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Keep Japanese Culture Alive  

On April 29 in Japan Time, the Government of 
Japan announced the recipients of its Spring 
2021 Decorations. From the jurisdiction of the 
Consulate General of Japan in Los Angeles, Mr. 
Douglas Erber, former present of the Japan 
America Society of Southern California will be 
awarded with Order of the Rising Sun, Gold and 
Silver Rays.  

For nearly four decades, Mr. Douglas Erber has 
been promoting friendship, goodwill and under-
standing between Japanese and Americans 
through his work and volunteer activities.  

For 27 years, Mr. Erber was an active member of 
the Japan America Society of Southern California 
(JASSC), a prominent Japan-related organization 
in Southern California, having served as  
president for 17 years.  

As president, he oversaw the organization’s stra-
tegic direction, as well as planning and execution 
of numerous events and projects with the goal of 
promoting cultural exchange, friendship and 
goodwill.  

He also served as president of the Sister City  
Association of Huntington Beach, greatly  
contributing to understanding towards Japan, and 
promoting friendship and goodwill between Japan 
and the United States. 

In the aftermath of the March 11, 2011 Great 
East Japan Earthquake, as JASSC president, Mr. 
Erber worked with the Board of Directors and  
immediately launched the 2011 Japan Relief 
Fund to actively raise disaster relief funds.  

JASSC raised nearly $1 million by the end of 
March 2011, and increased that tally to more than 
$1.5 million by 2016, with proceeds going directly 

to aid victims and long-term relief through  
organizations operating in the disaster zone.  

In the years that followed the disaster, Mr. Erber 
often traveled to the region to visit organizations 
and facilities that received support through the 
JASSC’s relief fund. Also, Mr. Erber championed 
the Fukushima Youth Cultural Exchange  
Program, which ran from 2013-2018 and invited 
children from youth homes in Fukushima to Los 
Angeles, underscoring his long-term support to 

Japan’s Medal: Mr. Douglas Erber has  

promoted U.S.- Japan friendship for 27 years    

Mr. Douglas Erber, recipient of Japan’s Spring 2021 Decoration. 
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disaster rebuilding efforts. 

In November 2001, Mr. Erber 
invited Japanese Kite Master 
Mikio Toki from Japan to 
Southern California and 
spearheaded the establish-
ment of the Japan America 
Kite Festival®. In addition to 
kite demonstrations by Mr.  
Toki, the kite festival featured 
Japanese candy making, taiko drum performanc-
es and Japanese food vendors. The festival  
promoted cultural exchange between Japan and 
the U.S. and was highly acclaimed, drawing  
interest among major media outlets in Southern  
California. 

In 2013, the event drew approximately 15,000 
attendees, making it the largest Japan-related 
kite event outside of Japan. Also beginning in 
2001, Mr. Erber organized and accompanied Mr. 
Toki to public elementary schools in the greater 
Los Angeles region to annually present kite-
building workshops that teach up to 1,300  
students about the tradition of Japanese kite-
making using bamboo and Japanese washi  
paper. 

When Prime Minister ABE Shinzo visited Los  
Angeles in May 2015, the Consulate General of 
Japan in Los Angeles and JASSC co-hosted a 
large welcome luncheon. Mr. Erber helped coor-
dinate the attendance of Los Angeles Mayor Eric 
Garcetti and officials from Japan-related organi-
zations in the region, overseeing the luncheon’s 
planning and operations, making it a notable  

success. 

As a college freshman in 1984, 
Mr. Erber participated in an  
exchange program in Anjo city, 
Aichi prefecture, the sister city of 
Huntington Beach,  California. 
That indelible experience 
prompted Mr. Erber to return to 
Anjo in 1989, and he spent two 
years as an assistant language 

teacher and international  
coordinator.  

Upon returning to the U.S., he became the 
youngest-ever director to join the Sister City  
Association of Huntington Beach. Mr. Erber went 
on to serve as the association’s president for 
three years from 1994. During that time, he 
helped to further enhance ties with Anjo, includ-
ing the presentation of a Huntington Beach oil 
pump as a gift symbolizing the cities’ friendship to 
Anjo Industry Culture Park Denpark, when it 
opened in 1997.  

