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Yoshitomo Nara, Artist's studio view, 2019, art works © Yoshitomo Nara; Photo © Museum Associates/LACMA

Los Angeles County Museum of Art to host virtual tour and
conversation with Yoshitomo Nara, Oct, 11, 5-6 PM
Talks Special Events at Los Angeles County
Museum of Art

Watch a virtual tour of Yoshitomo Nara’s exhibition at Los Angeles County Museum of Art which
includes works spanning over 30 years from 1987
Virtual Tour and Conversation with Yoshitomo to 2020. The tour, led by Curator Mika Yoshitake,
Nara and Mika Yoshitake
is followed by an interview with Nara.
Sunday, October 11, 2020
5:00pm – 6:00pm, Free
This event will take place online via LACMA's
YouTube channel.

Yoshitomo Nara is among the most beloved and
globally recognized Japanese artists of his
Continuing to the next page
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Los Angeles County Museum of Art to host virtual tour
and conversation with Yoshitomo Nara, Oct, 11, 5-6 PM
self-confrontation, marked by an
increasingly kaleidoscopic palette
and layered brushwork. These
stand in contrast from the rougher,
“DIY” aesthetic of his works on
paper and drawing huts, as well as
the highly polished fiber-reinforced
plastic surfaces of his early
sculptures.

Continued from the previous page

generation. Spanning 36
years of his practice from
1984 to the present, this
international retrospective
gathers over 100 major
paintings, sculptures, and
installations as well as 700
works on paper.
As Nara’s work is permeated
by his love of music, the
opening gallery displays over
350 records the artist has
accumulated over the past 40
years.

Miss Forest

The images on the record covers introduced him
to a vast array of artistic genres merging in his
subconscious and eventually making their way
into his art.
Raised in Aomori in northern Japan, where he
first heard American folk and rock music during
the Vietnam War from a radio broadcast serving
the nearby U.S. Misawa Air Base, these records
have allowed him to confront the complexities of
war, ongoing nuclear power debates, and ecological disasters.
Music’s ability to convey emotional depth and
atmospheric power finds a parallel with Nara’s
artworks. His work, which combines visuality,
emotion, and text, has evolved dramatically over
the last three decades, from his earliest
allegorical paintings from the late 1980s during
his studies at Kunstakademie Düsseldorf while
residing in Germany, to his iconic portraits of
vaguely ominous-looking figures with penetrating
gazes, occasionally wielding knives or cigarettes
where innocence becomes one with destruction
itself.
His paintings of heads and figures that float in
empty spaces reflect

His latest works are more
meditative, with ceramics and
sculptures in cast bronze whose
mottled surfaces evoke the artist’s
hand, as reflected in Miss Forest—
a 26 ft. painted outdoor bronze
sculpture that graces Wilshire Blvd.

This exhibition aims to reset some of the
dominant perceptions of Nara’s work—a
departure from the harshness and intensity of his
earlier practice—by examining the self-critical
introspection that has become prevalent in the
quiet, contemplative practice in the last decade,
particularly since the great 2011 Tōhoku
earthquake and tsunami.
The recorded interview was conducted on July 3,
the day after installation of the retrospective was
completed following a lengthy delay due to the
Safer at Home Order implemented in response to
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Facing the uncertain reality of the postponement
of his retrospective, Nara shares the story of his
working process, his inspirations, his work as a
catalyst for communication and shared interests,
and the unanticipated inclusion of a new painting
created during the pandemic that reflects a new
artistic direction.
This event will be presented on LACMA’s
YouTube channel:https://www.youtube.com/user/
lacmavideo

Weekly Cultural News / October 05 - 11, 2020 (Reiwa 2)

Page 3

Japanese manga author Frederik Schodt publishes a
book about the most recognizable Buddhist scripture

My Heart Sutra
A World in 260 Characters

Stone Bridge Press
https://www.stonebridge.com/catalog-2020/
My-Heart-Sutra
Author/Translator: Frederik L. Schodt
Publish Date: 12/08/2020
# of Pages: 248
Dimensions: 5 x 7"
Price (Print/Ebook): $16.95/$9.99
PISBN: 9781611720624
EISBN: 9781611729443
Author Frederik L. Schodt has had a
mysterious, half-century-long fascination with
the simple mantra that is chanted at the end
of the Buddhist “Heart Sutra.” On a normally
routine flight that unexpectedly developed
mechanical difficulties, he resolved to
memorize the sutra and to finally seriously
study it.
The Heart Sutra, beloved by millions in East
Asia for over 1,400 years, is used as solace,
protection, and a gateway to another mode of
thinking. Schodt realized that it could also be
his entry into a world of faith.
In My Heart Sutra, Schodt explores his lifelong
fascination with the sutra: its mesmerizing mantra,
its ancient history, the “emptiness" theory, and the
way it is used around the world as a metaphysical
tool to overcome chaos and confusion and reach
a new understanding of reality--a perfection of
wisdom.

Preview
“This is not merely a book about the Heart Sutra.
It’s about the stories that grew up around it, its
journey through human civilization like a selfreplicating meme, a scrap of wisdom whispering
in temples, shopping malls, and movies."

To help put this ancient sutra into a modern
context, Schodt's journey takes him to caves in
—Jonathan Clements, author of A Brief
China, American beats declaiming poetry,
History of China
speculations into the sutra's true origins, and even
a robot Avalokiteśvara at a Kyoto temple.

