timed to when the first weekend of the in-person 
festival would have been held in Los Angeles’ 
Little Tokyo district.  

The two-day virtual series kick-off will include 
musical performances, culinary demonstrations, 
cultural demonstrations and programming related 
to traditional Nisei Week events, such as ondo 
dancing, the lively Japanese community dancing 
ritual typically hosted on Little Tokyo’s First 
Street during the Closing Ceremony. 

“The Nisei Week Foundation’s mission is to  
promote Japanese and Japanese American  
heritage and traditions while bringing together 
the diverse communities of Southern California 
through arts and cultural education,” said David 
Yamahata, president of the Nisei Week Founda-
tion. “It is our hope that this special virtual series 
will serve as a platform to bring the matsuri spirit 
to everyone to enjoy.” 

The virtual series will launch on Saturday, August 
15, shining a spotlight on the rich history of Nisei 
Week over the decades, and on several  
Japanese American community organizations.  

Entertainment and educational programming will 
include (but not limited to) a comedy sketch by 
Cold Tofu, cultural demonstrations by the  
Japanese American Cultural & Community  
Center, and a special interview with the 2019  
Nisei Week court. 

Sunday, August 16 will offer a fun-filled afternoon 
for the whole family. The day will open with a 
touching healthcare workers tribute 
crowdsourced from the community via social  
media.  

Foodies will be treated to two culinary demon-
strations -- one for the little ones hosted by up-
and-coming YouTuber Easy Peasy Jordan, and 
one for grown-ups hosted by legendary chef,  
Akira Hirose.  

Finally, everyone at home will be invited to dance 
along with the 2019 Nisei Week court for a virtual 
recreation of a festival favorite - the ondo! 

There will be future online programming through-
out the year following the initial two-day series 
kick-off.  

For updates, please follow Nisei Week on  
Facebook (http://facebook.com/niseiweek) and 
Instagram (@NiseiWeek).  

Additional information can also be accessed via 
the newly relaunched Nisei Week website 
(www.NiseiWeek.org) or email 
(info@niseiweek.org). 
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Nisei Week 2020 Virtual Series celebrates Southern California’s 
Japanese American Community, culture and tradition online 

http://facebook.com/niseiweek
https://www.instagram.com/niseiweek/
http://www.niseiweek.org
mailto:info@niseiweek.org
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Ohayashi Juku (Japanese percussion lecture)  
Kabuki Series #7 talks about “Festival Music” 

By Mariko Watabe 

 
There are dance videos 
and shamisen  
videos.  But KABUKI 
HAYASHI (Japanese 
percussion) videos are 
rarely found or   
discussed especially in 
English or with English 
subtitles.  

 
I have decided to make 
them as I believe this art 
is too precious to be hid-
den or lost. With the 
guidance of Master 
Katada Shinjuro,  
 
I am trying to uncover the world of HAYASHI by 
producing YouTube videos in Japanese language 
with English subtitles.   

 
In the first video https://youtu.be/KDMzTLuikCA ,  
I introduced you to the SHIBYOSHI, the four main 
instruments for HAYASHI which are KOTSUZU-
MI, OKAWA, TAIKO and flute and its history.    

 
The second video https://youtu.be/5fJx5UaQzAE 
is about “The Ritualistic Music.”   
 
The third video https://youtu.be/fpil5uOoUDs is 
about “Overture Music.”  
  
The fourth video https://youtu.be/Job1zEJIprg is 
about “The Music Accompaniment During Dance 
Dialogue.”  
 
The fifth video https://youtu.be/GjpwbjlwtlE is about 
“The sounds of Nature.” 
 
The sixth video https://youtu.be/qFiyyB8hjtM is 
about the “Spooky Sounds that are used for Ka-
buki music.”   

 

In Ohayashi Juku - Kabuki Series #7 Part I 
https://youtu.be/3hJpLyAz0dw  is about the 
“Festival Music”.   
 
Ohayashi Juku - Kabuki Series # 7  Festival  
Music Part II https://youtu.be/LBcE6l1Zdw4 will  
introduce  variety of festival music that are played 
for Kabuki music. It is highly polished and brought 
into an art.  The patterns are adapted into the  
different part of various dance music.   
 
This video introduces the pattern called NINBA, 
MIKOSHI DAIKO, SHODEN, KAMAKURA, 
SHICHOME, KAGURA, and GION BAYASHI. 

 
Mariko Watabe has been introducing Kabuki 
dance and music to American audiences  
nationwide for over 40 years. She goes by her 
stage names such as; Kimisen Katada for 
Hayashi, Kyosho Yamato for Yamatogaku, 
Kichitoji Kineya for Nagauta; and Marifuji Bando 
for dance.  
 
She is currently living in Los Angeles area. Her 
activities and performances are found at 
http://fujijapanesemusic.org  

https://youtu.be/KDMzTLuikCA
https://youtu.be/5fJx5UaQzAE
https://youtu.be/fpil5uOoUDs
https://youtu.be/Job1zEJIprg
https://youtu.be/GjpwbjlwtlE
https://youtu.be/qFiyyB8hjtM
https://youtu.be/3hJpLyAz0dw
https://youtu.be/LBcE6l1Zdw4
http://fujijapanesemusic.org

