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The Los Angeles Police Department has 
launched a hate crime arson investigation after 
the Higashi Honganji Buddist Temple in Little  
Tokyo was vandalized. 

 
The incident happened around 7 p.m. on  
Thursday, Feb. 25.  Reverend Noriaki Ito says a 
man climbed over the temple's fence and set two 
wooden lantern stands on fire. He then knocked 
a pair of large metal lanterns off their stands, and 
threw a rock that shattered a floor-to-ceiling glass 
panel at the entrance. 

 

Reverend Ito told us that security cameras aimed 
at the temple caught the man on tape. He  
appears to be white and about 30 years old. He 
was wearing a black baseball cap, yellow shirt 
and black shorts at the time of the incident,  
according to LAPD.  

 
There's been a rise in hate crimes aimed at 
Asian Americans since the start of the pandemic, 
and Reverend Ito suspects that's at play here: 

 

"We're happy that he wasn't able to get inside 
into our sanctuary where we have articles from 
Japan that are worth hundreds of thousands of 
dollars. And so we're fortunate that it all stopped 
at the exterior of the building." 

 
Reverend Ito says the temple had another  
incident recently where two people got onto the 
grounds and injured a security guard who tried to 

Continuing to page 2 

(Left) Higashi Honganji Temple after the incident. 

You can see the boarded up glass on the entrance. 
(Chava Sanchez/LAist)   
(Bottom) Several large metal lanterns were knocked 

down during the incident. (Chava Sanchez/LAist) 



Weekly Cultural News is an alternative publication for Monthly Cultural News which we had 
to stop the publication in April 2020 due to COVID-19 pandemic. 

 
Shige Higashi, Cultural News Editor  

higashi@culturalnews.com  (213) 819-4100 
328 1/4 South Alexandria Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90020-2673 
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LAPD Is Investigating Buddhist Temple Vandalism  
Incident As A Hate Crime 

escort them off the property. 

 
The Higashi Honganji Temple was originally 
founded in Little Tokyo in 1904. The current  
temple was built in 1976. It's is actually the first 
Buddhist Temple in Los Angeles.  
 
California just approved funding to the nonprofit 
Stop AAPI Hate, which has an online tool for 

community members to report hate crimes 
against Asian Americans. The organization is 
tracking that data.  

 
Our news is free on LAist. To make sure you get 
our coverage: Sign up for our daily newsletters. 
To support our non-profit public service journal-
ism: Donate Now. 
 
LAist is part of Southern California Public Radio, 
a registered 501 (c) (3) charitable organization. 

Continued from page 1 

Higashi Honganji minister asks the public to  

coexist with everyone we live together with 
Forwarded for Higashi Honganji Buddhist 
Temple in Little Tokyo, Los Angeles 
 
Our Temple in the News 
Rinban Noriaki Ito 

 
As most everyone knows, 
the temple suffered prop-
erty damage on the even-
ing of Thursday, February 
25. A person who climbed 
over the fence set fire to 
the chochin lantern stands that were created long 
ago by Ted Oyama, knocked over two metal  
lanterns at the foot of the stairs leading up to the 
temple, and then threw a rock at our entrance to 
shatter one of glass panels in front of the foyer. 

We were able to have the window boarded up. 
We are fortunate that no one was physically 
harmed in this incident. 
 
The damage was quite visible and led to a full 
day of news reporters coming to learn what  
happened. All of a sudden, we were receiving 
calls and messages from members and friends 
from all over the United States and even from  
Japan. Probably, the reason why it was so widely 
reported is because of the growing number of  
incidents labeled as hate crimes against Asians 
especially on the East and West coasts of our 
country. 

 

Continuing to page 3 
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Cultural News seeks $30,000 donation in 2021 

In 1998, Cultural News was started by 

Shige Higashi to promote Japanese culture 

in Southern California. Due to Corona pan-

demic, the format of Cultural News had to 

change from monthly paper to weekly PDF. 

But the mission of Cultural News remains the same.  

Non-profit organization Cultural News Association has 

been formed to support the mission of Cultural News. 

Your contribution would be appreciated at  

https://www.culturalnews.com/donation 

Higashi Honganji minister asks the public to coexist 

with everyone we live together with 

We will work to repair the damage and to restore 
the temple. But we need to repair the damage to 
ourselves as well. Like many others in our AAPI 
(Asian American Pacific Islander) community and 
beyond, we feel hurt and saddened and even an-
gered by the recent attacks on those of Asian and 
Pacific Islander descent. For many of us, the tem-
ple is a second home, and this feels like an attack 
on our culture, our history, our community, our 
family. Together, we will grieve, and we will heal. 

