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Keep Japanese Culture Alive  

A construction project of affordable housing and 
education center in Little Tokyo was greenlighted 
by Los Angeles City Council on March 23. Los 
Angeles City Council unanimously approved 
ground lease of over 2.5 acres to community  
development and social service organization  
Little Tokyo Service Center and educator of WWII 
Japanese American soldiers’ experience Go For 
Broke National Education Center. 

 
The a five-story housing and education center 
plan dubbed as the Go For Broke project was  
incepted in 2018 by Go For Broke National  
Education Center partnering with Little Tokyo 
Service Center.    

 
The approved ground lease covers the entire 
western part of the block along Judge John Aiso 
Street, as well as the northern section on Temple 
Street as dubbed as First Street North block. 

This ground lease allows Go For Broke project to 
nearly triple its original 77-unit plan to include 
220+ units and permanent supportive housing 
including housing for veterans experiencing 
homelessness. The project also includes signifi-
cant and much-needed ground floor commercial 
and community space for legacy businesses, 
arts, green space and more.  

 
Little Tokyo Service Center states: This expand-
ed ground lease is a huge step forward in secur-
ing community control for the First Street North 
block in Little Tokyo – a campaign that’s been in 
the works for many years. As anti-Asian violence 
soars in our nation, this reclamation of land 
through self-determination is a victory in our fight 
to build a strong and sustainable Little Tokyo by 
and for the community and its stakeholders. 

Little Tokyo: Affordable housing and education center project  

greenlighted by Los Angeles City Council 

A preliminary rendering of an affordable housing and education center on First Street North block in Little Tokyo.  



Weekly Cultural News is an alternative publication for Monthly Cultural News which we had 
to stop the publication in April 2020 due to COVID-19 pandemic. 
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Hou-mei Sung, Curator of East Asian Art, Cincinnati 
Art Museum 
 
This doll, Miss Okinawa, is a Japanese Friendship 
Doll created for a doll exchange program between the 
U.S. and Japan. The program was initiated by Dr.  
Sidney Gulick (1860-1945), an American missionary 
who lived in Japan from 1888 to 1913. 
 
In 1926, he formed the Committee on World Friend-
ship Among Children in order to promote peace and 
goodwill between the two nations in a time of rising 
tensions. 
 
A year later, the committee sent nearly 13,000 dolls to 
Japan in time for Hina Matsuri, the annual doll festival 
in March. 
 
Japan reciprocated the gift, and the best doll makers 
in Japan were commissioned to make fifty-eight 
friendship dolls, each representing a specific  
prefecture, city, or region of Japan. 
 
This doll was made by the famous Ota Tokuhisa. 
 
Miss Okinawa arrived at the Cincinnati Art Museum in 
early 1929 complete with a change of kimono, a  
lacquered tea service, passport, steamship tickets, 
letters from Japanese children, and a booklet about 
Japanese tea parties. 
 
Miss Okinawa represents a young Japanese girl with 
a traditional hairstyle; her cropped bob and bangs are 
made of human hair. 
 
Her realistic face, hands, legs, and feet are coated 
with a mixture of pulverized oyster shell and glue  
polished, to a high sheen (gofun).     
 
Her kimono is hand-printed, hand-painted, and hand-
embroidered with a bird-and-flower motif. Her charm-
ing face and exquisite accessories make Miss  
Okinawa a unique treasure. 
                            (Courtesy of Cincinnati Art Museum)  

Cincinnati Art Museum has preserved Japanese Friendship Doll over 90 years  

mailto:higashi@culturalnews.com
https://www.cincinnatiartmuseum.org/
https://www.cincinnatiartmuseum.org/
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In November 1927, fifty-eight Friendship Dolls were sent from 
Japan to the U.S. Over the years, a few dolls were lost or are 
missing, but many are still on display today. Those whose  
locations are known include:  
 
