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Cultural News will host Lecture and  
Performance Virtual Event about Koto via Zoom 
on Friday, Sept. 18, from 7:00pm to 8:00pm in 
Los Angeles. 

 
The first virtual lecture and performance event by 
Cultural News will feature Los Angeles-based  
Koto performer and instructor Saeko Kujiraoka. 

 
Friday, Sept. 18, 7:00pm -8:00pm in Los Angeles 
Zoom Meeting Link  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83950914574?

pwd=VkJUYTBhVHoxblBpa0tGRnlRWG41dz09 

Zoom Meeting ID: 839 5091 4574 

Zoom Passcode: 000555 

Although Koto is a traditional Japanese instru-
ment, Koto is an instrument with many possibili-
ties. Not only used in traditional performances, but 

also used in various genres of music and in  
collaboration with other instruments.   

  
With the title of “Discover the Charm of the Koto,” 
this lecture will include history and information 
about the Koto and Saeko’s performance videos.  

 
Saeko Kujiraoka began studying the Ikuta  
technique of Koto playing in Tokyo, Japan. She 
received an advanced degree in Koto, Sangen (3 
strings), and classical singing from the Michio 
Miyagi School of Koto in Japan.  
 
She teaches private Koto lessons in the Los Angeles area 
and performs at colleges, museums and various receptions. 
She is proactively involved in various collaborations.  In the 
US, she joined the Koto String Society as a member  
of the staff, and founded the "Koto Eda Group." 

 
www.saekokoto.com 

Lecture and Performance Virtual Event about Koto on Sept 18, 
7:00PM, hosted by Cultural News 

At 2019 New Year's Day's Rose Parade in Pasadena, California, Saeko Kujiraoka played the Koto on top of the Japanese garden 
float sponsored by Sierra Madre Rose Float Association.  

mailto:higashi@culturalnews.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83950914574?pwd=VkJUYTBhVHoxblBpa0tGRnlRWG41dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83950914574?pwd=VkJUYTBhVHoxblBpa0tGRnlRWG41dz09
http://www.saekokoto.com
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Cultural News to host virtual lecture about swords by Tokyo-

based specialist on Sept. 23 at 7:00PM via Zoom 

Weekly Cultural News (PDF) is a substitute publication  
for Monthly Cultural News 

Cultural News faces financial difficulties amid COVID-19 outbreak 
Your donations are appreciated via https://culturalnews.com/donation 

Cultural News, 328 1/4 South Alexandria Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90020-2673 

Cultural News will host virtual lecture “An Intro-

duction to Japanese Swords“ by Tokyo-based 
specialist Paul Martin on Wednesday, Sept. 23 
from 7:00pm to 8:00pm in L.A. via Zoom.  

Paul Martin is one of the world’s leading  
Japanese sword experts outside of Japan. 
Originally from England, the former curator in 
the Japanese section at the British Museum, 
London, has resided in Japan for over fifteen 
years working as a Japanese sword specialist. 

He holds an M.A. in Asian Studies (Japan) 
from the University of California, Berkeley, and 
is a trustee for The Society for the Promotion 
of Japanese Sword Culture (NBSK). Addition-
ally, he is a recognized specialist by the  
Japanese Government’s Ministry of Land  
Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism (MLIT), 
and a designated Bunka Meister (Master of 
Culture) for Honganji Temple’s (Kyoto) cultural 
organization: the Japonisme Shinko Kai. 

He has provided translations for all of the  
major sword institutions in Japan (The Japanese Sword 
Museum, the All Japan Swordsmiths’ Association, and the 
All Japan Traders Association), as well as translations and 
talks for many major sword and fitting exhibitions held by 
premier Japanese museums, including Kyoto National  
Museum, The Japanese Sword Museum, Sano Museum,  
Nezu Museum, The Samurai Museum, Osaka Museum of  
History, Fukuyama City Art Museum. 

He also has his own column with the English language 
online page of Japanese National Newspaper company, 
Sankei Shibun’s, JAPAN-Forward. Paul was also the first 
Samurai Spirit Tourism ambassador for the Tohoku region, 
trying to help rebuild the area following the 2011  
earthquake and tsunami.  

