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Keep Japanese Culture Alive  

LOS ANAGELES— The Japanese 
American National Museum 
(JANM) is honored to be  
selected as one of the 20 Black, 
Latinx, Asian, and Indigenous arts 
and cultural organizations  
designated as “America’s Cultural 
Treasures,” and to be the recipient 
of a $5.5 million grant over four 
years, thanks to the vision and 
generosity of the Ford Foundation 
along with other leading  
foundations and major donors who 
have pledged to donate more than 
$80 million to this initiative.  

 

“We are deeply grateful for this support that will 
help JANM meet its most urgent and immediate 
needs and help to stabilize the Museum during 
this time of great uncertainty,” said Ann  
Burroughs, JANM President and CEO.  

 

“We are indebted to the generosity of this group 
of funders, and particularly to Darren Walker, the 
President of the Ford Foundation, whose vision-
ary leadership is effectively changing the inequity 
in grant making that has historically overlooked 
organizations that represent America’s rich  

cultural diversity. This has 
become starkly apparent 
as the impact of closures 
and reduced revenue  
places the future of so 
many arts and cultural  
organizations at risk,  
especially those that do not 
have the benefit of  
generations of wealth  
backing them.”  

 
Responding to the COVID-
19 pandemic that has  
overwhelmed arts and  
cultural institutions,  

especially in communities of color, the funders, 
led by an initial investment of $50 million from the 
Ford Foundation, with leadership support from 
Bloomberg Philanthropies and Barbara and Amos 
Hostetter, and additional support from the Abrams 
Foundation, Alice L. Walton Foundation, and Tom 
and Lisa Blumenthal, organized the national  
component of the initiative to provide $81 million 
in operational and general support funds to an  
initial cohort of 20 organizations that are  
significant national anchors for artistic and cultural 
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diversity in America.  

 
The “America’s Cultural Treasures” initiative 
seeks to highlight those 20 organizations for their 
“vital contributions to the diversity of expression 
and excellence in America, and to bring greater 
recognition to a group of organizations that have 
been impactful, despite historically limited  
resources and funding streams. They, along with 
others, represent the cultural heritage and  
creativity of communities that have been  
historically marginalized, underfunded and  
under-represented in the narrative of American 
culture,” the Ford Foundation stated.  

 

“This recognition as one of ‘America’s Cultural 
Treasures’ validates the role that JANM has 
played over the years to preserve Japanese 
American history and culture and to be part of the 
nation’s conscience to ensure that no other 
groups are similarly targeted,” Burroughs  
continued.  

 

“We are honored to be part of this distinguished 
company of arts and cultural organizations, and 
extend our heartfelt congratulations to each. We 
are delighted that our Little Tokyo Historic District 
sister organization, East West Players Theater, 
has also been included. We look forward to  
deepening relationships with our partners across 
the country.”  

Other groups named included the Alaska Native 
Heritage Center, Alvin Ailey American Dance 
Theater, Apollo Theater, Ballet Hispánico, 
Charles H. Wright Museum, Dance Theater of 
Harlem, El Museo del Barrio, Jazz at Lincoln 
Center, Museo de Arte de Puerto Rico, Museum 
of Chinese in America, IAIA Museum of  
Contemporary Native Arts, National Museum of 
Mexican Art, Penumbra Theatre, Project Row 
Houses, Studio Museum in Harlem, and Urban 
Bush Women.  

 

“These organizations represent the very highest 
ideals of artistic excellence and are truly  
America’s Cultural Treasures,” said Darren  
Walker, President of the Ford Foundation. “We 
hope that other arts philanthropists and  
corporations will join in increasing support to the 
many cultural organizations that reflect our  
nation’s rich and diverse history.”  

 
The national grants, which range from $1 to $6 
million, are meant to bolster each organization’s 
general operating budgets to help them navigate 
the current health crisis. Grantees could also  
receive as much as $100,000 for organizational 
capacity building. Besides the financial support, 
the funders aim to encourage more giving to 
America’s Cultural Treasures and other similar 
community organizations through heightened 
recognition and their philanthropic example.  
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The Japan America Society of Chicago 
presents virtual event “Autumn in Ja-
pan: Music by Koto” on Friday, Octo-
ber 30, from 7:00pm – 7:30pm in Cen-
tral Time. 

 
This is a free event. In order to reserve 
your space for this event, register at 
https://jaschicago.org/event/autumn-in-
japan-music-by-koto/    Only fully regis-
tered gusts will receive Zoom infor-
mation. 

