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Keep Japanese Culture Alive  

On Nov. 3 
(Japan Stand-
ard Time), the 
Government of 
Japan announc-
es the recipients 
of its Fall 2020  
Decorations.  

From the  
jurisdiction of 
the Consulate  
General of  
Japan in Los 
Angeles, Mr. 
Dennis Otsuji in 
San Diego and 
Mr. Glenn 
Tanaka in Irvine 
will be awarded.  

Mr. Dennis 
Yukio Otsuji 
awarded with the Order of the Rising Sun, Gold and 
Silver Rays  

Mr. Dennis Otsuji has been involved in Landscape  
Architecture and Urban Planning for over 50 years and 
has also served as President of the American Society 
of Landscape Architect (ASLA), advancing landscape 
architecture through advocacy, communication,  
education and fellowship.  

As President of the Japanese Friendship Garden  
Society of San Diego, a symbol of U.S. – Japan  
friendship, he has promoted Japanese culture and  
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Japanese Government awards medals to landscape 
architect in San Diego and farm owner in Irvine 

Mr. Glenn 
Takeo 
Tanaka 
awarded with 
the Order of 
the Rising 
Sun, Gold 
and Silver 
Rays 

While Mr. 
Tanaka has 
been produc-
ing high quali-
ty vegetables 
and fruits at 
his farm in  
Irvine, Orange 
County for 
over the 40 
years, he has 
contributed to 
the community 
by organizing the nutritional education for children 
as well as harvest tours at his farm.  

Mr. Tanaka has also donated to the victims at the 
affected farms as well as the students who study 
agriculture at the areas affected by the Great East 
Japan Earthquake in 2011.  

Mr. Tanaka started “Walk the Farm,” a fund-
raising event for the Eastern Japan including  
Fukushima prefecture, with the “Orange Coast 
Optimist Club’s Helping Farms Feed Families,” 
which was established in 2011 when Mr. Tanaka 
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tradition with his enthusiasm and  
achievements. 

He also has contributed to  
disseminate the history of the  
internment of Japanese Americans by 
the design and management plan for 
the Manzanar National Historic Site 
as well as facilitating the completion 
of the National Japanese American 
Memorial in Washington DC.  

Mr. Otsuji was appointed as a board 
member of the Japanese Friendship  
Garden Society of San Diego in 1999 
and has served as President since 
2009.  

In the expansion completed in 2015, 
he proposed innovative designs to 
the Japanese Friendship Garden of 
San Diego. Also, he took a leadership 
role in the major capital campaign raising 6.1 million 
dollar including international donations.  

This expansion also recently led the Garden in June 
2020 to become the first Japanese garden in the  
United States to be certified as a museum by the 
American Alliance of Museum.  

Mr. Otsuji continues his passion to further disseminate 
Japanese culture and tradition through the Garden.  

Since 1979, Mr. Otsuji has been an active member of 
the American Society of Landscape Architect (ASLA) 
and was elected as President in 1994.   

In 1998 for his unparalleled contribution to the  
profession, Mr. Otsuji received the Presidents Medal 

from ASLA.  

In 1992 while serving as Vice 
President of Policy at ASLA, he 
was asked to serve as the Chair-
man of the ASLA Committee to 
work with the Manzanar  
Committee and Manzanar  
Advisory Commission in  
conjunction with the National Park 
Service. 

The ASLA committees were  
designed to guide and assist in 
the planning and preparation of 
the General Management Plan for 
the Manazanar Historic Site to 
accurately interpret the history of 
the internment of Japanese  
Americans during World War II.  

Mr. Otsuji accomplished that task 
by leading the eight member  
committee who were all interned 

in one of the ten internment camps during World War 
II. Mr. Otsuji was interned Amache, Colorado. His  
involvement with Manzanar was completed in 2012, 
however he continues to visit annually and stay in 
contact with its progress at Manzanar.  

From 1998 to 2000, while he was a board member for 
the National Japanese American Memorial Founda-
tion, Mr. Otsuji facilitated and coordinated the design 
and construction of the National Japanese American 
Memorial located in Washington DC.  

