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Keep Japanese Culture Alive  

 Following the COVID-19 health regulations, more 

than 1,000 visitors offered New Year’s prays at 

Koyasan Buddhist Temple on Friday, Jan. 1. 

The temple posted health regulation boards, 

checked body temperatures, and kept names and 

telephone numbers before visitors were allowed 

to enter the temple yard. Bishop Matsumoto and 

Rev. Hirokazu Kosaka conducted the services.   

mailto:higashi@culturalnews.com
https://youtu.be/sOEiv7c2GuY
https://youtu.be/sOEiv7c2GuY
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To commemorate 10th anniversary of Tsunami disaster, NHK 
documentary series to be premiere in the U.S. on Jan. 8 

Tokyo — January 2021—NHK 
WORLD-JAPAN, the English-
language international service of 
Japan’s sole public broadcaster, 
NHK, announced the world 
broadcast premiere of 3/11-The 
Tsunami, a new two-part docu-
mentary series that recounts 
Japan’s largest recorded natural 
disaster set off by a massive 
earthquake that rocked Japan on 
March 11, 2011, and the  
country’s recovery efforts of the 
following year. 
  
To create the series designed to 
mark the 10-year anniversary of 
the disaster, NHK amassed hundreds of hours of 
film shot by NHK camera crews as well as mobile 
phone and other footage captured by citizens who 
were on scene during and after the earthquake 
and tsunami. NHK edited and wove the footage 
together in chronological order to create this  
compelling series—and cautionary tale—that  
captures the magnitude and emotions of the  
unprecedented mega-disaster.  
  
Episode 1 of the series, “The First 3 Days,” tells 
the story of the horrifying moments following the 
magnitude 9.0 earthquake off the Pacific coast of 
Tōhoku, Japan on March 11, 2011 at 2:46pm,  
triggering a massive tsunami and nuclear  
meltdown at the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear  
Power Plant. The mega-disaster destroyed cities 
and towns throughout the region, crumbling build-
ings, crushing cars, causing massive flooding—
and taking more than 18,000 lives in the process.  
 
Episode 2, “The First Year,” depicts the painstak-
ing recovery efforts undertaken by Japan over the 
following year, as the country worked tirelessly to 
rebuild homes and buildings that were either  
completely destroyed, as well as repair or rebuild 
ports, dams, roadways, and other infrastructure 

devastated by the disaster. 
  
Along the way, the series tells stories of the  
personal experiences of those who were affected 
by the disaster, using first-hand accounts to depict 
people’s experiences that day as well as the hard-
ships they faced during the aftermath.  
  
Episode 1, The First 3 Days, will air on Friday, 
January 8 at 8:10pm EST, then Saturday, January 
9 (three separate air times), and Friday, January 
15.  Episode 2, The First Year, will air on Friday, 
January 15 at 8:10pm EST, then Saturday,  
January 16 (three separate air times) and Friday, 
January 22 (see local television listings for all air 
times).  
 
NHK WORLD-JAPAN is presented in 13 major 
US markets through its partnerships with public 
television broadcasters in each market. The  
service is also available on Roku, Apple TV and 
Amazon Fire TV as well as via a free down-
loadable app and streaming on the website: 
nhk.jp/world.  

Aftermath of the 2011 Tsunami disaster in Japan (Courtesy of NHK World-Japan) 

https://www3.nhk.or.jp/nhkworld/en/tv/worldprime/20210109/3016087/
https://www3.nhk.or.jp/nhkworld/
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Join award winning author Naomi Hirahara and 
Little Tokyo community leader Bill Watanabe for 
an interactive story writing workshop on Thurs-
day, January 28, 5:00 – 6:00 pm, PST on Zoom.  
Participants will learn tips and get advice for  
writing short stories that they can submit to the 
eighth annual Imagine Little Tokyo short story 
contest.  
 
