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Keep Japanese Culture Alive  

On April 16, Japan’s Prime Minister Suga  
Yoshihide met President Joe Biden at the White 
House. President Biden welcomed Prime Minister 
Suga for the first foreign-leader visit of his  
presidency and they released the joint statement 
“U.S.-Japan Global Partnership for a new era” 
after the meeting.  
 
Excerpts from the U.S.-Japan joint statement 
are following:  
 
The U.S.-Japan Alliance is unwavering, and we 
are more prepared than ever to address regional 
challenges.   
 
Japan resolved to bolster its own national  
defense capabilities to further strengthen the  
Alliance and regional security. The United States 
restated its unwavering support for Japan’s  
defense under the U.S.-Japan Treaty of Mutual 

Cooperation and Security, using its full range of 
capabilities, including nuclear.  
 
It also reaffirmed the fact that Article V of the 
Treaty applies to the Senkaku Islands. Together, 
we oppose any unilateral action that seeks to  
undermine Japan’s administration of the Senkaku 
Islands. 
 
President Biden and Prime Minister Suga  
exchanged views on the impact of China’s  
actions on peace and prosperity in the Indo-
Pacific region and the world, and shared their 
concerns over Chinese activities that are  
inconsistent with the international rules-based  
order, including the use of economic and other 
forms of coercion.  
 
We underscore the importance of peace and  

Prime Minister Suga Meets President Biden 
in person at White House amid pandemic  

Continuing to page 2         

President Biden and Japan’s Prime Minister Suga posed for their first in-person greeting at the White  
House. (Source: Facebook-Kantei) Biden and Suga press conference video (Source: White House) 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/04/16/u-s-japan-joint-leaders-statement-u-s-japan-global-partnership-for-a-new-era/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/04/16/u-s-japan-joint-leaders-statement-u-s-japan-global-partnership-for-a-new-era/
https://youtu.be/DhGIXZeLMpo
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stability across the Taiwan Strait and encourage 
the peaceful resolution of cross-Strait issues.  
 
We share serious concerns regarding the human 
rights situations in Hong Kong and the Xinjiang 
Uyghur Autonomous Region. The United States 
and Japan recognized the importance of candid 
conversations with China, reiterated their  
intention to share concerns directly, and  
acknowledged the need to work with China on 
areas of common interest. 
 
President Biden supports Prime Minister Suga’s 
efforts to hold a safe and secure Olympic and 
Paralympic Games this summer. Both leaders 
expressed their pride in the U.S. and Japanese 
athletes who have trained for these Games and 
will be competing in the best traditions of the 
Olympic spirit. 
 
Excerpts from Fact Sheet: U.S.-Japan Com-
petitiveness and Resilience (CoRe) Partner-

ship which was also released after the Biden-
Suga meeting: 
 
The next generation of leaders who will continue 
to strengthen the bonds between the United 
States and Japan are participating in our exten-
sive international exchange programs, working 
together on joint projects and research. In this 
spirit, we are proud to announce the resumption 
of the Mansfield Fellowship program. Together, 
we will redouble our energies to build the next 
generation of American experts on Japan through 
a renewed two-year fellowship program.  
 
We are also expanding opportunities for Ameri-
can students that are historically underrepresent-
ed in education abroad – including, but not limited 
to, first-generation college students, students in 
STEM fields, ethnic minority students, students 
with disabilities, students attending minority-
serving institutions, and community college  
students – by offering an additional 20 Gilman 
Scholarships for study abroad in Japan. 

PM Suga Meets President Biden in person at White House   

Continued from page 1 

Japan’s Prime Minister Suga and President Biden at the White House press conference (Source: Face-

book-Kantei) Biden and Suga press conference video (Source: Japanese Government Internet TV)  

mailto:higashi@culturalnews.com
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/04/16/fact-sheet-u-s-japan-competitiveness-and-resilience-core-partnership/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/04/16/fact-sheet-u-s-japan-competitiveness-and-resilience-core-partnership/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/04/16/fact-sheet-u-s-japan-competitiveness-and-resilience-core-partnership/
https://nettv.gov-online.go.jp/prg/prg22532.html
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On Sunday, March 21, the 
annual Rikyu-ki, memorial 
service for Sen Rikyu in 
16th century, founder of 
the Way of Tea, was  
conducted virtually by 60 
members of the Urasenke 
Tankokai Los Angeles  
Association.  

 
The main location was set 
at Mme. Sosei Ogawa’s 
tearoom in South Bay  
area. In this occasion, the 
tea host was played by 
Mrs. Sotaku Komiyama, 
member of Ogawa Group 
and Vice Chief of Admin-
istration of the Tankokai 
Los Angeles Association. 
The tea assistant was 
played by Mme. Sosei 
Ogawa.  

