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75th anniversary of atomic bombing 
commemorated simultaneously by bell ringing  

The mornings of August 6 (at 8:15 am) and  
August 9 (at 11:02 am) in Japan in the year 2020 
marked the 75th anniversary of the atomic bomb-
ings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, respectively, 
and the end of World War II shortly after the 
bombings ushered in an era of peace between 
the US and Japan.  

 
Some 50 cities around the globe held bell-ringing 
ceremonies as part of the US Japan Sister Cities 
Bell Ringing Project. 
https://www.facebook.com/
SisterCitiesInternational/ 
 
Santa Barbara Toba Sister City Organization, 
Phoenix Sister Cities Himeji Committee, and  
San Jose-Okayama Sister Cities, participated in 

the meaningful project to coincide with actual 
times and dates the atomic bombs fell on  
Hiroshima and Nagasaki on August 5 at 4:15 pm 
and August 8 at 7:02 pm in Pacific Coast Time 
respectively. 
 
In Phoenix, Arizona, the Japanese Friendship 
Garden, named RoHoEn, was set for the bell 
ringing events on August 5 and August 8.  
 
On August 5 at 4:15 pm, Phoenix Sister Cities 
Himeji Committee Chairwoman Camille King and 
Friendship Garden Board President Kiyoko  
Toyama took turns sounding the gong a total of 
75 times. 
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PHOENIX, AZ — Phoenix Sister Cities Himeji Committee Chairwoman Calille King hits gongs in the Japanese Garden  on Aug. 5 

at 4:15 pm to commemorate simultaneously the 75th anniversary of  Hiroshima atomic bombing. (Facebook) 
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August 5 at 4:15 pm 
(Hiroshima Day) Bell Ringing 
Live Streaming https://
www.facebook.com/JFGPHX/
videos/308450097172183 
 

August 8 at 7:02 pm (Nagasaki 

Day) Bell Ringing Live Stream-

ing https://www.facebook.com/

JFGPHX/videos/301970811043622 

https://www.facebook.com/PhoenixSisterCities/ 
 
In 1956 President Dwight D. Eisenhower with 
great foresight created organizations like Sister 
Cities International to carry out the mission of 
achieving peace through mutual respect,  
understanding, and cooperation between peoples 
around the world.  

 
The peaceful relationship between the US and 
Japan is widespread in that there are over 455 
sister city/state relationships that have been  
recorded between two countries, including the 
groundbreaking relationship between Saint Paul, 
Minnesota, and Nagasaki, Japan, which was the 
first postwar sister city relationship with the US 
and an Asian city. Bell ringing has long played a 
role in the US, representing peace, and in Japan, 
where New Year bell ringing marks a new era. 

 
In Phoenix, Arizona, people have enjoyed a  
wonderfully enriching cross-cultural relationship 
with their sister city, Himeji, since 1976.  

 
The week of August 5 through August 12, 2020, 

is “Phoenix-Himeji Peace 
Week“ and all people in 
both cities are urged to 
commemorate the occasion 
by participating in a bell-
ringing ceremony, either 
individually at home, virtual-
ly, or in some safe public 
area taking care to observe 
all public health orders and 
advisories 

 
The Japanese Friendship 
Garden, named RoHoEn,  

is a joint project of the City of Phoenix and their  
Sister City Himeji, Japan. Himeji Mayor, Matsuji 
Totani proposed the garden in 1987 to cement 
the bonds of friendship between Japan and the 
US and particularly between the peoples of  
Himeji and Phoenix.  

  
The Himeji Gardening and Construction Contrac-
tors Association was formed for the specific pur-
pose of designing and constructing the Garden. 
In the ensuing years, the group has made  
dozens of visits to select the site, investigate soil 
and climactic conditions, determine suitable 
plantings, select rock, and oversee construction 
details. 

  
The teahouse and surrounding tea garden were 
completed in November 1996, the 20th  
anniversary of the Sister City relationship. The 
project features a stroll garden, tea garden, a 
stone garden, and a courtyard garden. All of the 
decorative features in the garden and the  
hundreds of thousands of hours required to  
design and guide its construction are gifts from 
the City of Himeji and its citizens. 
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Cultural News faces financial difficulties amid COVID-19 outbreak.  

We need $30,000 fund right away.  We have raise $7,200 as of August 8, 2020.  

Your donation are appreciated  via https://culturalnews.com/donation 

Paper cranes, symbol for peace, are placed on a 

stone  pagoda at  Japanese Friendship Garden of 

Phoenix. (Facebook) 
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Hiroshima Day: Los Angeles participants hear a virtual 
story telling with pictures from Hiroshima 

Cultural News Video Meeting for  

commemorate 75th anniversary of  

Hiroshima Atomic Bombing was held 

on Aug 5, 2020, from 3 pm to 5 pm in 

Pacific Coast Time.  

  

As part of Hiroshima Day Video  

Meeting, Hiroshima native Mr.  

Yorishige Abe presented the first part 

of "Our Vows for Peace," a story  

telling with pictures.  

