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Keep Japanese Culture Alive  

Scripps College hosting virtual exhibition  
SHIKI: THE FOUR SEASONS IN JAPANESE ART   
Video presentation to start Feb. 15 
CLAREMONT, CA — The 
power of nature and its 
many beauties, emerging 
one by one as the year  
unfolds, are revered in  
Japan—so much so that, 
over centuries, the Japanese 
have created a poetic vocab-
ulary of seasonal motifs that 
feature prominently in litera-
ture, art and daily life.  

Cherry blossoms, irises, red 
maple leaves and snow: 
each communicates the 
moods of its given season. 
Enhancing Japanese paint-
ings and prints, these motifs 
decorate clothing and homes 
as well. They even inspire 
many of the country’s annual 
festivals, entertainment and 
travel.  

This spring semester of 
Scripps College in 
Claremont, the Williamson 
Gallery celebrates that rich 
tradition with the virtual  
exhibition, SHIKI: The Four 
Seasons in Japanese Art, on 
view from January 30 
through April 11, 2021. You 
can visit SHIKI on the 
Scripps College website, 
here. The video will premiere on the Scripps Col-
lege YouTube Channel on Monday, February 15. 

Drawn from Scripps College’s abundant collec-
tions of Japanese paintings, prints, ceramics, lac-
quer wares, metalwork and textiles, the exhibition 

showcases over 80 
works and offers visitors 
the opportunity to see 
rare pieces of exquisite 
craftsmanship and high 
drama.  

The show is curated by 
Meher McArthur, Art 
and Culture Director at 
JAPAN HOUSE Los 
Angeles and former Ga-
brielle Jungels-Winkler 
Curator of Academic 
Programs and Collec-
tions at Scripps Col-
lege.  

McArthur, an Asian art 
historian specializing in 
Japanese art, stresses 
the enduring presence 
of these symbols: “From 
the most elaborate fold-
ing screen embellished 
with purple irises to a 
small teacup painted 
with a single maple 
leaf,” notes McArthur, 
“such seasonal refer-
ences are an integral 
part of the cultural and 
emotional lives of the 
Japanese people.” 

During exhibitions, and once COVID-19  
restrictions are lifted, the Williamson Gallery is 
open from Wed. through Sun., noon to 5 p.m. 
 Admission is free. For more information, please 
call (909) 670-3397 or visit the Gallery website at 
https://rcwg.scrippscollege.edu 

Kikugawa Eizan (1787-1867), Fashionable Pastimes of the 
Four Seasons (Furyu Shiki): Winter, c.1830, Full-color 
woodblock print, Gift of Mrs. James W. Johnson,  Scripps 
College, Claremont 

https://rcwg.scrippscollege.edu/blog/2021/01/26/shiki-four-seasons-in-japanese-art-jan-30-apr-11-2021/
https://rcwg.scrippscollege.edu


Weekly Cultural News is an alternative publication for Monthly Cultural News which we had 
to stop the publication in April 2020 due to COVID-19 pandemic. 

 
Shige Higashi, Cultural News Editor  

higashi@culturalnews.com  (213) 819-4100 
328 1/4 South Alexandria Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90020-2673 
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A 14-part webinar 
series to uncover 
the history, devel-
opment and future 
of public Japanese 
gardens in the U.S. 

 
The North American 
Japanese Garden  
Association announc-
es the launch of a 
weekly 14-part webi-
nar series that will 
focus on the history 
and development of 
Japanese Gardens in 
the U.S.  

 
This series will begin 
on Thursday, February 18, 2021.  

 
To register, simply click on the webinar you’re 
interested in to be taken to the Zoom registration 
page.   
 