 
There were 54 other  
participants of the virtual 
Rikyu memorial, including 
Mme. Soyu Koizumi and 
Mme. Sonan Watanabe 
from Urasenke Tankokai 
Orange County Associa-
tion, and Mr. Kaoru  
Kawata from the Japanese 
Chamber of Commerce of 
Southern California. 

 
Chief of Administration of 
the Tankokai Los Angeles Association, Mme. 
Soshin Robinson announced the opening of the 
memorial to coincide with displaying a scroll of 
Seijaku  (Purity and Tranquility) written by the 
14th Grand Master Tantansai of the Urasenke 
School at Ogawa’s tearoom.  

All participants had a  
silent of moment for their 
great tea master, Sen 
Rikyu. 
 
In hanayose (flower offer-
ing), the tea head guest, 
Mme. Sokyo Kasai of 
Santa Barbra, and five  
instructors of the Tankokai 
offered beautiful flowers at 
their locations and Mrs. 
Komiyama offered the last 
flower at Ogawa’s  
tearoom.  

 
In kucha (tea offering), the 
procedures were  
narrated by Chief of Tea 
Instructors of Tankokai 
Los Angeles Association, 
Mme. Soko Osumi, when 
thin tea in a white 
tenmoku tea bowl was 
served at the alcove by 
Mme. Ogawa and all  
participants joined their 
hands in prayer. 

 
After the memorial proce-
dures, Mr. Kawata  
performed a rakugo
(Japanese storytelling) 
with the title of Hatena no 
Chawan (Meaning of the 
Tea Bowl). 

 
Mme. Robinson closed the virtual event by  
expressing her gratitude to all participants and 
delivering closing remarks.  

  
https://www.urasenkela.org 

Memorial Service for 16th century’s Sen Rikyu, founder 
of Way of Tea, held virtually by Los Angeles tea assoc. 

 
A hanging scroll depicting Sen Rikyuki, founder of the 

Way of Tea. (Courtesy of the Urasenke Tankosaki Los 

Angeles Association) 

https://www.urasenkela.org
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Japanese Percussion Lesson #43: Let’s learn 
about Tenten Chiri Kara  

By Mariko Watabe 

There are dance videos and  

shamisen videos.  But KABUKI 

HAYASHI (Japanese  percussion)  

videos are rarely found or  discussed 

especially in English or with English 

subtitles.  

I have decided to make them as I 

believe this art is too precious to be 

hidden or lost. With the guidance of 

Master Katada Shinjuro, I am trying 

to uncover the world of HAYASHI by 

producing YouTube videos in  Japanese  

language with English subtitles.   

To view the previous videos  from #01 to #43,  

visit Tsuzumibito Chanel at YouTube  

Ohayashi Juku (Kabuki Series) #44  https://
youtu.be/Zbox6deF7V8 is about “TENTEN CHIRI-
KARA.” This is the sixth topic of the “Character of 
Musical Instruments,” which compares the differ-
ence between the Western orchestra and kabuki 
music. 

The Japanese taiko drum was inherited from Noh 
music and now used for kabuki music.  It is direct-
ly connected with the drum used centuries ago 
with little change.  The most comparable Western 
drum is the snare drum which was constantly 
changed throughout the years to what we see  
today. 

However, the way they are played has changed 

significantly when the Noh taiko which accompa-
nied human voice was adapted to Kabuki Taiko 
which accompanied shamisen music.  

A new system was created. This includes basic 
playing units, which allowed dynamic interaction 
between three drums, the Kotsuzumi, Okawa vs 
the Taiko, which is “TENTEN (TAIKO) CHIRI-
KARA” (TWO HAND DRUMS). 

Mariko Watabe has been introducing Kabuki 

dance and music to American audiences   

nationwide for over 40 years. She goes by her 

stage names such as; Kimisen Katada for 

Hayashi, Kyosho Yamato for Yamatogaku, 

Kichitoji Kineya for Nagauta; and Marifuji Bando 

for dance.  

She is currently living in Los Angeles area.  