Miss Aichi, sent to Nashville, Tennessee, was lost for decades but 
rediscovered in 2014 and returned to Japan 
Miss Akita at the Detroit Children's Museum in Detroit 
Miss Aomori, in a private collection 
 
Miss Chiba, sent to Riverside, California, present location  
unknown 
Miss Chosen at the Brauer Museum of Art in Valparaiso, Indiana 

Miss Dai Nippon (Miss Japan) at the Department of Anthropology, 
National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institution in 
Washington, D.C. 
Miss Ehime, at Gulfport, Mississippi, destroyed in Hurricane Ca-
mille and replaced in 1988 

 
Miss Fukui, sent to Salt Lake City, present location unknown 
Miss Fukuoka at the Jordan Schnitzer Museum of Art in Eugene, 
Oregon 
Miss Fukushima, sent to Houston, now in a private collection 

Miss Gifu at the Cleveland Museum of Art in Cleveland 
Miss Gunma, sent to Brooklyn, now at the Morikami Museum and 
Japanese Gardens in Delray Beach, Florida 

 
Miss Hiroshima at the Baltimore Museum of Art in Baltimore 
Miss Hokkaido at the Putnam Museum of History and Natural 
Science in Davenport, Iowa 
Miss Hyogo at the St. Joseph Museum in Saint Joseph, Missouri[3] 

Miss Ibaraki (Tsukuba Kasumi) at the Milwaukee Public Museum 
in Milwaukee - the Messenger of Friendship is again on display 
due to the tsunami and earthquake in Japan 
Miss Ishikawa at that Montana Historical Society in Helena, Mon-
tana 
Miss Iwate at the Birmingham Public Library in Birmingham, Ala-
bama 

Miss Kagawa at the North Carolina State Museum of Natural Sci-
ences in Raleigh, North Carolina 
Miss Kagoshima at the Phoenix Museum of History in Phoenix, 
Arizona 
Miss Kanagawa, sent to Eugene, Oregon, present location  
unknown 
Miss Kanto-shu (Manchuria), sent to Manchester, New  
Hampshire, now in a private collection 
Miss Karafuto, sent to Wilmington, Delaware, confused with Miss 
Nagano 
Miss Kobe-shi, sent to Stamford, Connecticut, present location 
unknown 
Miss Kochi at the Carnegie Museum of Natural History in  
Pittsburgh 
Miss Kumamoto, sent to New Orleans, present location unknown 

Miss Kyoto-fu at Boston Children's Museum in Boston 
Miss Kyoto-shi at the Arkansas Museum of Discovery in Little 
Rock, Arkansas 

Miss Miyazaki, at the Hennepin County Library in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota 
Miss Mie at the University of Nebraska State Museum in Lincoln, 
Nebraska 
Miss Miyagi, sent to Topeka, Kansas, now in a private collection 

Miss Nagano, sent to Providence, Rhode Island, now at the 
Delaware Historical Society in Wilmington, Delaware 
Miss Nagasaki (Tamako) at the Rochester Museum and Science 
Center in Rochester, New York 
Miss Nagoya-shi at the Atlanta History Center in Atlanta 
Miss Nara at the Idaho Historical Museum in Boise, Idaho 

Miss Oita at the Springfield Science Museum in Springfield,  
Massachusetts 
Miss Okayama at the North Dakota State University Textile  
Collection in Fargo, North Dakota 
Miss Okinawa at the Cincinnati Art Museum in Cincinnati 
Miss Osaka-fu, sent to Newark, New Jersey, now at the  
Ohio Historical Society in Columbus, Ohio 
Miss Osaka-shi at the Newark Museum in Newark, New Jersey 

Miss Saga, sent to Philadelphia, present location unknown 
Miss Saitama at the Charleston Museum in Charleston, South 
Carolina 
Miss Shiga, sent to Miami, present location unknown 
Miss Shimane at the Children's Museum of Indianapolis in  
Indianapolis 
Miss Shizuoka at the Kansas City Museum in Kansas City,  
Missouri 