A two-time winner of the sword appraisal competition in 
Tokyo (the first non-Japanese to do so), Paul has also  
produced exhibitions, publications, DVDs, an award-
winning documentary, as well as appearing on TV all over 
the world, including a Stevie award winning advert for  
Turkish Airlines. 

As well as academic and media pursuits, Paul is also an 
accomplished martial artist holding 4th Dan in Kendo and is 
currently pursuing his 5

th
 dan in Iaido. A 3rd Dan in Karate, 

he was a National Team member of the England Karate 
team and a three-time English karate champion (lightweight 
U65kgs). 

Paul continues to give expert advice to the world’s media, 
and Japanese local governments, creating a valuable 
bridge between East and West, making Japan and its  
cultural treasures more accessible to the outside world via 
the English language by utilizing various media. 

Under the title of “Cultural News Meeting: An Introduction 
to Japanese Swords,” a virtual lecture about swords by 
Paul Martin will be held on:  
 

Wednesday, Sept. 23 from 7:00pm in L.A. via Zoom at 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89799682111?
pwd=eXVQdDlaQjM2STVCYjlSaTlWeUs3dz09 
Zoom Meeting ID: 897 9968 2111 
Zoom Passcode: 000555 

https://culturalnews.com/donation
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89799682111?pwd=eXVQdDlaQjM2STVCYjlSaTlWeUs3dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89799682111?pwd=eXVQdDlaQjM2STVCYjlSaTlWeUs3dz09
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Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide Suga to  

become Prime Minister 
 Japan's next leader: How  
Yoshihide Suga beat the odds 
to succeed Shinzo Abe 

 
Japan Time 
Monday, September 14, 2020, 
Japan 

 
The faithful lieutenant has — 
against initial expectations — 
taken a major step toward the 
pinnacle of his political career. 

 
Yoshihide Suga, the chief  
Cabinet secretary, won by a 
landslide in the Liberal  
Democratic Party presidential 
election Monday (Sept. 14),  
becoming the presumptive successor to Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe.  

 
Suga is expected to take the helm at a critical  
moment when the country has been hit by a  
pandemic and economic slump and is grappling 
with national security issues. 

 
Of 534 votes — 393 LDP lawmakers and 141  
party representatives from across the country — 
Suga won by a wide margin, capturing 377 votes, 
or 70 percent. Policy Council Chairman Fumio  
Kishida secured 89 votes, and former Defense 
Minister Shigeru Ishiba received 68. The LDP has 
a comfortable majority in the Lower House,  
essentially guaranteeing that Suga will become 
the prime minister Wednesday (Sept. 16). 

 
Suga, clad in a navy blue suit with a yellow tie, 
showed his appreciation for Abe’s work as the 
prime minister after the vote at a joint plenary 
meeting of LDP members at a Tokyo hotel. 

 

“We need to inherit and facilitate policies  
promoted by Prime Minister Abe in order for us to 
overcome this crisis and for each and every  

individual to have a safe and stable life,” Suga 
said. “I recognize that I carry that mission.” 

 
Suga, who is the son of a strawberry farmer from 
Akita Prefecture and started his career in politics 
as a secretary of a Lower House member, has 
had plenty of media exposure throughout his  
tenure as the chief government spokesman, 
which sees him give a media briefing twice a day, 
five days a week and on emergency occasions. 
His big break came last year when he unveiled 
the name of Japan’s new imperial era, earning 
him the nickname “Uncle Reiwa.” 

 
Suga is set to enter the Prime Minister’s Office 
and form a new Cabinet on Wednesday (Sept. 16) 
with the expectation that he will deliver on his 
promise to double down on policies inherited by 
his predecessor, such as Abenomics. 

 

“The prime minister will be leaving in the middle 
of his tenure due to illness. However, we’re facing 
a national crisis due to the spread of the corona-
virus and we can’t condone a political vacuum  
being created,” Suga said. “I pledge to dedicate 
everything I have to working for Japan and for the 
people.” 