Her activities and performances are found at 

http://fujijapanesemusic.org  

Weekly Cultural News  

Only comprehensive source of Japanese Culture in Southern California  

One Month Subscription fee for $9 

https://www.culturalnews.com/subscription 
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Uyehara Travel 

Once COVID-19 restrictions are lift, Uyehara Travel 

provides cruses, Okinawa tours, local tours and  

customized tours. Please contact Tamiko Uyehara 

for any questions at (213) 680-2499 and  

tamiko_uyahara@yahoo.co.jp 

お元気ですか？そろそろ旅行に行きたいですね。連絡ください。 

Okinawa Tour in 2022 
The 7th Worldwide Uchinanchu  

Festival  is postponed to October 

2022. To participate the world  

festival, Uyehara Travel plans the 

tour from Los Angeles, from  

Oct. 27—Nov. 4, 2022. 

mailto:tamiko_uyahara@yahoo.co.jp


               Weekly Cultural News /   April 19 - 25, 2021 (Reiwa 3)   Page  5 

 

Demon Slayer -Kimetsu no Yaiba- The Movie: Mugen 
Train in theaters April 23 and on digital June 22 

Demon Slayer -Kimetsu no Yaiba- The Movie: 
Mugen Train arrives in theaters, including in 4DX 
and on IMAX screens, nationwide in the U.S. and 
Canada on April 23  and on digital June 22. 
 
The film heads to the big screens 
in both subtitled as well as English 
dub with tickets going on sale April 
9, 2021 at https://
www.funimation.com/
demonslayermovie/ 
 
Demon Slayer -Kimetsu no Yaiba- 
The Movie: Mugen Train will also 
be available on digital on Apple TV, 
Microsoft Store, Vudu, Google 
Play, PlayStation Store, and  
Amazon beginning June 22. 
 
Pre-orders for the film will begin on 
April 26 on Apple TV, Microsoft 
Store, and PlayStation Store. 
 
Starting with a TV series that  
began airing in April of 2019, the 
story of Demon Slayer: Kimetsu no 
Yaiba follows Tanjiro Kamado as 
he sets off to become a Demon 
Slayer to turn his sister, Nezuko, back into a  
human. The series quickly captivated the hearts 
of fans worldwide with its tragic tale of humans 
and demons, action-packed sword flighting, and 
the occasional comic moments between  
characters. 
 
In 2021, the story continues after the TV series’ 
“Tanjiro Kamado, Unwavering Resolve Arc” for 
the “Mugen Train Arc” as an animated feature 
film. Tanjiro and his companions head to their 
next mission aboard the Mugen Train, a task  
already on track to despair as countless people 
have gone missing on the train. 
 
Tanjiro Kamado is a kind-hearted boy. After his 
family is slaughtered by a demon, and his  

younger sister is turned into one, he tarins under 
Sakonji Urokodaki and joins the Demon Slayer 
Corps so that he can find a way to turn Nezuko 
into a human, and avenge his family. 

 
Tanjiro and the group 
completed their rehabili-
tation training at the 
Butterfly Mansion, and 
they arrive to their next 
mission on the Mugen 
Train, where over 40 
people have disap-
peared in a very short 
period of time. 
 
Tanjiro and Nezuko, 
along with Zenitsu and 
Inosuke, join one of the 
most powerful swords-
men within the Demon 
Slayer Corps, Flame 
Hashira Kyojuro Ren-
goku, to face the demon 
aboard the Mugen Train 
on track to despair.  
 
In October 2020,  

Demon Slayer -Kimetsu no Yaiba- The Movie: 
Mugen Train celebrated yet another milestone 
with a phenomenal second week in theaters as 
the fastest film to achieve over $100M at the box 
offices in Japan after only ten days in theaters.  
 
The film premiered on October 16 on 403 screens 
(including 38 IMAX theaters) in Japan and as of 
the end of October 2020 held the record with a 
total of 7,983,442 admissions and over $102.5M 
in box office sales in its second week. 
 
Aniplex of America and Funimation Films are 
bringing Demon Slayer -Kimetsu no Yaiba- The 
Movie: Mugen Train to U.S. and Canadian  
theaters starting April 23. 

https://www.funimation.com/demonslayermovie/
https://www.funimation.com/demonslayermovie/
https://www.funimation.com/demonslayermovie/
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WASHINTON DC – Japan 
Information & Culture  
Center, Embassy of Japan, 
presents “Masters  
Challenge: A Demonstration 
Match Between Two Giants 
of Shogi” on Wednesday, 
April 28 at 8:00PM in  
Eastern Time via online. 
 
Shogi is a Japanese  
strategy game with the 
same lineage as chess,  
originating with the ancient 
Indian game of Chaturanga.  
 
Shogi is comparable to 
chess in its turn-based, 
piece-capturing gameplay, 
with different units having 
different movement  
capabilities.  
 
However, both the board and the movement rules 
are expanded compared to chess, and shogi  
contains additional dynamics that come into play 
as the game progresses. 
 
Through this collaboration between the JICC and 
the Japan Shogi Association, two of the best sho-

gi players in the world will 
demonstrate a match and 
give the audience, the  
opportunity to predict their 
next moves! 
 
Players: Yasumitsu Sato, 
Chairman of Japan Shogi 
Association; Toshiyuki  
Moriuchi, 9-dan. 
Commentators: Koji  
Horiguchi, 7-dan; Karolina 
Styczynska, Female Pro  
1-dan 
Game Record / Timekeeper: 
Hana Wada, Female Pro  
2-kyu. 
 