  

On Aug 8, 2020, from 7 pm to 8 pm in 

PDT, Cultural News Video Meeting 

invited Mr. Abe again to present the full version 

of "Our Vows for Peace." https://youtu.be/CsQff5bPgzw 

  

At 7:02 pm (Aug. 9 at 11:02 am in Japan Time), a 

siren was heard in Hiroshima to remember the 

Nagasaki Atomic Bombing. Mr. Abe started his 

story telling after the one - minute silent prayer.  

 

The original story telling with pictures or  

Kamishibai was published in 1952, adapted from  

 

documentary "Children of Atomic Bomb" edited 

by Shin Nagata.   

  

Cultural News seeks volunteers to translate the 

Japanese language story and insert English  

subtitles in this video: 

https://youtu.be/CsQff5bPgzw 

  

For people who are interested in this translation 
project, please email to higashi@culturalnews.com 

Hiroshima native Mr. Yorishige Abe presents a story telling with pictures about 

Hiroshima atomic bombing. (Cultural News Photo) 

Virtual Nisei Week to be held to viewers everywhere Aug 15-16 

Launching this August, the Nisei 
Week Foundation will proudly 
present the Nisei Week 2020  
Virtual Series, bringing the spirit 
of the Nisei Week Japanese  
Festival online to viewers  
everywhere.  
 
Saturday, August 15, 2020: 
Cold Tofu sketch 
Interview with 2019 Nisei Week Court 
Kuniharu Yoshida calligraphy demonstration 

Changing Tides mental health & well-
ness segment 
Tuesday Night Cafe art performances 

  

Sunday, August 16, 2020: 
Sanrio spotlight 
Healthcare tribute 
Cooking demo with Chef Akira Hirose 
Kids cooking demo with YouTuber 
Easy Peasy Jordan 

Ondo dancing 
Official Nisei Week YouTube 
Nisei Week Facebook 

https://youtu.be/CsQff5bPgzw
https://youtu.be/CsQff5bPgzw
mailto:higashi@culturalnews.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbRSPbQ9lWo6vEgWkar0iWA
https://www.facebook.com/niseiweek
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Ohayashi Juku (Japanese percussion lecture)  
Kabuki Series #8 talks about “DEBAYASHI” 

By Mariko Watabe 

 
There are dance videos and  
shamisen videos.  But KABUKI 
HAYASHI (Japanese percussion) 
videos are rarely found or  
discussed especially in English or 
with English subtitles.  

 
I have decided to make them as I 
believe this art is too precious to 
be hidden or lost. With the guid-
ance of Master Katada Shinjuro,  
 
I am trying to uncover the world of 
HAYASHI by producing YouTube videos in  
Japanese language with English subtitles.   

 
In the first video https://youtu.be/KDMzTLuikCA ,  
I introduced you to the SHIBYOSHI, the four main 
instruments for HAYASHI which are KOTSUZU-
MI, OKAWA, TAIKO and flute and its history.    

 
The second video https://youtu.be/5fJx5UaQzAE 
is about “The Ritualistic Music.”   
 
The third video https://youtu.be/fpil5uOoUDs is 
about “Overture Music.”  
  
The fourth video https://youtu.be/Job1zEJIprg is 
about “The Music Accompaniment During Dance 
Dialogue.”  
 
The fifth video https://youtu.be/GjpwbjlwtlE is about 
“The sounds of Nature.” 
 
The sixth video https://youtu.be/qFiyyB8hjtM is 
about the “Spooky Sounds that are used for  
Kabuki music.”   

 
In Ohayashi Juku - Kabuki Series #7 Part I 
https://youtu.be/3hJpLyAz0dw  is about the 
“Festival Music”.   
 
Ohayashi Juku - Kabuki Series # 7  Festival  

Music Part II https://youtu.be/LBcE6l1Zdw4  

Ohayashi Juku -  Kabuki Series #8: https://youtu.be/

w7tEuS0U63k  What does DEBAYASHI and 
KAGEBAYASHI mean? Which area of traditional 
performing arts uses such terms?  

Yes, there is a literal translation of DEBAYASHI 
and KAGEBAYASHI which means “on stage” and 
“off stage”, however there is much more meaning 
to them.  How about the difference of narration vs 
narrative music? 

In previous videos, you were introduced to 
HAYASHI and what it does in Japanese music.  
However, this one delves deeper into the world  
of Kabuki, learning what DE BAYASHI and  
KAGE BAYASHI are as well as Joruri and  
Nagauta. We hope you enjoy! 

 
Mariko Watabe has been introducing Kabuki 
dance and music to American audiences  
nationwide for over 40 years. She goes by her 
stage names such as; Kimisen Katada for 
Hayashi, Kyosho Yamato for Yamatogaku, 
Kichitoji Kineya for Nagauta; and Marifuji Bando 
for dance.  
 
She is currently living in Los Angeles area.  
Her activities and performances are found at 
http://fujijapanesemusic.org  
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