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Keep Japanese Culture Alive  

Japan House presenting navigable 3D-virtual tour in  
Japanese woodblock print exhibition 

JAPAN HOUSE Los Angeles’s new exhibition 
with titled “NATURE/SUPERNATURE” is  
available starting Feb. 15 via an online  
experience, complete with a navigable 3D-virtual 
tour, exclusive content, a welcome video  
message, and noteworthy related programs. 

 
The opening day of the physical gallery at  
JAPAN HOUSE Los Angeles will be announced 
on a later date, following guidance by local  
governments and the local health department. 

 
The virtual exhibition “NATURE/ SUPER-
NATURE: Visions of this World and Beyond in 
Japanese Woodblock Prints,” brings audiences 
to another world. 

 
The power and beauty of nature has been a  
central focus in Japanese culture, rooted in the 
belief that supernatural forces and beings are at 
work in all aspects of the natural realm. 

For centuries, Japanese artists and artisans have 
illustrated these themes, reaching new heights in 
the Edo (1603-1868) and Meiji (1868-1912) eras 
with the rise of woodblock printing. 

 
This exhibition of over sixty Japanese prints from 
the Scripps College collection in Claremont,  
California features works by some of Japan’s  
finest artists such as Katsushika Hokusai (1760-
1849) and Utagawa Hiroshige (1797-1858)  
portraying not only gorgeous vistas of the  
Japanese landscape, but also the fascinating  
deities and supernatural creatures that were  
believed to inhabit and influence nature – from 
ghosts to shape-shifting animals to trickster  
spirits.  

 
The three sections of the exhibition delve into 
these images of the natural world and its  
supernatural dimensions, as well as the evolution 
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of new woodblock printing techniques as one of 
the world’s first forms of “mass media.” 

 
The Woodblock Printing area introduces the 
history and process of Japanese woodblock 
printing, including very early examples of  
Japanese printed images, as well as woodblocks, 
printing tools, pigments and a set of prints  
illustrating how a full-color print is made. 

 
The Nature area includes prints depicting beauty 
spots in and around the capital of Edo (modern 
Tokyo) near Mt. Fuji and four other regions:  
Nikko, Kyoto, the Seto Inland Sea, and Nagano. 
These beautiful landscape prints are by some of 
Japan’s most famous artists: Katsushika Hokusai 
(1760-1849), Utagawa Hiroshige (1797-1858), 
Yōshū Chikanobu (1838-1912), Kawase Hasui 

(1883-1957) and Yoshida Hiroshi (1876-1950). 
The Supernature area explores some of the 
spiritual and supernatural beings believed to  
inhabit and influence nature and human lives. 
These include images of deities worshipped for 
centuries to ensure bountiful harvests, protection 
from floods and other calamities, as well as  
supernatural animals, trickster spirits, ghosts and 
demons. These lively prints were designed by 
artists including Utagawa Kunisada (1786-1864), 
Utagawa Kuniyoshi (1797-1861), Tsukioka Yo-
shitoshi (1839-1892) and Kawanabe Kyōsai 
(1831-1889). 

 
Related Programs 
The following NATURE/SUPERNATURE  
exhibition-related events are scheduled for  
February and March, with more programs to be 
announced in April and May. 

Exhibit focuses on beliefs in supernatural being that influence 
Japanese culture today 

Continued from page 1 
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Cultural News seeks $30,000 donation in 2021 

In 1998, Cultural News was started by 

Shige Higashi to promote Japanese culture 

in Southern California. Due to Corona pan-

demic, the format of Cultural News had to 

change from monthly paper to weekly PDF. 

But the mission of Cultural News remains the same.  

Non-profit organization Cultural News Association has 

been formed to support the mission of Cultural News. 

Your contribution would be appreciated at  

https://www.culturalnews.com/donation 

Curator’s Talk | NATURE/SUPERNATURE:  
Visions of this World and Beyond in Japanese 
Woodblock Prints 
Monday, February 22, 5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. PST 
www.japanhousela.com/events/nature-
supernature-curators-talk/ 

 
This online lecture by Meher McArthur, Japanese 
art historian and curator of NATURE/
SUPERNATURE, will examine the history of 
woodblock printing in Japan, the importance of 
the art form in Japanese traditional culture, and 
the ways some of Japan’s most renowned artists 
of the 19th and early 20th centuries used this art 
form to depict aspects of nature and the  
supernatural. 

 
Film Screening | A Letter to Momo 
Monday, March 1 – Wednesday, March 31, any-
time 
www.japanhousela.com/events/film-screening-a-
letter-to-momo/ 

 
This film complements the Supernature area of 
the exhibition that explores spiritual and  
supernatural folklore “yōkai” stories. In the film, a 
young Momo, clinging to an unfinished letter  
written by her recently deceased father, moves 
with her mother from bustling Tokyo to the remote 
Japanese island of Shio.  
 