Subsequently, Mr. Erber has served as an  
advisor to the association, and he welcomed to 
Huntington Beach a visiting delegation from Anjo 
in 2002 to mark the Japanese city’s 50th  
anniversary of its incorporation.  

Mr. Erber was also involved in festivities  
proclaiming the two cities’ perpetual friendship, 
and contributed to the launch in 2014 of the  
Huntington Beach Cherry Blossom Festival (now 
known as the Orange County Cherry Blossom 
Festival). As advisor, Mr. Erber continues to work 
diligently to promote friendship and goodwill and 
cultural exchange between the two cities.  

Mr. Douglas Erber has promoted U.S.- Japan friendship for 27 years    

Continued from page 1 

Mr. Douglas Erber, center  in the photo 
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On April 29 in Japan Time, the Government of 
Japan announced the recipients of its Spring 
2021 Decorations. From the jurisdiction of the 
Consulate General of Japan in Los Angeles, Mr. 
David Mikio Yamahata will be awarded with  
Order of the Rising Sun, Silver Rays. 

David Mikio Yamahata joined the Los Angeles 
Fire Department (LAFD) of the City of Los Ange-
les in 1977 and became the first Japanese Amer-
ican captain in 1985. In 2011, he became the first 
Asian American and Japanese American Chief 
Deputy in the LAFD’s 125-year history. He has 
contributed greatly to the elevation of the status 
of not only Japanese Americans but also the  
larger Asian American community.   

Mr. Yamahata has been committed to serving the 
Japanese American community since his early 
career at the LAFD, where he became actively 
involved in basic fire education programs devel-
oped by the LAFD for local residents. He partici-
pated in monthly meetings of the Little Tokyo 
Public Safety Association as the LAFD repre-
sentative, provided information on disaster crisis 
management, and guided Safety Association 
members on improving safety at their offices.  

He has generously spread knowledge of fire-
fighting to various Japanese American organiza-
tions and has continued his contributions as a 
firefighting expert for more than 30 years, benefit-
ing the disaster prevention, security, and steady 
development of the community.  

In his role as Chief Deputy of Emergency Opera-
tions at the LAFD, he actively engaged in interna-
tional cooperation with Japan through firefighting, 
providing information on LAFD operations on  
behalf of the LAFD to research teams visiting 
from Japan, thereby helping Japanese local gov-
ernments improve their firefighting capabilities.  

Mr. Yamahata was appointed a member of the 
Board of Directors of the Nisei Week Foundation 
in 2015, and was named President in 2019. 
Drawing inspiration from his career as a firefight-
er, Mr. Yamahata designated “Fired Up” as the 

2019 Nisei Week Festival theme and developed 
various promotions tied to the festival to enliven 
the community.   

In particular at the annual Dodgers Japan night 
sponsored by the Los Angeles Dodgers in July 
2019, Mr. Yamahata called on spectators at 
Dodgers Stadium to participate in the Nisei Week 
Festival, introducing the festival to a wide audi-
ence, where baseball stars Shohei Ohtani and 
Kenta Maeda along with tennis champion Naomi 
Osaka were gathered that evening. At that year’s 
Nisei Week Festival, Los Angeles Mayor Eric 
Garcetti also participated in the parade.   

Japan’s Medal: Retired Deputy Chief of L.A. City Fire  
Department David Yamahata led Nisei Week events 

Retired Deputy Chief David Yamahata of LAFD, 

 recipient of Japan’s Spring 2021 Decoration. 

Continuing to page 4 
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Mr. Yamahata continued to serve as President 
for the 2020 Nisei Week Festival, which was 
forced to move online due to the COVID-19  
pandemic. Under his leadership, the organization 
revamped its website and created a long-term 
succession plan for the future of the organization.  

By turning the pandemic crisis into an opportunity 
for further growth of the organization, Mr.  
Yamahata continued to make significant  
contributions to the ongoing development of the 
festival.   