1.130 Years of Public Japanese Gardens in 
the United States: Series Introduction 
Thursday, February 18th at 4pm PST 
Presenters: 
Professors Makoto Suzuki & Kendall Brown  

 
2.Birth and Rebirth: From the Era of Oriental 
Exotica to the 21st Century 

Thursday, 
February 25th 
at 4pm PST 
Presenter: 
Robert Karr 
(Garden of the 
Phoenix)  

 
3.Fostering 
First Genera-
tion Gardens: 
Growing After 
100 Years 
Thursday, 
March 4th at 
4pm PST 
Presenters: 
Phillip Bloom 

(The Huntington 
Library, Art Museum and Botanical Gardens) 
Shozo Kagoshima (Hakone Estate & Gardens) 
K.T. Cannon-Eger (Liliuokalani Gardens) 

 
4.Building Bridges: Friendship Gardens from 
the Post-War Era 
Thursday, March 11th at 4pm PST 
Presenters: 
Luanne Kanzawa (Japanese Friendship Garden 
of San Diego) 
Kim Andrews (Shofuso Japanese House & Gar-
den) 
Ed Moydell (Bloedel Reserve) 
Jessa Gardner (Seattle Japanse Garden) 

14 weekly webinars on 130 Years of Public 
Japanese Gardens, beginning Feb. 18 

Continuing to page 3 

Japanese Friendship Garden of Phoenix, RoHoEn 
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14 weekly webinars on 130 Years of Public Japanese Gardens 

5.Innovation by Adaptation: Japanese Style as 
Inspiration 
Thursday, March 18th at 4pm PDT 
Gardens: 
Fort Worth Botanic Garden 
Cheekwood Estate & Gardens 

 
6. Innovation by Adaptation II 
Thursday, March 25th at 4pm PDT 
Presenter: 
Sadafumi Uchiyama (Portland Japanese Garden) 

 
7.Expansive Visions: Koichi Kawana’s Land-
scapes 
Thursday, April 1st at 4pm PDT 
Gardens: 
Denver Botanic Gardens 
Chicago Botanic Garden 
Missouri Botanical Garden 

 
8.Traditions Transformed: Millennial Gardens 
Thursday, April 8th at 4pm PDT 
Gardens: 
Morikami Museum & Japanese Gardens 
Garvan Woodland Gardens 
Japanese Friendship Garden of Phoenix  

 
9. Traditions Transformed II 
Thursday, April 15th at 4pm PDT 
Presenters:  
Tim Gruner & Kendall Brown (Anderson Japa-
nese Gardens) 

 
10.The Future of Japanese Gardens: New Gar-
dens & Gardens In Transition 
Thursday, April 22nd at 4pm PDT 

Gardens: 
Sarah P. Duke Gardens  
Wellfield Botanic Garden 
Kubota Garden 
Northern Plains Botanic Garden Society 
 
11. The Impact of Japanese Gardens in the 
United States (Panel Discussion) 
Thursday, April 29th at 4pm PDT 
Panelists: 
Tim Gruner 
Michiko Kurisu 
Kim Andrews 
Larry Rosensweig 
John Powell 

 
12. Japanese Gardens in Canada 
Thursday, May 6th at 4pm PDT 
Gardens: 
Montreal Botanical Garden 
Nikka Yukko Japanese Garden 
Nitobe Memorial Garden 
 
13. Japanese Gardens in Latin America  
Thursday, May 13th at 4pm PDT 
Gardens:  
Jardín Japones de Buenos Aires  
Jardín Botanico Nacional (Habana, Cuba) 

 
14. A Look Back: Series Summary  
Wednesday, May 19th at 4pm PDT 
Presenters: 
Professors Makoto Suzuki & Kendall Brown 
 
The North American Japanese Garden Association 
(NAJGA) was founded in 2011 by leading Japanese  
gardens in USA and Canada.  

Cultural News seeks $30,000 donation in 2021 

In 1998, Cultural News was started by 

Shige Higashi to promote Japanese culture 

in Southern California. Due to Corona pan-

demic, the format of Cultural News had to 

change from monthly paper to weekly PDF. 

But the mission of Cultural News remains the same.  

Non-profit organization Cultural News Association has 

been formed to support the mission of Cultural News. 