 
As a Buddhist temple, we need to be part of the 
solution. Shinran Shonin once wrote words which 
he used to encourage us “to realize or to create a 
society of friends (in Japanese, Dobo shakai no 
kengen)” I also remember the wisdom of the 
words of the Rev. Shigeshi Wada who came from 
Japan to serve as our speaker for some educa-
tional events. He said that we have to open up 
our temple and to share the teaching with others. 
If we are the only here and speak a language  
only in Buddhist terms, the temple will be like  
exclusive club of people who speak a language 
only we can understand. 

 
We need to acknowledge and coexist with  
everyone we live together with. In addition to our 
efforts to continue to learn from the  
Buddhadharma, we need to do our best to create 
such a society of equals, and true friends. 

 
We are so grateful for the overwhelming kind-
nesses bestowed upon us from friends in our 
community and from those, both near and far, 
who have expressed their wish to support us. Let 

us do what we can to support others especially 
those in need and help to establish that world in 
which everyone can join together as friends. 

 
ONLINE DONATIONS: To make a safe and  
secure online donation to Higashi Honganji  
Buddhist Temple, please use the following link: 
https://hhbt-la.org/?page_id=1469 
This link will take you to the DONATION page on 
our website where you can choose to donate 
online  using PayPal if you wish.   

 
To designate your donation toward a special  
service or cause, please use the "special  
instructions to seller" section on the PayPal page 
to leave a memo stating what the donation is 
for.    

 
Higashi Honganji Buddhist Temple 
505 E. 3rd Street, Los Angeles, CA 90013 
213-626-4200    infro@hhbt-la.org 

Continued from page 2 

https://www.culturalnews.com/donation
https://hhbt-la.org/?page_id=1469
mailto:infro@hhbt-la.org
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(Los Angeles, CA) – Following the attack on the 
Higashi Honganji Temple in Little Tokyo, Califor-
nia State Assembly Member Miguel Santiago (D-
Los Angeles) released the following statement: 

 

“I am infuriated to see yet another attack against 
the Asian American Pacific Islander (AAPI)  
community,” Assembly Member Santiago said. 
“As a representative of Little Tokyo, I stand with 
the Higashi Honganji Buddhist Temple. Located 
at the heart of Little Tokyo, the temple has provid-
ed a safe place for the community for nearly 50 
years. An individual set fire to parts of the temple 
and vandalized it. To see such an attack on such 
a beautiful community gathering place and place 
of worship for the Japanese community cuts me 
to my core. 

 
As we continue to see this horrible rise in hate 
incidents, I want to thank the 300 participants 
who recently rallied in Chinatown against AAPI 
hate crimes and thank the organizations such as 
the Stop AAPI Hate reporting center. The Stop 
AAPI Hate reporting center received more than 

2,800 firsthand accounts of anti-AAPI hate in 
2020—a number that is growing in 2021. 

 
As a representative of Koreatown and Little  
Tokyo, I have fought to bring justice to our AAPI 
community. I supported the passage of AB 85, 
which allocates $1.4 million in state funding to 
support the Stop AAPI Hate reporting center and 
other efforts to combat anti-AAPI violence. 

 
From the harassment Hong Lee faced in Pico  
Union, to the Thai man brutally attacked in San 
Francisco and countless other anti-AAPI hate 
crimes and hate incidents, we cannot say it too 
many times; enough is enough.” 

 
Assembly Member Miguel Santiago is the Chair 
of the Assembly Committee on Communications 
and Conveyance Committee and the Assembly 
Select Committee on Los Angeles County Home-
lessness. He also sits on the Assembly Commit-
tee on Health, Public Safety, Higher Education 
and Utilities and Energy. He represents the 53rd Dis-
trict composed of the cities of Los Angeles, Huntington 
Park, and Vernon. 

Assembly Member Santiago Responds to an Anti-Japanese 
Hate Crime Investigation at the Higashi Honganji Temple 

SHIKI: The Four Seasons in Japanese Art 
Scripps College presenting virtual exhibition of paintings, prints, ceramics and textiles  
This spring semester of 
Scripps College in 
Claremont, California, 
the Williamson Gallery is  
presenting the virtual  
exhibition, SHIKI: The 
Four Seasons in  
Japanese Art, from Jan. 
30 through April 11, 
2021. The video is avail-
able on the Scripps College YouTube Channel.  
 
Drawn from Scripps College’s abundant  
collections of Japanese paintings, prints,  

ceramics, lacquer wares, metal-
work and textiles, the exhibition 
showcases over 80 works and  
offers viewers the opportunity to 
see rare pieces of exquisite 
craftsmanship and high drama.  
 