Mr. Yamahata first visited Japan as a member of 
the 2013 Japanese American Leadership  
Delegation program sponsored by the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, which ignited his interest in  
further involvement in the Japanese American 
community.  

Upon retirement from the LAFD in 2013, Mr. 
Yamahata used his vast knowledge to provide 

guidance directly to the community in areas such 
as basic medical assistance, safe rescue  
strategies, and emergency preparedness in the 
case of natural disasters such as earthquakes 
and tsunamis.  

At the Japanese American Cultural and  
Community Center, where he serves as a  
member of the Board of Directors, he provides 
guidance during the Center’s annual evacuation 
drills.  

Through his prominence in the Los Angeles  
community in his years of service as a firefighter 
achieving the highest rank ever in the LAFD as 
an Asian American, and in a range of volunteer 
activities in the Japanese American community, 
Mr. Yamahata has contributed greatly to the  
welfare of the community and the strengthening 
of the U.S.-Japan relationship through  
enhancing the relations between Japanese 
Americans and Japan 

Continued from page 3 

Retired Deputy Chief of L.A. City Fire Department 
David Yamahata led Nisei Week events 

Retired Deputy Chief David Yamahata of Los Angeles Fire Department, left, served the president of 

2019 Nisei Week. (Cultural News Photo) 



      Weekly Cultural News /  May 03 - 09, 2021 (Reiwa 3)    Page 5 

The Japan & Black L.A. Initiative aims to work 
with children, youth, and adults in the Los  
Angeles community – a city which represents 
the diversity of the United States – to share  
aspects of Japanese and African American  
culture that will broaden mutual understanding 
as global citizens. 
 
The Japan and Black L.A. Initiative grew out of 
conversations between the Consulate General 
of Japan in Los Angeles and pastors of pre-
dominantly Black churches of the UMC West 
District in the Greater Los Angeles area. 
 
As the second event of the Japan and Black LA 
Initiative, on April 22, the Consulate General of 
Japan in Los Angeles, together with Japan 
Foundation Los Angeles and the United  
Methodist Church (UMC), California-Pacific  
Conference, co-sponsored an online  
origami (Japanese paper folding) workshop with 
instructor Kathleen Sheridan of the non-profit  
organization Origami and You.  
 
Through the hands-on experience of making  
origami creations together virtually, the  
participants of the workshop deepened cultural 
and mutual understanding, enhancing the ties 
between the Japanese and Black communities.   
 

Close to 30 participants spanning multiple  
generations of the Black congregations involved 
participated in the virtual workshop. After a 
presentation on the art of origami, participants 
used the origami paper they had received prior to 
the workshop to make origami, guided by their 
online instructor.  
 
One participant remarked: “I think it is so 
important to narrow the divide between people 
in our communities. It’s really time to come  
together. These workshops are a great start to 
that effort.” 

Japan & Black L.A. Initiative aims to broaden mutual  

understanding of Japanese and African Americans 

Dr. Gloria R. Montebruno Saller, independent  
research scholar on Japan and Asia and director 
of the American Society of Hiroshima-Nagasaki 
Atomic Bomb Survivors, will give a Zoom presen-
tation with the theme of “Chronology of a Trans-
national Social Movement: Japanese American A
-Bomb Survivors and Their Community Newspa-
per” on Saturday, May 15 at 11:00 am in Pacific 
Time. 

 
This online lecture is sponsored by the National 

Coalition of Independent Scholars. Reservations 
must be sent to info@ncis.org by Friday, May14. 
 
 Dr. Saller will explain a chronology of the Japa-
nese American Atomic Bomb Survivors’ political 
and social activism from the 1960s through  
current times; and how these Japanese American 
Atomic Bomb Survivors confronted both the USA 
and Japanese governments to obtain medical  
relief/ benefits, and even though they failed in the 
United States, they were successful in Japan. 