The memorial records “the experience of American 
citizens of Japanese ancestry and their parents who 
patriotically supported this country despite their unjust 
treatment during World War II.”     
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Japanese Government awards medal to  
Mr. Dennis Otsuji, landscape architect   

Shige Higashi started Cultural News in 1998 to build a network of  
Japanese cultural community in Southern California. Due to Corona  
pandemic, the format of Cultural News had to change from monthly  
paper to weekly PDF. But the mission of Cultural News remains the 
same: promoting Japanese culture and art in Southern California. 
Non-profit organization Cultural News Association has been formed to 
support the mission of Cultural News. Your contribution would be  
appreciated at https://www.culturalnews.com/donation 

 

Mr. Dennis Otsuji 
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was President of Orange Coast  
Optimist Club.  

At the event, the participants can 
have an opportunity to enjoy  
seasonal harvests at the farm, and 
at the same time, the participants 
can deepen their understanding of 
the earthquake disaster at the  
exhibition booth to inform the  
current situation of the affected  
areas by the Great East Japan 
Earthquake. The funds raised at the 
event has been donated to the 
earthquake victims.   

Since its launching in 2011, the 
event has been supported by the 
total of over 5,000 volunteers, and 
participated with more than 15,000 visitors. As a  
result, more than $800,000 are donated to Japan.  

In 2020, the event was cancelled, because of the 
coronavirus pandemic; however, Mr. Tanaka raised 
$20,000 for donation. So far, the donation has been 
distributed to 20 farmers in the affected areas by the 
Great East Japan Earthquake in 2011, 8 students 
who studies agriculture at the Iwate University and the 
Fukushima University. 

When Mr. Tanaka was President of the Orange Cost 
Optimist Club, he was actively involved in the youth 
education. In 2012, Mr. Tanaka set up the Youth  
Advisory Committee within the organization. The  
establishment made it possible to provide coordinated 
support to the youth activities and ensure the  
continuity of the activities.  

In 2012, Mr. Tanaka also launched exchange  
program by inviting Japanese secondary and high 

school student. Every year, the Club 
invites 30 to 120 students to the “Walk 
the Farm” event to interact with the 
students in California. 

Mr. Tanaka has been also engaged in 
the operation of the Tanaka Farm over 
40 years, including the joint operation 
with his farther. He is not only  
producing the agricultural products, 
but also providing the opportunities to  
experience farming to the wide range 
of the community.  

In 1988, Mr. Tanaka launched farm 
experience program for the local  
children. In 1998, he opened his farm 
to the public, and launched education-
al tours and agritourism for the public. 
Currently, he provides agricultural  
experience to 150,000 people  

including 35,000 children in urban area every year, 
and engages in agricultural education and training of 
successors.  

Mr. Tanaka has contributed to the local community. 
He has been organizing the New Year’s mochi  
pounding event at the Tanaka Farm to inherit  
Japanese culture for the long time.  

He also organizes many harvest events such as 
strawberry and pumpkin, with the Japan Business  
Association of Southern California. The annual  
pumpkin harvest festival in October is the biggest 
event with more than 100,000 visitors. 

Mr. Tanaka’s long-time contribution to the community 
was recognized by many organizations. For example, 
in 2017, he received the Green-White Achievement 
Award from the Agricultural Society of Japan. 

Japanese Government awards medal to  
Mr. Glenn Tanaka, owner of Tanaka Farm in Irvine 

Weekly Cultural News introduces Japanese art  

and cultural events in Los Ange and the U.S. 

One Month Subscription fee for $9 
https://www.culturalnews.com/subscription 

Continued form page 1 

Mr. Glenn Tanaka 

https://www.culturalnews.com/subscription


                         Weekly Cultural News / November 02 - 08, 2020 (Reiwa 2)  Page 4    

Little Tokyo Historical Society seeks  
entries for 2021 short story Contest 

The Little Tokyo Historical Society (LTHS) seeks 
fictional short stories for its eighth annual Imagine 
Little Tokyo short story contest in the categories 
of English language, Japanese language and 
youth (18 and younger).  

The deadline is February 28, 2021. The contest is 
presented by LTHS in partnership with the  
Japanese American National Museum’s Discover 
Nikkei project. 

The purpose of the contest is to raise awareness 
of Little Tokyo through a creative story that takes 
place in Little Tokyo.  

The story has to be fictional and set in a current, 
past or future Little Tokyo in the City of Los  
Angeles, California.  