The show is curated by Meher 
McArthur, Art and Culture  
Director at JAPAN HOUSE Los 

Angeles and former Gabrielle Jungels-Winkler 
Curator of Academic Programs and Collections at 
Scripps College.  

https://youtu.be/SN1AhgmZv2E
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Japanese Percussion Lesson #37: Let’s learn 
about rhythm pattern of Kabuki music   

By Mariko Watabe 

There are dance videos and shamisen  

videos.  But KABUKI HAYASHI (Japanese   

percussion)  videos are rarely found or   

discussed especially in English or with  

English subtitles.  

I have decided to make them as I believe this art 

is too precious to be hidden or lost. With the 

guidance of Master Katada Shinjuro, I am trying 

to uncover the world of HAYASHI by producing 

YouTube videos in  Japanese language with  

English subtitles.   

To view the previous videos  from #01 to #36,  

visit Tsuzumibito Chanel at YouTube  

Ohayashi Juku (Kabuki Series) #37 https://
youtu.be/rq7yHCZ0l_k is about “TEGUMI”, or 
Rhythm Patterns.  This is the ninth topic of the 
“Character of Music” which compares the differ-
ence between the Western orchestra and kabuki 
music. 

Compared to Noh music, which was played by 
drums, flute and voice, Kabuki music was devel-
oped after the melodic instrument, shamisen, was 
introduced to Japanese music history.  However 
by the time, string instruments were introduced to 
Japan, there were so many established rhythm 
patterns that were not easily adapted to each  
other.  So, this would not be possible until new 
methods were established.  

There were many interesting ways rhythm  

patterns were connected with melodies. We will 
look at the invention of small units of rhythms 
which allowed them to work with shamisen.  

Hayashi does not only support the melody but is 
also able to bring specific images to the music by 
using different rhythm patterns.  Even being able 
to mixing Noh rhythm with kabuki rhythm.  The 
special way in which each style of rhythm pattern 
can work together makes kabuki music very 
unique. 

Mariko Watabe has been introducing Kabuki 

dance and music to American audiences   

nationwide for over 40 years. She goes by her 

stage names such as; Kimisen Katada for 

Hayashi, Kyosho Yamato for Yamatogaku, 

Kichitoji Kineya for Nagauta; and Marifuji Bando 

for dance.  

She is currently living in Los Angeles area.  

Her activities and performances are found at 

http://fujijapanesemusic.org  

Weekly Cultural News  

Only comprehensive source of Japanese Culture in Southern California  

One Month Subscription fee for $9 

https://www.culturalnews.com/subscription 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOtd5V9gQBwU3P1Gngr3TVQ
https://youtu.be/rq7yHCZ0l_k
https://youtu.be/rq7yHCZ0l_k
http://fujijapanesemusic.org
https://www.culturalnews.com/subscription
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Uyehara Travel 
Once COVID-19 restrictions are lift, Uyehara Travel 

provides cruses, Okinawa tours, local tours and  

customized tours. Please contact Tamiko Uyehara 

for any questions at (213) 680-2499 and  

tamiko_uyahara@yahoo.co.jp 

Mediterranean Cruse 
Sep 4-12, 2021, 8 nights, 7 days 

From Barcelona, Spain to Venice, Italy   

Okinawa Tour in 2022 
The 7th Worldwide Uchinanchu 

Festival  is postponed to October 

2022. To participate the world 

festival, Uyehara Travel plans the 

tour from Los Angeles from Oct. 

mailto:tamiko_uyahara@yahoo.co.jp
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Invitation to Love to Nippon 2021 

In Commemoration of Tenth Anniversary of the 3.11 Great East Japan                        
Earthquakes and Tsunami 

Dear Friends & Supporters, 

On behalf of the Love to Nippon Project, it is with great pleasure that we invite you to join us at the Love to Nippon 
2021 – In Commemoration of Tenth Anniversary of the Great East Japan Earthquakes and Tsunami. Love to Nippon 
2021 will explore how we can prepare for potential natural disasters by inviting expert speakers. 

Program I 
"Be Prepared!  

Lessons Learned on Readiness and Resilience"  

Wednesday, March 10, 2021 5PM (PST) 

Thursday, March 11, 2021 10 AM (Japan Time) 

As for Program I, attendees will hear the survivor’s personal experience, and to learn about the recovery and rebuilding 
work in progress from Ofunato, Iwate. It will move on to a discussion among top experts in the field     of natural  
disasters which include international search & rescue activity, an overview on the science of the predictability of future 
occurrences, as well as focusing on key preparedness tactics. This international Webinar conference is co-hosted by 
JAPAN HOUSE Los Angeles. Both Japanese & English translation will be provided. 