It’s not long before several bizarre occurrences 
crop up around the previously tranquil island.  
Momo embarks on a strange and supernatural 
adventure to discover the source of the mischief, 

which leads her to a trio of troublesome imps: the 
flatulent lizard Kawa, the childlike Mame, and 
their hulking ogre leader Iwa. Momo also learns 
that her visit to the island is in some way connect-
ed to her father's mysterious letter. 

 
Webinar Conversation | Yōkai Past and  
Present, with Michael Dylan Foster and Zack 
Davisson 
Thursday, March 25, 5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. PST 
www.japanhousela.com/events/yokai-past-and-
present/ 

 
This webinar will be a lively conversation between 
two experts in yōkai, Michael Dylan Foster,  
professor of Japanese folklore and literature at 
U.C. Davis, and Zack Davisson yōkai expert,  
author and translator of Mizuki Shigeru manga.  
 
Foster will examine the evolving roles of yōkai in 
Japanese history, folklore, literature and theater, 
focusing on some of the most important and well-
known examples of these supernatural creatures. 
Davisson will explore the influence of yōkai on 
modern-day manga, anime, video games and  
other aspects of modern Japanese culture. The 
conversation will be moderated by NATURE/
SUPERNATURE curator, Meher McArthur. 

 
For more information, visit the JAPAN HOUSE 
Los Angeles website and social channels: Face-
book, Instagram, and Twitter. 

 
Note: Japanese names in this exhibition are writ-
ten in the traditional Japanese order, with the 
family name first and personal name last. 

NATURE/SUPERNATURE: Visions of this world and  
beyond in Japanese woodblock prints 
Continued from page 3 
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Uyehara Travel 
Once COVID-19 restrictions are lift, Uyehara Travel 

provides cruses, Okinawa tours, local tours and  

customized tours. Please contact Tamiko Uyehara 

for any questions at (213) 680-2499 and  

tamiko_uyahara@yahoo.co.jp 

Mediterranean Cruse 
Sep 4-12, 2021, 8 nights, 7 days 

From Barcelona, Spain to Venice, Italy   

Okinawa Tour in 2022 
The 7th Worldwide Uchinanchu 

Festival  is postponed to October 

2022. To participate the world 

festival, Uyehara Travel plans the 

tour from Los Angeles from Oct. 

mailto:tamiko_uyahara@yahoo.co.jp
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Japanese Percussion Lesson #36: Let’s learn 
about relationship between Shamisen and Hayashi    

By Mariko Watabe 

There are dance videos and shamisen  

videos.  But KABUKI HAYASHI (Japanese  

percussion)  videos are rarely found or   

discussed especially in English or with  

English subtitles.  

I have decided to make them as I believe 

this art is too precious to be hidden or lost. 

With the guidance of Master Katada  

Shinjuro, I am trying to uncover the world of 

HAYASHI by producing YouTube videos in   

Japanese language with English subtitles.   

To view the previous videos  from #01 to #35,  

visit Tsuzumibito Chanel at YouTube  

Ohayashi Juku (Kabuki Series) #36 https://
youtu.be/2xLqrBZfhyk is about the relationship 
between “Shamisen and Hayashi.” This is the 
eighth topic of the “Character of Music” which 
compares the differences between the Western 
orchestra and kabuki music. 

In Western music, melody is the center of music 
which conveys thoughts and feelings.  While 
rhythm and percussion enhances the melody by 
adding accents to the melody or providing  
contrasting patterns. 

However, with kabuki music, this is not the case.  
Perhaps the most unique element in Nagauta is 
that the addition and use of Noh Hayashi, the 
drums and flute of a Noh drama.  Kabuki itself 
grew out of the Noh tradition where there was a 

merge of two independent music styles and  
instruments.  

This was done with the introduction of “Chirikara 
Byoshi” which allowed for these two very different 
styles to be brought together.  These instruments 
and styles together are able to paint many types 
of scenes, add special effects, and add depth to 
the stories they tell. 

Mariko Watabe has been introducing Kabuki 

dance and music to American audiences   

nationwide for over 40 years. She goes by her 

stage names such as; Kimisen Katada for 

Hayashi, Kyosho Yamato for Yamatogaku, 

Kichitoji Kineya for Nagauta; and Marifuji Bando 

for dance.  

She is currently living in Los Angeles area.  

Her activities and performances are found at 

http://fujijapanesemusic.org  

Weekly Cultural News  

Only comprehensive source of Japanese Culture in Southern California  

One Month Subscription fee for $9 

https://www.culturalnews.com/subscription 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOtd5V9gQBwU3P1Gngr3TVQ
https://youtu.be/2xLqrBZfhyk
https://youtu.be/2xLqrBZfhyk
http://fujijapanesemusic.org
https://www.culturalnews.com/subscription
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Great East Japan Earthquakes and Tsunami to be  
remembered with virtual candlelight vigil service, Mar. 10 

Forwarded for Love to 
Nippon Project 
 

Invitation to Love 
to Nippon 2021  
 
In Commemoration of 
Tenth Anniversary of 
the 3.11 Great East 
Japan Earthquakes 
and Tsunami  
 
Dear Friends &  
Supporters,  
On behalf of the Love 
to Nippon Project, it is 
with great pleasure that 
we invite you to join us 
at the Love to Nippon 
2021 – In Commemora-
tion of Tenth Anniver-
sary of the Great East 
Japan Earthquakes and 
Tsunami. Love to Nippon 2021 will explore how 
we can prepare for potential natural disasters by 
inviting expert speakers.  
 