Scholar to give online lecture on Japanese American Hibakusha 

mailto:info@ncis.org


                 Weekly Cultural News /   May 03 - 09, 2021 (Reiwa 3)   Page 6 

Japanese Percussion Lesson #46:  
Let’s learn about Works of O-Daiko 
By Mariko Watabe 

There are dance videos and  

shamisen videos.  But KABUKI 

HAYASHI (Japanese  percussion)   

videos are rarely found or  discussed 

especially in English or with English 

subtitles.  

I have decided to make them as I  

believe this art is too precious to be 

hidden or lost. With the guidance of 

Master Katada Shinjuro, I am trying 

to uncover the world of HAYASHI by 

producing YouTube videos in  Japanese  

language with English subtitles.   

To view the previous videos  from #01 to #45,  
visit Tsuzumibito Chanel at YouTube  

Ohayashi-Juku (Kabuki Series) #46 https://
youtu.be/-Rp31k-e3tY  is about the “Bass Drum 
vs O-Daiko (Big Taiko),” This is the eighth topic of 
the “Character of Musical Instruments,” which 
compares the difference between the Western 
orchestra and kabuki music. 

O-daiko is the biggest drum that is used for  
kabuki music.  The closest drum in a Western  
orchestra might be the bass drum.  Both drums 
produce a variety of sounds, including loud  
thunderous notes to soft whisper-like sounds. 

The major difference between the orchestral bass 
drum and the O-Daiko might be that the O-Daiko 
is used for a larger variety of purposes. They 

were used for ritualistic music, overture, sound 
effects, and playing the rhythm patterns in music.   

In this video, four different uses of the O-daiko 
are discussed as well as giving a demonstration 
of the rhythm pattern “Miya Kagura.”   Please  
enjoy. 

Mariko Watabe has been introducing Kabuki 

dance and music to American audiences   

nationwide for over 40 years. She goes by her 

stage names such as; Kimisen Katada for 

Hayashi, Kyosho Yamato for Yamatogaku, 

Kichitoji Kineya for Nagauta; and Marifuji Bando 

for dance.  

She is currently living in Los Angeles area.  

Her activities and performances are found at 

http://fujijapanesemusic.org  

Weekly Cultural News  

Only comprehensive source of Japanese Culture in Southern California  

One Month Subscription fee for $9 

https://www.culturalnews.com/subscription 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOtd5V9gQBwU3P1Gngr3TVQ
https://youtu.be/-Rp31k-e3tY
https://youtu.be/-Rp31k-e3tY
http://fujijapanesemusic.org
https://www.culturalnews.com/subscription
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Uyehara Travel 

Once COVID-19 restrictions are lift, Uyehara Travel 

provides cruses, Okinawa tours, local tours and  

customized tours. Please contact Tamiko Uyehara 

for any questions at (213) 680-2499 and  

tamiko_uyahara@yahoo.co.jp 

お元気ですか？そろそろ旅行に行きたいですね。連絡ください。 

Okinawa Tour in 2022 
The 7th Worldwide Uchinanchu  

Festival  is postponed to October 

2022. To participate the world  

festival, Uyehara Travel plans the 

tour from Los Angeles, from  

Oct. 27—Nov. 4, 2022. 

mailto:tamiko_uyahara@yahoo.co.jp
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Sakai Hoitsu (1761-1828) Cherry and Maple Trees, early 1820s, 
Pair of six-panel folding screens, overall size175 x 358.1 cm. The 
Metropolitan Museum, New York City. Purchase, Mary and 
James G. Wallach Foundation Gift, Rogers and Mary Livingston 

Griggs and Mary Griggs Burke Foundation Funds, and Brooke 
Russell Astor Bequest, 2018. Photo: Courtesy of The Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art. 

Japan: A History of Style 
New York / Metropolitan Museum of Art March 8, 2020 – April 24, 2022 
NEW YORK - The Metropolitan Museum of Art 
opened March 8 the yearlong exhibition Japan: A 
History of Style.  This exhibition celebrates a  
decade of remarkable acquisitions of Japanese 
art at the Metropolitan Museum.  

 
Showcasing more than 300 artworks over the 
course of four rotations, the exhibition highlights 
how recent gifts and purchases have transformed 
the Museum’s ability to narrate the history of  
Japanese art, by both expanding and deepening 
its collection.  
 