    
About the Event: Celebrate fall with an 
exclusive koto performance by Chica-
go’s very own Tokiko Kimura. Hear the 
sounds reminiscent of Japanese child-
hood including: Autumn in Hometown 

里の秋, Moon on a Rainy Day 雨降りお月さん, Hazy 

Moon 朧月夜 & The Last Rose of Summer 庭の千

草. Enjoy an evening with your family embracing 

the beautiful sounds of Japan. 

  
About the Performer: Tokiko Kimura is an ac-
claimed musician. She comes from the head fami-
ly of the renowned Ikuta Koto School in Japan. 

She studied Koto under her uncle, Shinzo Miyagi, 
who was the Ikuta schoolmaster, and obtained a 
diploma in 2007. She also began studying piano 
and solfeggio when she was at the age of 3. She 
continued to study her piano in Senzoku Music 
University in Tokyo Japan where she obtained a 
degree with honors. She has frequently been in-
vited at various occasions playing the piano as a 
soloist or accompanist, and in ensembles. She 
also teaches piano and Koto. 

Virtual koto concert from Chicago – Autumn in 
Japan: Music by Koto on Oct. 30, 7:00PM, CST 

The Los Angeles Taiko Institute will start prep courses for 
the LATI Virtual Recital on Saturday, January 23, 2021. 
Loose deadline to sign up prep courses is October 25. For 
more information, contact LATI Principal Yuta Kato via email 
yuta@taiko.la 

 
Prep courses will start between Oct. 26 and Nov. 8. Record-
ing of performance to be completed by the end of the year.  

 
Los Angeles Taiko Institute Virtual Recital will be held on 
January 23, 2021. The contents of the virtual recital are a 
collection of performance videos submitted by students/

instructors and groups that practice at Asano Taiko US, 
20909 S Western Ave, Torrance, CA 90501. Limited 500 
tickets will be sold through the Torrance Cultural Arts web-
site. The virtual recital will be shown only once and will not 
exist online thereafter, though video archive will be shared 
with participants afterwards. 

 
Prep courses include: Instruction or direction from LATI  
Instructors in various formats; 1-hour/week of individual  
access to the Small or Large Room; At least 15 minutes/
week of individual feedback from instructor; Finished  
product in the form of an edited performance video. 

Los Angeles Taiko Institute to start prep courses for  
virtual recital on Jan. 23, 2021 

https://jaschicago.org/event/autumn-in-japan-music-by-koto/
https://jaschicago.org/event/autumn-in-japan-music-by-koto/
mailto:yuta@taiko.la


                     Weekly Cultural News / October 19  - 25, 2020 (Reiwa 2)      Page 4    

Shinto Shrine of Shusse Inari in America to hold  
in-person Autumn Festival and Celebrations for 
Children Ceremony in Compton 
LOS ANGELES – The Shinto 
Shrine of Shusse Inari in  
America will hold in-person 
three special events: the  
Autumn Festival, blessing  
services for children age three, 
boys age five, and girls age 7 
(Shichigosan), and the annual 
bonfire ritual, on Friday, No-
vember 13, 2020 in Compton, 
California. 

The Shinto Shrine will express 
gratitude to the Kami-sama for 
the growth of children and pass 
on eco-conscious Japanese 
culture to the next generation. 
During the Autumn Festival, the participants will 
thank the Kami-sama for this year’s harvest and 
accomplishments and pray for their continued 
protection.  

Autumn Festival and Bonfire Ritual will start at 
11:00am. Old omamori or ofuda will be burn at 
the Bonfire Ritual. Participants visit freely. For 
those who cannot attend in person, old omamori 
or ofuda will be accepted by the Shinto Shrine by 
mail with the sacred branch fee. 

For those who request a prayer service for good 
luck and health, an Autumn Festival exclusive 
good luck rice-ear charm will be available for $50 
on the site. For those who cannot visit the site, 
the charm will be available to deliver. With addi-
tional $10 fee, One-pound Blessed Rice from  

Koda Farms for good luck 
and health also will be 
available. Prayer  
ceremonies will begin at 
12:00pm.  

In-person Shichigosan visit 
will be available between 
1:00pm and 2:30pm.  
Registration is required by 
Nov. 5 with Shichigosan 
service fee $50 including 
one omamori and a special 
gift. Photo service also will 
be available for $30.  The 
digital copy will be sent to 
the participants. 