Your contribution would be appreciated at  

https://www.culturalnews.com/donation 

Continued from page 2 
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Film KOSHIEN intimately following managers and 
players in their quest to win the Japan’s historic 
100th National High School Baseball Tournament  
KOSHIEN: JAPAN'S FIELD OF DREAMS 
Directed by Ema Ryan Yamazaki 
94 minutes, color, 2019 
In Japanese w/ English subtitles 
Streaming Launch Date: March 2, 2021 
Streaming Sources: Apple TV, iTunes &  
Amazon 

 
NEW YORK - First Run Features presents the 
Streaming Premiere of Ema Ryan Yamazaki's 
feature documentary, Koshien: Japan's Field of 
Dreams, beginning March 2, 2021.  
 
Baseball is life for the die-hard competitors in the 
100th annual Koshien, Japan's wildly popular  
national high school baseball championship, 
whose alumni include U.S. baseball star Shohei 
Ohtani and former Yankee Hideki Matsui. 

But for Manager Mizutani and his players, clean-
ing the grounds and greeting their guests are 
equally important as honing their baseball skills.  

 
In director Ema Ryan Yamazaki's dramatic and 
intimate journey to the heart of the Japanese  
national character, will those acts add up to  
victory or prove a relic of the past? 

 

KOSHIEN provides a more complicated 
and human view of Japanese people  
 
Director’s Statement by Ema Ryan Yamazaki 
 
Growing up in Japan of mixed-race, I had many 
reservations about the Japanese way. After high 

Baseball team manager Mizutani, standing, and members of the Baseball Team of Yokohama Hayato High School (Film: KOSHIEN) 

Continuing to page5 
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Film KOSHIEN: Japan’s Field of Dream  

streaming set for Mar. 2 on Apple TV, Amazon 

school, I moved to New York to study 
film and begin my career as a  
documentary director and editor.  

 
Unexpectedly, while I learned so  
many valuable things in America, I also 
gained a deeper appreciation for  
Japan – such as the trains running on 
time, people patiently lining up,  
consideration of others, and a sense of 
personal responsibility. These traits, 
learned from a young age, are so  
normal in Japan that they are taken for 
granted. 
 
After directing my first feature film (about the  
creators of Curious George), I vowed to return to 
the place of my birth to tell stories about that 
would both bring a deeper understanding of the 
Japan to the rest of the world, but also provide 
Japanese people with a new perspective on what 
makes them unique and that they should value in 
themselves.  

 
Koshien, the colorful national high school baseball 
tournament that captivates Japan every summer, 
provided an ideal context – helmets in a perfect 
line, strict adherence to rules, team-first mentality 

– an extreme microcosm of Japa-
nese society itself. 

 
As a society’s strengths may also 
its weaknesses, in recent years 
Koshien culture had been forced 
to re-examine its values. 
 
Japan is facing a crucial moment 
in time as the nation at a cross-
roads struggles to find the bal-
ance between "character building" 
traditions and more moderate 
ways to educate the next genera-
tion of successful adults. 

 
Much of the struggle Japan faces is universal – 
how to keep tradition while adapting to the influ-
ences of globalization, and how to honor where 
we have come from while facing a future that is no 
longer the same. 

 
I often feel that Japan is only known for specific 
things internationally – sushi, anime, and salary-
men, to name a few. I hope that this film provides 
a more complicated and human view of Japanese 
people, and provides hints of understanding of 
why Japan is the way it is – where it has come 
from and where it might be headed.  

Continued from page 4 

Find a Season in the Words: Haiku 

Workshop for Beginners  

Online lesson sponsored by  

the Japan Foundation Los Angeles 

Tuesday, Feb. 16, 7:00 pm - 8:30pm, PST 

Admission free. Registration required. 

A veteran haiku poet, Deborah J. Kolodji will  

explain the basics of English haiku writing  

technique. During this workshop, participants will 

also have an opportunity to virtually visit Suiho-

En, the Donald Tillman 

Japanese Garden via  

video screen.  

Participants will have a 

glimpse of the winter/

spring season to inspire 

each haiku writing. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMtcOyoqzgsGtbfi935ssrFVsWbybMfKV9A
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Japanese Percussion Lesson #34: Let’s learn 
about musical scale of Kabuki music    

By Mariko Watabe 

There are dance videos and  

shamisen videos.  But KABUKI 

HAYASHI (Japanese  percus-

sion)  videos are rarely found or  

discussed especially in English 

or with English subtitles.  