Each of the 10 galleries that make up the Arts of 
Japan, The Sackler Wing Galleries explores a  
distinct genre, school, or style, through a range of 
artworks representing nearly every medium, from 
ancient times to the present. 
  

The exhibition is made possible by The Miriam 
and Ira D. Wallach Foundation Fund. 
 
Several major recent acquisitions are shown 
alongside groups of rarely shown works that have 
been at The Met for many decades, demonstrat-
ing the way that newly acquired works expand 
and enrich the stories that can be told through the 
collection.  

 
These include Chinese Sages, an extraordinary 
pair of screens featuring ink paintings of ancient 
recluses created by an anonymous master of the 
Kano school at the dawn of the early-modern era, 
and Cherry and Maple Trees by Sakai Hōitsu 
(1761–1828), a colorful pair of gold-leaf screens 
depicting a blossoming cherry and a crimson  
maple that shows how Japanese aesthetics took 
a turn towards stylization and abstraction.  

https://www.metmuseum.org/exhibitions/listings/2021/japan-history-of-style
https://www.metmuseum.org/exhibitions/listings/2021/japan-history-of-style
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Setsuko Hayashi’s textile art works at LA Artcore  

gallery in Little Tokyo through May 23 

Lydia Takeshita Legacy 
Exhibit Series: 3 
April 7–May 23, 2021 

 

LA Artcore 
120 Judge John Aiso Street, Suite 
A, Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Gallery Hours: 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm 
Open by appointment 
Email: info@laartcore.org  
Phone: (310) 598-8867 

 
LA Artcore continues into the 
spring with its third exhibit in a 
series of 8 exhibits honoring the 
legacy of LA Artcore’s late found-
er and director Lydia Takeshita 
(1926-2019).  

 
Consisting of 22 solo and tandem-
solo exhibits, Takeshita’s exhibi-
tion schedule is reconstituted into a series of group exhibits 
and invites previously unscheduled artists into each of its 
exhibits.  

 
In its reconstitution, the Lydia Takeshita Legacy Exhibit  
Series aims to celebrate an increasingly broad scope of 
artists living and working in L.A. and beyond.  

 
This exhibit’s discursive framework is organized as a series 
of transitions where thematic connections are fostered be-
tween artworks. LTLES: 3 finds coexistences between di-

verse artistic strategies across disci-
plines, perspectives, and techniques. 
 
In the exhibit’s Central and East galleries 
Rodrigo Lopez (Long Beach), Evelyn 
Hang Yin (Alhambra), and Alan Joseph 
Marx (Hollywood) engage landscape 
through photography, video, sound, and 
painting.  

Their works navigate between political 
struggle, historical events, social move-
ments, colonial legacies, racial divide, 
labor, and ritual in their reimagining of 
possible futures.  

 
The works in the South, West, and North 
galleries, Sharon Louise Barnes (Ladera 
Heights), Setsuko Hayashi (Downtown 
L.A., Little Tokyo), Cindy Rinne (San  
Bernardino), and Teresa Flores (East Los 
Angeles) are created with tactile process-
es, techniques, and materials.  

Through painting, silk dye, drawing, mixed media, sculpture 
and textiles, the artworks enact a claiming of individual 
agency, cultural symbols, and mythological frameworks.  

 
In the North and East Galleries, ambivalent psychological 
and emotional states are explored in the paintings of Alan 
Joseph Marx (Hollywood) and Marla Fields (Northridge). 
The works locate vulnerability through visual rupture, 
stream-of-conscious figuration, raw materiality, and visual 
duality. 