The short story committee will be specifically 
looking for stories that capture the spirit and 
sense of Little Tokyo.  

Each category winner will be awarded $500 in 
cash with their short story being published in The 
Rafu Shimpo, Discover Nikkei and Little Tokyo 
Historical Society website.  

A virtual award ceremony and dramatic readings 
of the winning stories are also being planned for 
2021 at the Japanese American National  
Museum. 

For more information and guidelines, refer to the 
Events tab of https://www.littletokyohs.org  If you 
would like to financially contribute to the contest, 
e-mail imaginelittletokyo@gmail.com 

Actress Tamlyn Tomita was one of the three performers reading 
Imagine Little Tokyo winning short stories at the 2020 virtual 
ceremony held on the Japanese American National Museum  

platform. To view the entire program, go to janmdotorg’s 
YouTube channel or the Little Tokyo Historical Society 
 (https://www.littletokyohs.org). 

https://www.littletokyohs.org
mailto:imaginelittletokyo@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/pMvUXB1pklg
https://youtu.be/pMvUXB1pklg
https://www.littletokyohs.org
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Let’s learn about Japanese percussion music through  
video:  Series #20 features “Sawagi” 

By Mariko Watabe 

 
There are dance videos and   
shamisen videos.  But KABUKI 
HAYASHI (Japanese  percussion)  
videos are rarely found or discussed 
especially in English or with English 
subtitles.  

 
I have decided to make them as I 
believe this art is too precious to be 
hidden or lost. With the guidance of 
Master Katada Shinjuro, I am trying 
to uncover the world of HAYASHI by  
producing YouTube videos in  
Japanese language with English subtitles.   
 
To view the video  from #01 to #19, visit  
Tsuzumibito Chanel at YouTube  

 
Ohayashi Juku (Kabuki Series) #20 https://
youtu.be/thDJV3NpCJo is the forth video of the 
six-part series on the sounds related to the life of 
the people in the Edo period.  It is a rhythm  
pattern “Sawagi” which describes the image of  
Yoshiwara, a pleasure quarter from the Edo  
period. 
 
This video introduces the history of Yoshiwara, 
and the relationships of Yoshiwara and Edo  
culture.  Plus the rhythm pattern, “sawagi” 
through a workshop and lastly to enjoy the rhythm 
pattern by watching the music piece , “Yoshiwara 
Suzume” of Nagauta music. 

During the Edo period, the Tokugawa Shogunate 
made pleasure quarters in “Yoshiwara” along with 
“Shimabara” in Kyoto and “Shinmachi” in Osaka.   

Japan has a history from the Heian period with 
female entertainers called, “Shirabyoshi”, who 
danced and sang.  “Shimabara” and “Shinmachi” 
quarters were made to entertain nobles who 
stayed in Kyoto while the capital was moved to 
Edo (Tokyo).   

Two thirds of the population were men in Edo due 

to them going there for the alternate attendance 
policy mentioned in earlier  videos.   

The “Yoshiwara” quarter turned out to be the  
cultural center of Japan during the Edo period 
and had a large impact on Japanese culture  
including fashion, visual arts, performing arts,  
sumo, tea ceremonies, calligraphy, festivals, and 
so on. 

Now, such pleasure quarters are banned.   
However, you will still find the special places for 
social gatherings with entertainment by Maikos 
and Geishas. You will also be able to see them at 
events such as Miyako Odori, Azuma Odori, and 
Kanazawa Odori. 

You will hear the “Sawagi” rhythm that are used 
to depict the scene of the Yoshiwara quarter in 
the music piece, “Yoshiwara Suzume” of Nagauta 
music.   

Mariko Watabe has been introducing Kabuki 
dance and music to American audiences  
nationwide for over 40 years. She goes by her 
stage names such as; Kimisen Katada for 
Hayashi, Kyosho Yamato for Yamatogaku, 
Kichitoji Kineya for Nagauta; and Marifuji Bando 
for dance.  
 
She is currently living in Los Angeles area.  
Her activities and performances are found at 
http://fujijapanesemusic.org  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOtd5V9gQBwU3P1Gngr3TVQ
https://youtu.be/thDJV3NpCJo
https://youtu.be/thDJV3NpCJo
http://fujijapanesemusic.org
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