I have decided to make them as 

I believe this art is too precious 

to be hidden or lost. With the 

guidance of Master Katada 

Shinjuro, I am trying to uncover 

the world of HAYASHI by  

producing YouTube videos in  Japanese l 

anguage with English subtitles.   

To view the previous videos  from #01 to #33,  

visit Tsuzumibito Chanel at YouTube  

Ohayashi Juku (Kabuki Sereis) #34 https://
youtu.be/hHh6WyosU4M is about the “The  
Musical Scale of Western Music vs Kabuki  
Music”.  This is the sixth topic of the “Character of 
Music which compares the differences between 
the Western orchestra and kabuki music. 
 
Compared to Western musical scale is made of 7 
notes among 12 notes in octave, kabuki music is 
made of 10 notes and 2 octave and a half wide in 
range. Since they do not use 2 notes which are 
used for Western scale, there are only 5 common 
notes are used between Western and kabuki  
music.  It is not easy to play kabuki music using 
Western instruments and to play Western songs 
using shamisen music.   

If you try to write the music with standard music 
notation, you will end up having 90% of the notes 

with accidentals, which are  # and ♭.  The other 

thing which is unique about shamisen is that you 
can change the tunings instantly to different  

tunings which allows to describe different image 
of the songs as well as enable to make sudden 
scene changes. It tells the uniqueness of  
shamisen instrument which has been cherished 
as the center of the music during the Edo period.  
It has been used for Kabuki, Bunraku puppet  
theaters, folk songs and all kind of entertainments 
at rakugo, pleasure quarters, as well as the main 
hobby of the people. 

Kabuki music tries to describe beauty of nature or 
the deep soul of human being and wish for gods 
for blessings and peace and happiness.  The  
flexibility of shamisen made the dramas as if it 
were  made of Ukiyo-e picture scroll in music. 

Mariko Watabe has been introducing Kabuki 

dance and music to American audiences   

nationwide for over 40 years. She goes by her 

stage names such as; Kimisen Katada for 

Hayashi, Kyosho Yamato for Yamatogaku, 

Kichitoji Kineya for Nagauta; and Marifuji Bando 

for dance.  

She is currently living in Los Angeles area.  

Her activities and performances are found at 

http://fujijapanesemusic.org  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOtd5V9gQBwU3P1Gngr3TVQ
https://youtu.be/hHh6WyosU4M
https://youtu.be/hHh6WyosU4M
http://fujijapanesemusic.org


              Weekly Cultural News /   February 08 - 14, 2021 (Reiwa 3)   Page 7 

Japanese grocery delivery now available in West 
Los Angeles, South Bay, and Pasadena area  

Los Angeles – based premier Japanese food 
supplier Mutual Trading Company starts MTC 
Kitchen Home https://home.mtckitchen.com  
online Japanese grocery store & home delivery 
service.  

 
The grocery item list Includes some of MTC’s 
most popular restaurant items. The groceries are 
delivered by MTC’s own delivery dispatch team.  

 
The delivery service includes dry, chilled, frozen, 
super frozen items, but not alcohol merchandis-
es. 

 
At this time, the delivery areas are limited to West 
Los Angeles, South Bay, and North East 
(Glendale , Pasadena, and eastward). 

 
MTC Kitchen Home was born from Mutual Trad-
ing Company’s wish to fulfill its mission of 
“Bringing the Flavors of Japan to the People of 
the World.” 

 
For close to 100 years, MTC has been the im-
porter, distributor, and wholesaler of authentic 
Japanese food, alcohol beverage and restaurant 
supply specialist.  

 
The one thing MTC has been missing is the  
direct consumer contact. By bringing traditional 
Japanese products directly to consumers’ door, 
MTC Kitchen Home aims to share authentic  
Japanese cuisine, its health benefits, and the joy 
it brings.  

 
Employing the universal medium of food, MTC 

hopes to contribute to fostering cross-cultural  
understandings around the world. 