Setsuko Hayashi at her textile art work. 

https://laartcore.org
mailto:info@laartcore.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EAoRLDrkZAaUD8tGrjba8MGlB3Vv5ohNi6SUvZaP7stX55q8GJlFAtrN8DowSz13iCVsgFy0BHfMO59l6HiK7tBY42LOeiY25ONuAd0ExiHreObBd1LHeioNR9eBsv3qyzrtDC7oS8JsmLHCH1-lTc22n4Y3kiASyRO0sOTNah8=&c=0tKyNCFxnWBL6Xhh9NNxX8CRrDukU3SqtghEAkJHzNFQK1-HR1-EC
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EAoRLDrkZAaUD8tGrjba8MGlB3Vv5ohNi6SUvZaP7stX55q8GJlFAtrN8DowSz13hm1VU3PnV1rQwbO5GQJN3TAizhrUuWk_XTAbCk3uNF0g91E7DxLD_cpc-ZtnTWGIU0KrCOBwtCA-ePogvxhBgubjHhIVMoR-&c=0tKyNCFxnWBL6Xhh9NNxX8CRrDukU3SqtghEAkJHzNFQK1-HR1-ECg==&ch=29NNP
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EAoRLDrkZAaUD8tGrjba8MGlB3Vv5ohNi6SUvZaP7stX55q8GJlFAtrN8DowSz13hm1VU3PnV1rQwbO5GQJN3TAizhrUuWk_XTAbCk3uNF0g91E7DxLD_cpc-ZtnTWGIU0KrCOBwtCA-ePogvxhBgubjHhIVMoR-&c=0tKyNCFxnWBL6Xhh9NNxX8CRrDukU3SqtghEAkJHzNFQK1-HR1-ECg==&ch=29NNP
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EAoRLDrkZAaUD8tGrjba8MGlB3Vv5ohNi6SUvZaP7stX55q8GJlFAtrN8DowSz13FzuDh8vTEKOpueIXUQeIqjrx66E-WQS6EbzjgXJY3GZx_NNmSbfQDrNdzMcojwBLmU8gg-T0CKI4ZQtOm3M6vA==&c=0tKyNCFxnWBL6Xhh9NNxX8CRrDukU3SqtghEAkJHzNFQK1-HR1-ECg==&ch=29NNPu7qCbr5b
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EAoRLDrkZAaUD8tGrjba8MGlB3Vv5ohNi6SUvZaP7stX55q8GJlFAtrN8DowSz13FzuDh8vTEKOpueIXUQeIqjrx66E-WQS6EbzjgXJY3GZx_NNmSbfQDrNdzMcojwBLmU8gg-T0CKI4ZQtOm3M6vA==&c=0tKyNCFxnWBL6Xhh9NNxX8CRrDukU3SqtghEAkJHzNFQK1-HR1-ECg==&ch=29NNPu7qCbr5b
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EAoRLDrkZAaUD8tGrjba8MGlB3Vv5ohNi6SUvZaP7stX55q8GJlFAtrN8DowSz13NJBNwHpepKaNerWxFxqlcs2jFcaEDS-T8uEslS2n35-p7vJHh25KbSf8X-H_RkB5RjH38ZjcBRGCXxtcyogYnGOKMICQYoSZ&c=0tKyNCFxnWBL6Xhh9NNxX8CRrDukU3SqtghEAkJHzNFQK1-HR1-ECg==&ch=29NNP
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EAoRLDrkZAaUD8tGrjba8MGlB3Vv5ohNi6SUvZaP7stX55q8GJlFAtrN8DowSz13Qtm_QptTGgLyLjkTI2FcsHDz2NyHPvtCVUbA5inToBTddRcDPzUWRETkW3z0PcxUHD0Fzu3_k8YlJl8DwCN0KGwWM6y8-2kIA1Ehq2tlk0c=&c=0tKyNCFxnWBL6Xhh9NNxX8CRrDukU3SqtghEAkJHzNFQK1-HR1-EC
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EAoRLDrkZAaUD8tGrjba8MGlB3Vv5ohNi6SUvZaP7stX55q8GJlFAtrN8DowSz133PzYBsV0NODt8v4KTuANoehq2FOCUV5inflrV3xSjv4R67-E46UpoX-CI4QJlImYdQYeDDBZ38rd_rznxRXY0g==&c=0tKyNCFxnWBL6Xhh9NNxX8CRrDukU3SqtghEAkJHzNFQK1-HR1-ECg==&ch=29NNPu7qCbr5b
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EAoRLDrkZAaUD8tGrjba8MGlB3Vv5ohNi6SUvZaP7stX55q8GJlFAtrN8DowSz13aU0a17dqdiaI5dE1BYCfTNzVROoPtbNuxGEeVS_Ioq3yVktz2GL0ZbTRYvhAsfQD4x7m4UY9I7T8RXOwBboFurnrUr-9KA81s17UloDnK-I=&c=0tKyNCFxnWBL6Xhh9NNxX8CRrDukU3SqtghEAkJHzNFQK1-HR1-EC
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EAoRLDrkZAaUD8tGrjba8MGlB3Vv5ohNi6SUvZaP7stX55q8GJlFAtrN8DowSz13CT_cDZghUOm3iMXEAt4koMVmH2KqH_BcZ9bJc30HAWkXTwfxObI9o3wPDDwttqjNGdNokxpG7oKkW2RD9zqrTI82Erq_Bq8ZfrSL1xSmjho1ee5FDgvuXYUZ6biTonko&c=0tKyNCFxnWBL6Xhh9NNxX8CRrDukU3Sqt
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From Hawaii, master taiko artist Kenny Endo to perform at 
AME-Tears of the Earth live-streaming concert, May 22  