This event is free and open 
to the public, but registration 
is required. There will be no 
recording. Livestream only 

viewable by those in attendance while link is live.  
 
Interactive components and a Q&A with the  
players will also take place in the livestream chat 
during and after the game. All participants may 
submit questions, and the players will answer as 
many as time will allow. 

Masters Challenge: A Demonstration Match Between Two  
Giants of Shogi, via Online, April 28 at 8:00PM in Eastern Time 

The 2021 Manzanar At Dusk program, 
part of the annual Manzanar Pilgrim-
age, will be scheduled from 5:00 pm, PDT to 
8:00 pm on Saturday, April 24, live and online via 
Zoom. 
 
Manzanar At Dusk is a collaborative effort  
between the Manzanar Committee and Japanese 
American college students to continue educating 
others about the significance of the Japanese 
American Incarceration experience. 
 
These students attend a two-day, intensive  

training and work on this program throughout the 
school year. Community activists Kathy Masaoka 
and traci-kato kiriyama will be the featured panel-
ists during the 2021 Manzanar At Dusk program. 
 
Both the daytime Pilgrimage program and the  
Manzanar At Dusk event are free and open to the 
public. Registration is required for the Manzanar 
At Dusk program. To register, go to:  
https://forms.gle/x6xwLTU1iH3XJyzy5. 
 
For more information, call (323) 662-5102 or 
send e-mail to  
52ndpilgrimage@manzanarcommittee.org. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/masters-challenge-a-demonstration-match-between-two-giants-of-shogi-tickets-149879947959?ref=emmae96da72z148c7a72
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/masters-challenge-a-demonstration-match-between-two-giants-of-shogi-tickets-149879947959?ref=emmae96da72z148c7a72
https://forms.gle/x6xwLTU1iH3XJyzy5
mailto:52ndpilgrimage@manzanarcommittee.org
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Manzanar National Historic Site’s Community  
Archeology Program has received the prestigious 
2021 Award for Excellence in Public Archaeology 
Programming from the Society for American  
Archaeology (SAA).  

 
Founded in 1934, the SAA is an international  
organization dedicated to the research,  
interpretation, and protection of the  
archaeological heritage of the Americas.  

 
With more than 7,000 members—including  
professional and avocational archaeologists,  
archaeology students in colleges and universities, 
and archaeologists working at Tribal agencies, 
museums, government agencies, and the private 
sector—the SAA is the largest professional  
archaeological organization in the United States. 

 
Manzanar’s Community Archeology Program was 
recognized as an exemplary long-term public  
engagement program that highlights best  
practices in archaeology outreach and education.  

 
Since 2003, the Community Archaeology  
Program has enlisted hundreds of volunteers to 
investigate the physical traces of Manzanar’s  
history.  

 
Volunteers have come from Owens Valley towns 
and across the U.S., as well as from Japan. They 
have ranged in age from 9 to over 90, and repre-

sent diverse communities and experiences.  

 
Former incarcerees—including a former orphan 
who lived at Manzanar’s Children’s Village—and 
their descendants; primary school, high school, 
and university students; service groups;  
individuals; and families all volunteer. Many  
return year after year.  
 
Project goals are developed in collaboration with 
the descendant communities and are designed to 
uncover features that will help Manzanar’s 
100,000 annual visitors learn more about the 
site’s full history.  

 
In the most recent project, volunteers removed 
brush and recent sediments from foundations and 
landscaping features at the Children’s Village  
orphanage, and retrieved toys, baby bottles, and 
crib parts. Once it is safe to work together on site 
again, we hope that volunteers will be able to 
help uncover more features and stories at  
Manzanar. 
 
Manzanar National Historic Site is located at 
5001 Highway 395, six miles south of Independ-
ence and nine miles north of Lone Pine, Califor-
nia.  Learn more on our web site at 
https://www.nps.gov/manz 
or on our Facebook page at  
https://www.facebook.com/

ManzanarNationalHistoricSite   

Manzanar’s community archeology program receives national recognition  

Volunteers uncover features of 
Manzanar Children’s Village, 
the only orphanage in the ten 
incarceration camps managed by 
the War Relocation Authority 
during World War II.  
 
The “village” was home to more 
than 100 children ranging in ages 
from newborn to 19 years old. In 
all, the US government incarcer-
ated 120,313 Japanese Ameri-
cans based soley on their  
ancestry.  Credit: National Park 
Service/Manzanar   

https://www.nps.gov/manz
https://www.facebook.com/ManzanarNationalHistoricSite
https://www.facebook.com/ManzanarNationalHistoricSite