Continuing to the next page
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Japanese manga author Frederik Schodt publishes a
book about the most recognizable Buddhist scripture
Continued from the previous page

"Frederik L. Schodt skillfully weaves together
personal anecdotes, details of Buddhist teaching
and history, and many other facts and stories,
"Frederik Schodt has created a magical weaving giving readers a compelling reason to study the
of two stories of wonder: how the Heart Sutra
Heart Sutra and make the wisdom of Emptiness
arose from somewhat fantastic origins to become part of their lives."
the most recognizable Buddhist scripture in China
and Japan today through new forms of expres—Daigaku Rummé, Sōtō Zen priest at the
sion, and how the enigmatic teachings of this
Confluence Zen Center St. Louis
“sutra concerned with negating everything” has
served as a kind of moving goalpost within the
"Reading My Heart Sutra, I imagined pulling a
author, challenging, inspiring, and guiding him as loose thread at the end of a one-page sutra and
his religious consciousness unfolds.”
unraveling enough yarn to weave together a life,
with enough left to make a new robe for the
—Mark L. Blum, professor of Buddhist Studies Buddha."
and Shinjo Ito distinguished chair in Japanese
Studies, University of California, Berkeley;
—Red Pine, author of The Heart Sutra: The
editor of Cultivating Spirituality, Rennyo and
Womb of Buddhas
the Roots of Modern Japanese Buddhism,
translator of The Nirvana Sutra, vol. 1

Author Frederik Schodt introduced Japanese manga to the
West by way of his translations
Frederik L. Schodt is credited as a
pioneer who helped bring Japanese
manga (comics) to the West by way
of his translations, most notably the
works of Osamu Tezuka (Astro Boy,
Kimba the White Lion, BlackJack,
etc.), with whom he had a close
relationship and whose manga
biography (The Osamu Tezuka
Story) he published in translation in
2016.
In recognition of his accomplishments, Schodt in 2009 was awarded the
prestigious Order of the Rising Sun, Gold Rays
with Rosette, by the Japanese emperor for his
contribution "to the introduction and promotion of

Japanese
contemporary popular culture in the
United States of America."
Now, amid the tumult of the COVID
pandemic, Schodt is gearing up to
publish a new book on a subject very
different from much of his
previous work.
My Heart Sutra: A World in 260
Characters, due December 8, 2020,
explores Schodt's lifelong
fascination with The Heart Sutra, the most widely
read, chanted, and copied text in East Asian
Buddhism.

Cultural News faces financial difficulties amid COVID-19 outbreak
Your donations are appreciated via https://culturalnews.com/donation
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Ohayashi Juku (Japanese percussion lecture)
Kabuki Series #16 talks about “Summary of Hayashi”
By Mariko Watabe
There are dance videos and shamisen
videos. But KABUKI HAYASHI (Japanese
percussion) videos are rarely found or
discussed especially in English or with
English subtitles.
I have decided to make them as I believe
this art is too precious to be hidden or lost.
With the guidance of Master Katada
Shinjuro, I am trying to uncover the world of
HAYASHI by producing YouTube videos in
Japanese language with English subtitles.
Oyahashi Juku - Kabuki Series #01 - #05: See
Weekly Cultural News Aug 31-Sept 6 issue
Ohayashi Juku - Kabuki Series #06: Spooky
Sounds https://youtu.be/qFiyyB8hjtM
Ohayashi Juku - Kabuki Series #07 Part I:
Festival Music https://youtu.be/3hJpLyAz0dw
Ohayashi Juku - Kabuki Series # 07 Part
II: Festival Music https://youtu.be/LBcE6l1Zdw4
Ohayashi Juku - Kabuki Series #08: Debayashi
and Kagebayashi https://youtu.be/w7tEuS0U63k
Ohayashi Juku - Kabuki Series #09: Why is
Hayashi So Special? https://youtu.be/SYxojFOy9LQ
Ohayashi Juku—Kabuki Series #10: Battle
Sounds https://youtu.be/0M7Ua8SIHic

https://youtu.be/-XPJeqFBpJk
Ohayashi Juku #15: Jo no Mai https://youtu.be/
IW2GDxEoQR4
After introducing 6 different hayashi patterns used
in historical plays, Ohayshi Juku (Kabuki Series )
#16 https://youtu.be/JufrMgct3DY will review
what we have learned in videos #10 through #15.
There are more than 1000 rhythm patterns in
Kabuki Bayashi and each of them has a specific
purpose and meaning. From setting scenes,
giving queues, to emphasizing actions.
Each of the 6 rhythm patterns will be reviewed
again from the view point of composition method
as well as it’s specific purpose. Please enjoy the
video.

Ohayashi Juku—Kabuki Series #12: Toki
Daiko https://youtu.be/VbIxgwGlQq8

Mariko Watabe has been introducing Kabuki
dance and music to American audiences
nationwide for over 40 years. She goes by her
stage names such as; Kimisen Katada for
Hayashi, Kyosho Yamato for Yamatogaku,
Kichitoji Kineya for Nagauta; and Marifuji Bando
for dance.

Ohayashi Juku - Kabuki Series #13:
Daimyo Gyoretsu https://youtu.be/H39ZUosGhqY

She is currently living in Los Angeles area.
Her activities and performances are found at
http://fujijapanesemusic.org

Ohayashi Juku—Kabuki Series #11: Fighting
Sounds https://youtu.be/aWJqDubYRiw

Ohayashi Juku Kabuki Series #14: Aragoto