 
High quality ingredients which were once only 
available to the nation’s top chefs are now  
available to home cooks. MTC’s longstanding  
relationships with the vendors allow the company 
to bring consumers artisanal and innovative  
products which consumers cannot find anywhere 
else.  

 
MTC’s contactless delivery service allows  
consumers to shop for Japanese groceries from 
the safety and convenience of their own home. 
MTC Kitchen Home provides a fast, fresh, and 
easy way to bring a piece of Japan into  
consumers’ kitchen.  

 
Online grocery delivery service starts with 
“Be Genki” campaign  

 
To coincide beginning of MTC Kitchen Home, 
Mutual Trading Company will donate foods to  
individuals who are on tight budgets through the 
Little Tokyo Service Center https://www.ltsc.org 

 
In “Be Genki” care packages, MTC accumulates 
$10 fund per $20 purchase by customers. MTC is 
gathering these funds to spend towards a worthy 
cause – for the Little Tokyo Service Center,  
forwarding MTC’s foods to individuals who are on 
tight budgets. This program will run till the end of 
March 201. 

  
A $50 purchase minimum will qualify for free  
delivery service. 

Weekly Cultural News is an alternative publication for Monthly Cultural News  
which stopped publishing in April 2020 due to COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

https://www.culturalnews.com/subscription 
 

https://home.mtckitchen.com
https://www.ltsc.org
https://www.culturalnews.com/subscription
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Donors over $1,000 
 
Anonymous 
Toshio Handa 
Takashi Omitsu 
Kay Ueda 

 
 

Donors over $150  
up to $1,000 
 
Masao Kodani 
Mariko Watabe 
Joe Mizuno 
Hideomi Aoki 
Hiroshi & Kikuko Otake 
Toshiko Randall 
Kiyoko Kamii 
Hugh & Anna Leonard 
Kazumitsu Kato 
Yasuko Sakamoto 
Takako Wakita 
Minoru Amemiya 
Hideo Sakata 
Takashi Iida 
Nobuko Nabeshima 
Shige Kabashima 
Wayne Miyao 

 
 

Donors up to $150 
 
Masao Okamoto 
Izumi Hasegawa 
Joseph Cross 
Keiko Reich 
Margaret Zumwinkle 
Gilbert Fujimoto 
Body Weather Labora-
tory 
Helen Erickson 
Norie Morita 
Fusako Toyota 
Setsuko Fujinami 
Tato Takahama 
Akemi Yamamoto 
Kimiko Tsurudome 
Haruko Sakakibara 
Atsuko Lee 
Taizo Honda 
Tsuneo Kaneko 
Mihoko Colletti 
Yuriko Anazawa 
Hideaki Kojima 
Hidesomi Bando 
Tamiko Uyehara 
Yoshie Kuriyama 
Miayko Kadogawa 
Mamiko Ishiyamas 
Mari Robinson 

Makoto Hosaka 
Yumi Nakano 
Mistuko Ota 
Toshiko Okawa 
Tom Maeda 
Junko Yamaguchi 
Carole Fujita 
Makoto Nagashima 
Tamiko Namba 
Toshiko Yokota 
Saeko Zirkelbach 
mi so happi 
Ayako Masada 
Hiromi Komiyama 
Masako Kobayashi 
Noriyuki Tani 
Toshiko McCallum 
Sandra Kitayama 
Dolly Oishi 
Dorothy Potter 
Kay Inose 
Tami Heckmann 
Candance Gate 
Louise Sakamoto 
Kazuyuki Kitajima 
Eric Moore 
Sojin Kim 
Fumi Stark 
Hirokatsu Kato 
Hiroaki Sera 
Adelle Luitz 

Cultural News appreciates donations form readers 

In 2021, Cultural News Association, non-profit organization 

to support Cultural News, received $18,853 of donation 

from about 80 readers. In April 2020, Cultural News had to 

stop publishing monthly paper, and in June 2020, Cultural 

News resumed publishing as weekly PDF publication.  

Without these donation, Cultural News could not continue 

to promote online events of Japanese culture in Los Ange-

les and other areas. Cultural News appreciates donors.   