Program I  
"Be Prepared!  
Lessons Learned on Readiness and Resilience"  
 
Wednesday, March 10, 2021 5PM (PST)  
Thursday, March 11, 2021 10 AM (Japan Time)  
 
As for Program I, attendees will hear the survi-
vor’s personal experience, and to learn about the 
recovery and rebuilding work in progress from 
Ofunato, Iwate. It will move on to a discussion 
among top experts in the field of natural disasters 
which include international search & rescue  
activity, an overview on the science of the  
predictability of future occurrences, as well as  
focusing on key preparedness tactics. This inter-
national Webinar conference is co-hosted by  

JAPAN HOUSE Los  
Angeles. Both Japanese & 
English translation will be 
provided.  
 
Please register online from 
here: https://
japanhousela.swoogo.com/
natural-disaster-readiness-
resilience 
  
Program II  
Words of Love & Prayers to 
Tohoku, Japan  
Virtual Candlelight Vigil  
Service & Performances  
 
Wednesday, March 10, 2021 
8:30 PM (PST)  
Thursday, March 11, 2021 
1:30 PM (Japan Time)  
 
Program II will be a webinar 

event hosted by Love to Nippon Project and will 
include Video Messages from the US to Tohoku 
(Japan’s northeastern region). Virtual candlelight 
vigil service, music tributes and performances will 
follow. To honor the memory of those who have 
perished and to celebrate the resilient spirit of 
those rebuilding their lives, we will come together 
as a community to pray, remember and learn 
from the tragic experiences to help us in the  
future. We encourage members of your organiza-
tion to participate and share the importance of 
natural disaster preparation.  
 
Love To Nippon 2021 - Words of Love & Prayers 
to Japan: register online at https://
us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_XRFEx3v5RK69ZBXqjEi4TA 
 
For details, please contact: lovetonip-
pon311@gmail.com 
  
Love to Nippon 2021 Committee 

https://japanhousela.swoogo.com/natural-disaster-readiness-resilience
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https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_XRFEx3v5RK69ZBXqjEi4TA
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_XRFEx3v5RK69ZBXqjEi4TA
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Wartime Experience of Japanese American: Student 

awards program to understand social justice 

LOS ANGELES — On February 15, the Manza-
nar Committee announced their Sixth Annual Sue 
Kunitomi Embrey Student Awards Program, a 
creative works program in which K-12 students 
may submit essays, short stories, poetry, works 
of art, including drawings, collages, posters, and 
works involving technology, including animation, 
podcasts, movies, or videos. 

 
The program, which was previously known as the 
Manzanar Committee Student Awards Program, 
was renamed for Sue Kunitomi Embrey, a found-
ing member of the Manzanar Committee who was 
an educator, community activist, labor union  
organizer, and writer. She also fought tirelessly to 
establish Manzanar as a National Historic Site, 
and was instrumental in organizing the annual 
Manzanar Pilgrimage (now in its 52nd year) to 
ensure that this dark chapter of American History 
is never forgotten. 

 

“Sue’s life demonstrated how a principled person 
of vision can impact the world," said Manzanar 
Committee Co-Chair Jenny Chomori. "She is a 
fitting inspiration for the young students who will 
participate in the program.”  

 
The program recognizes students who demon-
strate an understanding of the guiding principles 
of social justice in today’s society. The program 
honors the accomplishments and insights the  
student has applied to his/her life. Winning  

entrants will receive up to $100.00, and their work 
may be published in the Pilgrimage program and 
on the Manzanar Committee’s official web site. 
The Manzanar Committee will determine the final 
award amounts. 

 
Categories for submissions include essay, short 
prose genres, poetry, art, and technology. 

 
The Manzanar Committee stressed that all  
students are encouraged to participate, despite 
perceived obstacles. 

 

"We are available to assist all students who are 
interested in participating in the written, visual 
arts, or media/electronics categories," said  
Manzanar Committee member Janet Fujii. "We 
are also available to meet with any teacher or 
community member who wants to support a  
participating K-12 student. There are many  
resources available, and we encourage all K-12 
students to participate." 

 
The deadline for entries is May 10, 2021. Applica-
tion forms and further information can be down-
loaded at: 
https://manzanarcommittee.org/program-details-
application 
 
For more information, send e-mail to ske-
awards@manzanarcommittee.org. 

Winners of the Fifth Annual Manzanar Committee Student Awards Program. Photo by Jason Fujii.  
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