The November 13 events by the Shinto Shrine will 
be held at Swan Fence Inc. Courtyard, 600 W 
Manville Street, Compton, CA 90220. Parking lot 
is  
available. The events will be cancelled in a case 
of rain. 

Stay Home Schichigosan will be held on Sunday, 
November 15, from 11:00am to 3:00pm. The 
Shinto Shrine will hold the prayer service remotely 
over cell phones or digital devices. Reservations 
are required with $50 service fee including oma-
mori, gift, and delivery cost. 

For reservations and more information, email  
contact@shintoinari.org  or visit the website: 
http://shintoinari.org/  

Weekly Cultural News introduces Japanese art  

and cultural events in Los Ange and the U.S. 

One Month Subscription fee for $9 
https://www.culturalnews.com/subscription 

 

http://shintoinari.org/
https://www.culturalnews.com/subscription
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Ohayashi Juku (Japanese percussion lecture)  
Kabuki Series #18 talks about “Shaden” 

By Mariko Watabe 

 
There are dance videos and  shamisen  
videos.  But KABUKI HAYASHI (Japanese  
percussion)  videos are rarely found or  
discussed especially in English or with  
English subtitles.  

 
I have decided to make them as I believe this art 
is too precious to be hidden or lost. With the  
guidance of Master Katada Shinjuro, I am trying 
to uncover the world of HAYASHI by producing 
YouTube videos in Japanese language with  
English subtitles.   

 
Oyahashi Juku  - Kabuki Series #01 - #05: See Weekly Cul-
tural News Aug 31-Sept 6 issue 
 
Ohayashi Juku - Kabuki Series #06: Spooky Sounds  
https://youtu.be/qFiyyB8hjtM  

 
Ohayashi Juku - Kabuki Series #07 Part I:  
Festival Music https://youtu.be/3hJpLyAz0dw   
 
Ohayashi Juku - Kabuki Series # 07 Part II:  Festival Music  
https://youtu.be/LBcE6l1Zdw4  
 

Ohayashi Juku -  Kabuki Series #08: Debayashi and 
Kagebayashi https://youtu.be/w7tEuS0U63k    

Ohayashi Juku - Kabuki Series  #09: Why is Hayashi So 
Special? https://youtu.be/SYxojFOy9LQ  
 
Ohayashi Juku—Kabuki Series #10: Battle Sounds   
https://youtu.be/0M7Ua8SIHic 

 
Ohayashi Juku—Kabuki Series #11: Fighting Sounds  
https://youtu.be/aWJqDubYRiw    

 
Ohayashi Juku—Kabuki Series #12: Toki  
Daiko https://youtu.be/VbIxgwGlQq8  

Ohayashi Juku - Kabuki Series #13:  
Daimyo Gyoretsu  https://youtu.be/H39ZUosGhqY  
 

Ohayashi Juku  Kabuki Series #14: Aragoto 
https://youtu.be/-XPJeqFBpJk 

Ohayashi Juku #15: Jo no Mai   
https://youtu.be/IW2GDxEoQR4  
 

Ohayshi Juku (Kabuki Series ) #16: Summary of 
Hayashi  https://youtu.be/JufrMgct3DY  
Ohayashi Juku (Kabuki Series) #17: Tori Kagura  
https://youtu.be/2Ks-zXqAFwQ  
 
Ohayashi Juku (Kabuki Series) #18 https://
youtu.be/66aw7TB8WrE is the second video of 
the six-part series on the sounds related to the life 
of people in the Edo period. It is a rhythm pattern 
“Shaden.” It is said that the rhythm pattern of the 
“Shaden” was picked up from music that was 
heard at outdoor festivals and had since become 
a kabuki hayashi pattern.   
 
This video introduces the origin of Cherry  
Blossoms viewings, the Japanese traditional  
seasonal events and festivals and the some of 
the meaning behind the festivals which people 
still cerebrate now. 

Finally, you will learn how to play the “Shaden” 
pattern and see it in action in the nagauta piece, 
“Genroku Hanami Odori” or the Cherry Blossoms 
viewings during Genroku era. 

Mariko Watabe has been introducing Kabuki 
dance and music to American audiences  
nationwide for over 40 years. She goes by her 
stage names such as; Kimisen Katada for 
Hayashi, Kyosho Yamato for Yamatogaku, 
Kichitoji Kineya for Nagauta; and Marifuji Bando 
for dance.  
 
She is currently living in Los Angeles area.  
Her activities and performances are found at 
http://fujijapanesemusic.org  
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