Please register online from here: https://japanhousela.swoogo.com/natural-disaster-readiness-resilience 

Program II 

Words of Love & Prayers to Tohoku, Japan 

Virtual Candlelight Vigil Service & Performances 

Wednesday, March 10, 2021 8:30 PM (PST) 

Thursday, March 11, 2021 1:30 PM (Japan Time) 

Program II will be a webinar event hosted by Love to Nippon Project and will include Video Messages from the US to 

Tohoku (Japan’s northeastern region). Virtual candlelight vigil service, music tributes and performances will follow. To 

honor the memory of those who have perished and to celebrate the resilient spirit of those rebuilding their lives, we will come  
together as a community to pray, remember and learn from the tragic experiences to help us in the future. We encourage  
members of your organization to participate and share the importance of natural disaster preparation.                                                                                       

Please register online from here; https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_XRFEx3v5RK69ZBXqjEi4TA 

For details, please contact: lovetonippon311@gmail.com 
Love to Nippon 2021 Committee 

https://japanhousela.swoogo.com/natural-disaster-readiness-resilience
https://japanhousela.swoogo.com/natural-disaster-readiness-resilience
https://japanhousela.swoogo.com/natural-disaster-readiness-resilience
https://japanhousela.swoogo.com/natural-disaster-readiness-resilience
https://japanhousela.swoogo.com/natural-disaster-readiness-resilience
https://japanhousela.swoogo.com/natural-disaster-readiness-resilience
https://japanhousela.swoogo.com/natural-disaster-readiness-resilience
https://japanhousela.swoogo.com/natural-disaster-readiness-resilience
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_XRFEx3v5RK69ZBXqjEi4TA
mailto:lovetonippon311@gmail.com
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Little Tokyo community events  

accomplished with virtual success:  
Historical Society to celebrate Year of 2021 on March 6 at 11am, PST  
Forwarded for  
Little Tokyo Historical Society 

LITTLE TOKYO, Los Angeles  – On Saturday, 
March 6 at 11:00 am, the Little Tokyo Historical 
Society (LTHS) will celebrate their 2021  
Shinnenkai.  

The theme is “A Virtual Success.”  Despite the 
worsening pandemic in 2020, LTHS along with 
other Nikkei groups and organizations, learned to 
soldier on through the use of Zoom and other 
“virtual” forms of gatherings and celebrations.  
The downside was not being able to share meals 
and meet friends in Little Tokyo.   

The upside was entering into an era of virtual 
meetings, family gatherings, programs, webinars.  
We saw new faces, and larger attendance.   
Programs and events were a “virtual” success. 

The broader use of social media also put us up 
close and personal as witnesses to racist  
violence and injustice sparking a nationwide 
wake up call, as thousands of people of from all 
walks of life took to the streets to march for  
justice. 

   
Unceasing police violence against Black Lives, 
an increase in hate-based attacks on Asians, and 
the racist tone and actions of the past Administra-
tion had us reflecting on our shared histories.  

Everything was affected by the Pandemic.  And 
Little Tokyo responded in ways that made us 
proud to be Japanese American.  Although we 
were literally next door to early massive demon-
strations targeting City Hall and the Federal build-
ing, very few storefronts in Little Tokyo were  
attacked. Many stores boarded up with some 
painting messages of solidarity for Black Lives 
Matter and an end to racism. 

The Little Tokyo community sprang into action.  
Community programs delivering food to home-
bound seniors; meals for workers laid off due to 

the pandemic; community working arm in arm 
with legacy restaurants to provide delicious,  
nutritious meals – feeding residents by doing 
business with local restaurants.   

Small business counseling and assistance with 
navigating complex bureaucracy to get govern-
ment assistance due those impacted by Covid.  
Little Tokyo was looked upon with respect by  
other communities as a model for community-
resident-business cooperation.   

Little Tokyo Historical Society is proud to honor 
four of the key innovative programs as a highlight 
of our Shinnenkai program this year: LT Eats, 
Community Feeding Community, GO Little  
Tokyo, TeraMeals.   

A  “Tribute to the Fallen,” will remember the  
legacy and other businesses that were forced to 
permanently close due to the pandemic 
(exacerbated by the impact of construction 
already creating havoc).   

A short video will highlight some of LTHS’  
programs like  Bronzeville/LT Finale Club and  
Imagine Little Tokyo Short Story Contest –  our 
first foray into Virtual programming.  And together 
we will raise a glass to Toast the Future, and 
hear ideas from community participants on the 
role of LTHS in post-pandemic Little Tokyo. 

Please join us.  The LTHS Shinnenkai is free.  
People can RSVP and receive instructions on 
how to access the program by registering online 
at:  http://bit.ly/LTHS2021 

After registration, you will be emailed instructions 
on how to join our program via Zoom (a video 
conference platform).  Please confirm that the 
email that you register with is the best way to 
reach you.   

For questions or assistance, please email:   
littletokyohs@gmail.com 

http://bit.ly/LTHS2021
mailto:littletokyohs@gmail.com

