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Keep Japanese Culture Alive  

NEW YORK - Noh Society 
will hold its third on-line 
event on Friday, Nov. 27 at 8 
pm, EST. The online event 
features “the World of  
Bunraku: Lecture and 
Demonstration by Takemoto 
Kosumidayū (tayū), Tsuruza-
wa Kantarō (shamisen) and 
Kiritake Kanjirō (puppeteer).” 

 
Free registration at  
https://www.eventbrite.com/
e/noh-society-online-series-3
-the-world-of-bunraku-tickets
-128407332789 

 
Bunraku is known for its  
expressive combination of 
story-telling, music, and  
puppetry. In this session, the 
Noh Society will focus on 
each element - the chanter (tayū), the shamisen 
(jōruri), and the puppeteer.  

 
The Tayū describes the scene in addition to 
speaking on behalf of the characters. The  
shamisen expresses the sounds of nature as well 
as the emotions of a scene, and 3 puppeteers 
work together to realize the movements of each 
puppet.  

It is the seamless and  
creative combination of 
these facets that create the 
magical world of Bunraku. 

 
The presentations will be in 
Japanese with English  
subtitles and interpretation 
where appropriate. 

 
Support provided by The 
Japan Foundation, New 
York, J.C.C. Fund,  
Japanese Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry of 
New York, Crédit Agricole 
CIB, Daiwa Capital Mar-
kets, DC Advisory, Mitsui 
Sumitomo Marine  
Management (U.S.A),  
Sumitomo Corporation of 
Americas Foundation and 

Tokio Marine America  

 
Noh Society, Inc. is a non-profit 501(c)(3)  
organization incorporated in New York and  
dedicated to the promotion of Japanese arts and 
culture. It has been founded in 2016 by three  
Japanese nationals (Setsuko Bouteillé, Mayo  
Yamaguchi and Kaoru Yanase), long-term  
residents of New York.   

New York-based Noh Society to present its third online 
event “The World of Bunraku” Nov. 27 at 8:00PM, EST 
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Descanso Gardens provides visitors chances to make a wish 
for the new year with “Wishing Tree” by Kaz Yokou Kitajima 

Forwarded for Descanso  
Gardens 
 
Reflections at Descanso 
Nov. 14, 2020 – Jan. 10, 2021 
Open 9am to 5pm 
 
Descanso Gardens 
1418 Descanso Dr, La Cañada 
Flintridge, CA 91011 
 
https://
www.descansogardens.org/
reflections/ 
 
As the days get cooler, Descan-
so Gardens invites you to take a  
moment to reflect and enjoy the 
beauty that’s all around us.  
 
Enjoy art pieces in the garden, 
special seasonal plantings,  
self-guided activities, and a  
beautiful Wishing Tree created 
by artist Kaz Yokou Kitajima. 
 
Included in the price of admission. Non-members 
must purchase tickets online in advance at 
descansogardens.org/tickets.  
All November tickets are available now.  
December tickets will go on sale Monday,  

November 30 at 10am. 
 
Descanso Gardens members 
get in free and do not need 
tickets or reservations.  
 
Members can enter the garden 
early at 8am daily. 
 
Reflections at Descanso 
highlights include: 
 
Wishing Tree: Make a wish  
for the season on Descanso’s 
Main Lawn with artist Kaz 
Yokou Kitajima’s Wishing 
Tree. The artist will reuse the 
wood from a downed oak in 
the garden to make this  
special piece. As part of the  
sculpture, visitors will be  
invited to make a wish for the 
new year. 
 
Golden Grove: Gold-burnished 
logs and stones will appear 

from the base of the oaks creating a festive glow 
among the oaks. Look closer and you will find 
clues about things that live in this place. See how 
many questions you can answer. 
 

“Wish Tree” at Reflections at Descanso  

exhibition is created by Kaz Youkou  

Kitajima with Sogehtsu LA Men’s Class.   

https://www.descansogardens.org/reflections/
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NEW YORK – The Japan Society  
presents online screening of “Koshien: 
Japan’s Field of Dreams” which  
streaming starts on Friday, Nov. 20 
at 11am, EST.  

 
On the 100th anniversary of the wildly 
popular national high school baseball 
championship in Japan, documentary 
filmmaker Ema Ryan Yamazaki follows 
the coaches and players of two  
promising teams undergoing rigorous 
training.  