Presented by Little Tokyo Historical Society in 
partnership with Discover Nikkei, the purpose of 
the Imagine Little Tokyo short story contest is to 
raise awareness of Little Tokyo through a  
creative story that takes place in the historic 
neighborhood. 
The story must be fictional and set in a current, 
past, or future Little Tokyo, Los Angeles. The 

short story committee will be specifically looking 
for stories that capture the spirit and sense of Lit-
tle Tokyo. Learn more about submitting your sto-
ry. 
 
RSVPs are required. You will be emailed links 
and instructions to join our conversation on 
Zoom. Please confirm that the email that you  
register with is the best way to reach you.  
 
Contact publicprograms@janm.org  if you have 
any additional questions or specific access  
concerns. 
 
Discover Nikkei is a project of the Japanese 
American National Museum. 

Imagine Little Tokyo Writing Workshop with award  
winning author and community leader on Zoom 

Los Angeles County  

Museum of Art will present 

three online event “Art & 

Conversation: Yoshitomo 

Nara” on Tuesdays, Jan. 5, 

12, 19, from 6:00 pm – 7:00 

pm via Zoom.  

This series takes view-

ers through three differ-

ent periods in Nara’s 

career, including his 

early art practice,  

questions narratives of 

“Japanese-ness” at the 

turn of the century, and 

the impact of the 2011 

Great Tohoku disaster on Nara’s art.  

Presented by Yeewan Koon, Chair of the Depart-

ment of Art History at the University of Hong Kong 

and author of Yoshitomo Nara, 

the first truly authoritative  

monograph on the artist in 

more than a decade. 

 

Art & Conversation:  

Yoshitomo Nara 

Tues, Jan 05, 6-7 pm, Who is 

that big-headed girl? 

Tues, Jan 12, 6–7 pm, Nara, 

kawaii, and the “Superflat” con-

cept 

 

Tues, Jan 19, 6–7 pm, No 

longer just a girl with a knife: 

Art after Fukushima 

Free, RSVP required 
This event will take place online via Zoom. 

Los Angeles County Museum of Art to present online “Art & 
Conversation: Yoshitomo Nara” Jan, 5, 12, 19 

https://www.littletokyohs.org/all-news/8th-annual-imagine-little-tokyo-short-story-contest
https://www.littletokyohs.org/all-news/8th-annual-imagine-little-tokyo-short-story-contest
https://9644p.blackbaudhosting.com/9644p/tickets?tab=2&txobjid=e1a16db7-f96b-429e-abad-83371e362cde
mailto:publicprograms@janm.org
https://www.lacma.org/event/art-conversation-yoshitomo-nara-who-big-headed-girl?utm_source=Education+Dept.&utm_campaign=4318955627-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_02_06_12_02_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_cc8260f9b3-4318955627-95080297
https://www.lacma.org/event/art-conversation-yoshitomo-nara-who-big-headed-girl?utm_source=Education+Dept.&utm_campaign=4318955627-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_02_06_12_02_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_cc8260f9b3-4318955627-95080297
https://lacma.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=33a7932d711750e006be92b6e&id=da560f3a02&e=608898cb4e
https://lacma.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=33a7932d711750e006be92b6e&id=da560f3a02&e=608898cb4e
https://lacma.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=33a7932d711750e006be92b6e&id=da560f3a02&e=608898cb4e
https://lacma.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=33a7932d711750e006be92b6e&id=08e89a5199&e=608898cb4e
https://lacma.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=33a7932d711750e006be92b6e&id=08e89a5199&e=608898cb4e
https://lacma.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=33a7932d711750e006be92b6e&id=08e89a5199&e=608898cb4e
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Japanese Percussion Lesson #29: Let’s look at  
different characters of Western and Kabuki music   

By Mariko Watabe 

There are dance videos and  

shamisen videos.  But KABUKI 

HAYASHI (Japanese  percussion)  

videos are rarely found or   

discussed especially in English or 

with English subtitles.  

I have decided to make them as I  

believe this art is too precious to 

be hidden or lost. With the  

guidance of Master Katada Shinju-

ro, I am trying to uncover the world 

of HAYASHI by producing YouTube videos in 

Japanese language with English subtitles.   