HONOLULU - Taiko Arts Center in collaboration 
with Taiko Center of the Pacific will present a  

virtual livestream concert entitled  “Ame – Tears 
of the Earth,” broadcast live from the historic  
Hawaii Theatre in downtown Honolulu on  
Saturday, May 22 at 6:30 pm, Hawaii time.  

Featured artists include: master taiko artist Kenny 
Endo, Taiko Center of the Pacific Performing  
Ensemble, Taiko Center of the Pacific Youth 
Group, and special guests: Peter Rockford  
Espiritu and Tau Dance Theater (hula and  
contemporary dance), Todd Yukumoto 
(saxophone, flute), Abe Lagrimas, Jr. (ukulele, 
vibraphone, drumset), and Nawahine Lanzilotti 
(cello, voice).  

“Ame – Tears of the Earth,” is a composition  
originally created by Kenny Endo in response to 
the tragic events of 9/11. He dedicated the piece 
to the victims of aggression so prevalent in the 
world.  

This concert is an effort to speak out against hate 
and violence aimed at people of color and diverse 
backgrounds. Taiko can be used as a catalyst to 
bring these issues to the forefront and inspire 
change. Different cultures and art forms will come 
together on stage in a spirit of unity and respect 
for diversity. We hope to counter negativity with 
love and creativity through this musical  
performance. 

Rain is cleansing and healing. The earth and all 
its inhabitants are facing many challenges and 
collectively we are standing at a critical juncture.  

We must come together to foster harmony and 
recreate balance in the midst of chaos. The  
performing arts, limited by the Covid-19 pandemic 
for over a year, have the potential to heal,  
educate, inspire, and transform society. Music 
and the arts can be utilized to uplift spirits and 
create a better world.  

Kenny Endo is a world class taiko artist. A 45-
year career taiko practitioner, he has paved the 
way for aspiring taiko drummers and remains at 

the vanguard of the genre. 

Instrumental in popularizing the taiko art form all 
across the country, “Kenny Endo’s” name is  
synonymous with the word “taiko” in the greater 
musical world. He holds the distinction of being 
the first non-Japanese national to be honored 
with a natori (stage name and master’s license)  
in classical Japanese drumming. 

He has traveled the world presenting his music 
blending East and West. Most recently, his music 
was featured in the documentary on the 25-year 
history of the Honolulu Festival. 

A performer, composer, and teacher of taiko with 
numerous awards and accolades, Kenny Endo is 
a consummate artist, blending Japanese taiko 
with rhythms influenced from around the world.  
www.kennyendo.com 

Tickets are on a donation basis and available for 
reservation now. Reservations can be made at: 
(808) 528-0506; and on line at: https://
www.hawaiitheatre.com/upcoming-events/ or 
www.bit.ly/AmeTearsoftheEarth 
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