 
Don’t miss Japan Society’s exclusive Bonus  
Content Q&A video with director and editor 
Yamazaki and producer Eric Nyari for a thrilling 
behind-the-scenes look at the challenges they 
tackled in delivering this compelling portrait of 
modern Japanese society told through the lens  
of baseball. 

 
Koshien: Japan's Field of Dreams 
Documentary, Sports, Baseball 
1h 34m, 2019 

 
Every summer in Japan, baseball fans are swept 
up in the thrill of Koshien, the wildly popular  
national high school baseball championship 
named after Osaka’s hallowed Koshien Stadium.  

 
On the historic 100th anniversary of the single 
elimination tournament, documentary filmmaker 

Ema Ryan Yamazaki follows the coaches and 
players of two promising teams as they undergo 
rigorous training—a process that reveals a 
uniquely Japanese and exceptionally martial  
approach to the Western sport that emphasizes 
self-sacrifice and spiritual conditioning.  

 
Through the lens of baseball, Yamazaki’s  
perceptive film considers Japanese society as a 
whole as it continues to balance respect for  
tradition with the adoption of progressive change. 

 
Buy Tickets: https://film.japansociety.org/film/
koshien-japans-field-of-dreams/?
utm_source=netcommunity&utm_medium=email
&utm_campaign=artsculture 

 
Prices: $10 / $8 members. | Part of New Releas-
es. | All rentals available for 7 days after pur-
chase with a 48-hour viewing window. 
Available for Streaming: North America 

New York-based Japan Society to present online screening of 
“Koshien: Japan’s Field of Dreams” streaming from Nov. 20  

Shige Higashi started Cultural News in 1998 to build a network of  
Japanese cultural community in Southern California. Due to Corona  
pandemic, the format of Cultural News had to change from monthly  
paper to weekly PDF. But the mission of Cultural News remains the same: 
promoting Japanese culture and art in Southern California. 
Non-profit organization Cultural News Association has been formed to 
support the mission of Cultural News. Your contribution would be  
appreciated at https://www.culturalnews.com/donation 
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Let’s learn about Japanese percussion music through  
video:  Series #22 features “Fire Alarm” 

By Mariko Watabe 

 
There are dance videos and  shamisen  
videos.  But KABUKI HAYASHI (Japanese   
percussion)  videos are rarely found or  
discussed especially in English or with  
English subtitles.  

 
I have decided to make them as I believe 
this art is too precious to be hidden or lost. 
With the guidance of Master Katada  
Shinjuro, I am trying to uncover the world of 
HAYASHI by producing YouTube videos in 
Japanese language with English subtitles.   
 
To view the video  from #01 to #21, visit  
Tsuzumibito Chanel at YouTube  

 
Ohayashi Juku (Kabuki Series) #22 https://
youtu.be/D0ypQW7dtqI  is the last video of the six
-part series on the sounds related to the life of 
people in the Edo period. 

 

This video is about the rhythm pattern and sound 
affects used in Kabuki for fire scenes.   
 
It also introduces how fire safely protocols were 
developed in the Edo period put in place after 
some devastating fires.  

The sound effects used for fire scenes, fire 
alarms as well by the night watch people are  
directly used in Kabuki to set the scene for the 

audience.  Ringing bells and clapping wood were 
used to signal and communicate when a fire  
occurs as well as more detailed communications. 

Along with introducing the use of bells and  
wooden sticks for signaling, this video also shows 
an example using a dance piece called, 
“Maboroshi Oshichi” of Kiyomoto music. 

 
Mariko Watabe has been introducing Kabuki 
dance and music to American audiences  
nationwide for over 40 years. She goes by her 
stage names such as; Kimisen Katada for 
Hayashi, Kyosho Yamato for Yamatogaku, 
Kichitoji Kineya for Nagauta; and Marifuji Bando 
for dance.  
 
She is currently living in Los Angeles area.  
Her activities and performances are found at 
http://fujijapanesemusic.org  

Weekly Cultural News  
introduces virtual events of 

Japanese art and culture in  the U.S. 

One Month Subscription fee for $9 
https://www.culturalnews.com/subscription 
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