To view the previous videos  from #01 to #28,  

visit Tsuzumibito Chanel at YouTube  

Ohayashi Juku (Kabuki Series) #29 https://
youtu.be/ADRoQDowo_4  is about “Mathematical 
Music vs Impressionism in Music. We will move 
into “The Character of Music” the second main 
topic of the difference between the western or-
chestra and Kabuki music. 
Western music has traditionally been very  
mathematical in structure by the use of 7 scales 
and has a rule which they use one syllable to one 
note.   

Japanese music was developed in the completely 
different way due the differences in language.  
This created a very unique structure. If the  
structure is viewed like a woven fabric, western 

music uses the same vertical and horizontal 
“threads” while Japanese music use different  
vertical and horizontal “threads” that work  
independently but interact with each other.      
This brings a very different dynamic to Japanese 
music when compared to western music.  In this 
video we will also look at the 7-5-syllable meter 
used in Japanese lyrics that use organic Intervals 
called “MA” and breathing.  

Mariko Watabe has been introducing Kabuki 

dance and music to American audiences  nation-

wide for over 40 years. She goes by her stage 

names such as; Kimisen Katada for Hayashi, 

Kyosho Yamato for Yamatogaku, Kichitoji Kineya 

for Nagauta; and Marifuji Bando for dance.  

She is currently living in Los Angeles area.  

Her activities and performances are found at 

http://fujijapanesemusic.org  

Weekly Cultural News introduces virtual events of 

Japanese art and culture in  the U.S. One Month Subscription fee for $9 
https://www.culturalnews.com/subscription 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOtd5V9gQBwU3P1Gngr3TVQ
https://youtu.be/ADRoQDowo_4
https://youtu.be/ADRoQDowo_4
http://fujijapanesemusic.org
https://www.culturalnews.com/subscription
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Cultures are major connections to communities 
By Shige Higashi 
Cultural News Editor 
 
I started Cultural 
News in summer 1998 
to introduce Japanese 
art exhibitions and  

local Japanese cultural events to the  
general public, native Japanese and 
 American-born Japanese.  
 
I eventually discovered Southern Califor-
nia is the home of more than 100,000  
native Japanese, and the majority became 
U.S. citizens but they still need Japanese 
culture. 
 
In last 20 years, there are more interna-
tional marriages than Japanese marriages 
in not only Los Angeles but also in the US. 

For ordinary people, cultures such as  
language, songs, dances, foods, visual 
arts and martial arts, are major  
connections to communities. 
 
Keeping Japanese culture is still  
important parts of their life for the old and 
younger generations in Los Angeles.  
 
In 2020, Cultural News received $20,000 
donation against $30,000 goal. 
  
COVID-19 pandemic forces us to use 
more technologies such as Zoom and 
Webinar. To meet these requirements, 
Cultural News needs $30,000 donation per 
year. Your supports are essential. 
  
https://www.culturalnews.com/donation 

Weekly Cultural News introduces virtual events of 

Japanese art and culture in  the U.S. One Month Subscription fee for $9 
https://www.culturalnews.com/subscription 

Cultural News’ Webinar on “Traditional Japanese Music: Shakuhachi” 

“Miracle Nigh by Cultural News” is 

a new format to meet people in 

the new situation of the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

Utilizing Zoom Webinar systems, 

“Miracle Night”  introduces artists 

and specialists on Japanese  

culture. 

On Monday, Jan. 11 at 7:00 pm, “Miracle Night” 

will focus on Shakuhachi music. Guests will  

include David Neptune, filmmaker of "Words 

Can't Go There."  

His film depicts the life time 

achievement of renowned 

shakuhachi master John Kaizan 

Neptune (photo). Los Angeles-

based traditional Japanese music 

players will talk too. 

Register in advance for this  
webinar: https://

us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_yC9N0nIjQLCTJzxJW88Qjw 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation 
email containing information about joining the 
webinar. 

https://www.culturalnews.com/donation
https://www.culturalnews.com/subscription
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_yC9N0nIjQLCTJzxJW88Qjw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_yC9N0nIjQLCTJzxJW88Qjw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_yC9N0nIjQLCTJzxJW88Qjw