Newly elected Liberal Democratic Party President Yoshihide Suga  (Source: FNN Prime 

News) 
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Ohayashi Juku (Japanese percussion lecture)  

Kabuki Series #1３ talks about “Ｄａｉｍｙｏ Gyoretsu” 

By Mariko Watabe 

 
There are dance videos and  shamisen  
videos.  But KABUKI HAYASHI (Japanese  
percussion) videos are rarely found or dis-
cussed especially in English or with English 
subtitles.  

 
I have decided to make them as I believe this 
art is too precious to be hidden or lost. With the  
guidance of Master Katada Shinjuro, I am trying 
to uncover the world of HAYASHI by producing 
YouTube videos in Japanese language with  
English subtitles.   

 
Oyahashi Juku  - Kabuki Series #01 - #05: See 
Weekly Cultural News Aug 31-Sept 6 issue 
 
Ohayashi Juku - Kabuki Series #06: Spooky 
Sounds  https://youtu.be/qFiyyB8hjtM  

 
Ohayashi Juku - Kabuki Series #07 Part I:  
Festival Music https://youtu.be/3hJpLyAz0dw   
 
Ohayashi Juku - Kabuki Series # 07 Part 
II:  Festival Music  https://youtu.be/LBcE6l1Zdw4  
 

Ohayashi Juku -  Kabuki Series #08: Debayashi 
and Kagebayashi https://youtu.be/w7tEuS0U63k    

Ohayashi Juku - Kabuki Series  #09: Why is 
Hayashi So Special? https://youtu.be/SYxojFOy9LQ  
 
Ohayashi Juku—Kabuki Series #10: Battle 
Sounds  https://youtu.be/0M7Ua8SIHic 
 
Ohayashi Juku—Kabuki Series #11: Fighting 
Sounds  https://youtu.be/aWJqDubYRiw    
 
Ohayashi Juku—Kabuki Series #12: Toki  
Daiko https://youtu.be/VbIxgwGlQq8  

 

This is the 4th topic of Jidai-mono plays which is 

the sound of Daimyo Gyoretsu, or feudal lords’ 

Procession.  

 
This video   https://youtu.be/H39ZUosGhqY  
introduces “Sankin Kotai system”, or the alternate 
attendance policy of Edo period as it had a great 
influence on the culture of samurai and the Edo 
period itself. You will rarely find dramas or dance 
pieces that describe Daimyo Gyoretsu directly 
as it was prohibited to dramatize the world of 
samurai at that time.   
 

However, there are signs of it in dance dramas 

such as Oharame, where the attendants of the 

lords, called yakko, raised in popularity to the 

public due to their brightly colored fancy clothing 

while viewed in procession.  

This video goes into describing parts of this piece 

and goes on to  explain the patterns and sounds 

used by Hayashi to signify Daimyo Gyoretsu. 

 
Mariko Watabe has been introducing Kabuki 
dance and music to American audiences  
nationwide for over 40 years. She goes by her 
stage names such as; Kimisen Katada for 
Hayashi, Kyosho Yamato for Yamatogaku, 
Kichitoji Kineya for Nagauta; and Marifuji Bando 
for dance.  
 
She is currently living in Los Angeles area.  
Her activities and performances are found at 
http://fujijapanesemusic.org  

https://www.culturalnews.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Weekly-Cultural-News-20200831-Aug-31-Sep-06.pdf
https://www.culturalnews.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Weekly-Cultural-News-20200831-Aug-31-Sep-06.pdf
https://youtu.be/qFiyyB8hjtM
https://youtu.be/3hJpLyAz0dw
https://youtu.be/LBcE6l1Zdw4
https://youtu.be/w7tEuS0U63k
https://youtu.be/SYxojFOy9LQ
https://youtu.be/0M7Ua8SIHic
https://youtu.be/aWJqDubYRiw
https://youtu.be/VbIxgwGlQq8
https://youtu.be/H39ZUosGhqY
http://fujijapanesemusic.org