Miss Taiwan at the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles Coun-
ty in Los Angeles 
Miss Tochigi, sent to Charleston, West Virginia, present location 
unknown 
Miss Tokushima at the Northwest Museum of Arts and Culture in 
Spokane, Washington 
Miss Tokyo-fu, sent to Richmond, Virginia, present location  
unknown 
Miss Tokyo-shi, sent to New York City, present location unknown 
Miss Tottori at the Museum of the South Dakota State Historical 
Society in Pierre, South Dakota 
Miss Toyama at the Speed Art Museum in Louisville, Kentucky 
Miss Wakayama at the Nevada Historical Society in Reno,  
Nevada 
Miss Yamagata at the Maine State Museum in Augusta, Maine 
Miss Yamaguchi, sent to Chicago, now at the Museum of Interna-
tional Folk Art in Santa Fe, New Mexico 
Miss Yamanashi at the Wyoming State Museum in Cheyenne, 
Wyoming 
Miss Yokohama-shi, at the Denver Public Library through the 
1990s when it was entrusted to Denver Museum of Miniatures, 
Dolls and Toys after being restored 

(Source: Wikipedia) 

Japanese friendship dolls preserved in US over 90 years 
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Japanese Percussion Lesson #45: Let’s learn 
about Suke Tenten  

By Mariko Watabe 

There are dance videos and  

shamisen videos.  But KABUKI 

HAYASHI (Japanese  percussion)   

videos are rarely found or  discussed 

especially in English or with English 

subtitles.  

I have decided to make them as I  

believe this art is too precious to be 

hidden or lost. With the guidance of 

Master Katada Shinjuro, I am trying to 

uncover the world of HAYASHI by producing 

YouTube videos in  Japanese language with  

English subtitles.   

To view the previous videos  from #01 to #44,  
visit Tsuzumibito Chanel at YouTube  

Ohayashi-Juku (Kabuki Series) #45 https://
youtu.be/cM1Wc7EZ-9k  is about “SUKE TEN-
TEN.” This is the seventh topic of the “Character 
of Musical Instruments,” which compares the  
difference between the Western orchestra and 
kabuki music. 

The Taiko has existed for 2000 years now in Ja-
pan. The taiko was originally used for religious 
rituals. They were then used in Noh plays since 
the 14th Century. Kabuki started by borrowing the 
method and rhythm patterns of Noh.  

However, kabuki also picked up the music from 
different areas such as Shinto festivals. This  
video introduces thin stick method and a different 
set of rhythm patterns. Such methods and pat-

terns are used for music of matsuri, or festivals, 
but are also used for fun and lively parts of songs, 
even when they are not directly connected to  
festivals. 

This video demonstrates two different rhythm  
patterns, which are “Shichome” and “Shibai 
Shoten.”  I hope you enjoy! 

Mariko Watabe has been introducing Kabuki 

dance and music to American audiences   

nationwide for over 40 years. She goes by her 

stage names such as; Kimisen Katada for 

Hayashi, Kyosho Yamato for Yamatogaku, 

Kichitoji Kineya for Nagauta; and Marifuji Bando 

for dance.  

She is currently living in Los Angeles area.  

Her activities and performances are found at 

http://fujijapanesemusic.org  
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Uyehara Travel 

Once COVID-19 restrictions are lift, Uyehara Travel 

provides cruses, Okinawa tours, local tours and  

customized tours. Please contact Tamiko Uyehara 

for any questions at (213) 680-2499 and  

tamiko_uyahara@yahoo.co.jp 

お元気ですか？そろそろ旅行に行きたいですね。連絡ください。 

Okinawa Tour in 2022 
The 7th Worldwide Uchinanchu  

Festival  is postponed to October 

2022. To participate the world  

festival, Uyehara Travel plans the 

tour from Los Angeles, from  

Oct. 27—Nov. 4, 2022. 

mailto:tamiko_uyahara@yahoo.co.jp

