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Keep Japanese Culture Alive  

17th annual All-USA high school Japanese speech 

contest on June 26 at 1:00PM, PDT via Zoom 

LOS ANGELES - The Japanese Language 

Scholarship Foundation aka the Aurora Founda-

tion, in conjunction with the Consulate General of 

Japan in Los Angeles and the American Associa-

tion of Teachers of Japanese, will host its 17th 

annual All-USA High School Japanese Speech 

Contest on Saturday, June 26, 2021, via online. 

  

The speech contest will take place at 1:00 pm, 

PDT. To observe the speech contest, contact the 

Aurora Foundation at aurorafoundation@usa.net 

  

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the contest will 

be held remotely, online through Zoom, this year. 

Each participant will be logging in synchronously 

for this virtual event.  

  

This contest will provide opportunities for high 

school students studying the Japanese language 

in the United States (whose native language is 

not Japanese) to make presentations in  

Japanese and to inspire others to improve their 

proficiency in Japanese. 

  

It is also hoped that the contest will encourage 

students to further their understanding of Japan, 

its people, and its culture.  

  

In 2021, contestants were selected by the host 

organization of a regional Japanese language 

speech contest held in the USA or its territories 

between April 1, 2020 and April 30, 2021. Each 

regional contest sends one person to participate. 

  

The winner of this contest will represent the  

United States in the “Overseas Students’  

Japanese Speech Award (JSA) Contest.  

  

Prizes: One winner will receive a $500 scholar-

ship and a trip to the Overseas Students' Japa-

nese Speech Award (JSA) contest to be held in 

Japan in the summer of 2021 (if not cancelled).    

http://www.jlsf-aurora.org
http://www.jlsf-aurora.org
mailto:aurorafoundation@usa.net


Weekly Cultural News is an alternative publication for Monthly Cultural News which we had 
to stop the publication in April 2020 due to COVID-19 pandemic. 
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California State University Japanese American  
Digitization project wins national archivist award 
The California State University Japanese 
American Digitization project has been 
awarded the 2021 Philip M. Hamer and 
Elizabeth Hamer Kegan Award from the 
Society of American Archivists. 
 
The Society of American Archivists is 
North America’s oldest and largest  
national professional association of  
archivists. Their Philip M. Hamer and  
Elizabeth Hamer Kegan Award recogniz-
es an archivist or institution that has  
increased public awareness of a specific 
body of documents for educational,  
instructional, or other public purpose. 
 
The California State University Japanese Ameri-
can Digitization project has operated out of the 
Gerth Archives and Special Collections in the 
California State University Dominguez Hills  
University Library since its inception in 2014. So 
far, they have collected over 46,000 digital  
objects, all of which are available on their newly 
revamped website, www.csujad.com.  
 
The website includes all of the collections used in 
the database, lesson plans, digital exhibitions, 
incarceration camp maps, and many other re-
sources for students and researchers. 
 
“We’ve got tons of stuff,” says Greg Williams,  
director of the Gerth Archives and principal  
investigator for CSUJAD. “We continue to get  
donations of material—letters, photographs, and 
government documentation from the camps—that 
essentially document the everyday lives of  
Japanese Americans before World War II, in the 
camps, and after.” 

Among the most interesting recent additions are 
the papers of Aiko Herzig Yoshinaga, an activist 
for the Japanese American Redress Movement 
whose research into the background of the  
incarceration camps provided key evidence that 
led to compensation for victims of the internment.  
 
The archivists are also working on translating 
journals written by first-generation Japanese  
immigrants to the U.S. “Because they are written 
in Japanese, the authors are much freer and 
more opinionated than you often see in English-
language letters and journals from the period,” 
says Williams. 
 
The CSUJAD is an ongoing project, and Williams 
stresses that they welcome inquiries about  
donations or loans of material for the collection. 
Individuals or organizations interested in  
contributing to the collection are encouraged to 
contact Williams or CSUJAD Digital Archivist 
Yoko Okunishi through the project website at 
www.csujad.com. 

mailto:higashi@culturalnews.com
http://www.csujad.com
http://www.csujad.com
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Japanese Percussion Lesson #52:  
Yamatogaku and Narimono  
By Mariko Watabe 

There are dance videos and  shamisen  

videos.  But  KABUKI HAYASHI 

(Japanese  percussion)  videos are rarely 

found or discussed especially in English 

or with English subtitles.  

I have decided to make them as I believe 

this art is too precious to be  hidden or 

lost. With the guidance of Master Katada 

Shinjuro, I am trying to uncover the world 

of HAYASHI by producing YouTube  

videos in  Japanese language with English  

subtitles.   

To view the previous videos  from #01 to #51,  
visit Tsuzumibito Chanel at YouTube  

Ohayashi Juku (Kabuki Series) #52 https://
youtu.be/Tu-2nDR4_iU  is about “Yamatogaku 
and Narimono”. 

In this video, the history and character of the new 
music, Yamatogaku, is introduced which leads to 
the big development in the form of narimono. 

In the Meiji Era (late 19th century), Japanese  
music was influenced by Western music. Noh 
was incorporated into Kabuki music in order to 
achieve the elegance that Western music had.  
But that was not all.  After being a male  
dominated culture for hundreds of years, the  
music for women was born. It was called  
Yamatogaku.  It is a music that incorporates  
elements of Western music based on Japanese 
classical music. 

It was started by Baron Kishichiro Okura, who 
was the owner of Hotel Okura, at the same time 
an artist and musician.  He was inspired by  
female artists during his attendance at Cambridge 
University in England. In doing so, he created  
music that was open to women for the first time.  
He started by assembling renowned poets and 
musicians of the time. 

In the video you will hear old gramophone of  
lyrics and music by Baron Okura, which was sung 
by a famous opera singer of the time, Yoshie  
Fujiwara. You will also hear the Yamatogaku  
version of the same piece as well for comparison. 

Yamatogaku music was taken over by the late 
Hisamitsu Yamato, who was a renown composer 
and Nagauta musician. He made this music 
known to dancers all over Japan. Being the  
second headmaster of Yamatogaku, he com-
posed hundreds of innovative music pieces which 
caught on eye by famous dancers of the time. It 
helped Yamatogaku spread all over Japan.  

Over 80% of narimono, and percussion parts 
were composed by the late Kisaku Katada,  
a living national treasure.  Many new methods of 
narimono were created by him for this new music. 
Kisaku katada had brought the golden age of  
Japanese traditional music to Los Angeles and 
Hisamitsu Yamato also had a major concert there 
as well. 

This video introduces the history and character of 
Yamatogaku and a brief introduction to narimono.  

Mariko Watabe has been introducing Kabuki 

dance and music to American audiences  

nationwide for over 40 years.  

She is currently living in Los Angeles area. Her 

activities and performances are found at  

http://fujijapanesemusic.org  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOtd5V9gQBwU3P1Gngr3TVQ
https://youtu.be/Tu-2nDR4_iU
https://youtu.be/Tu-2nDR4_iU
http://fujijapanesemusic.org
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Uyehara Travel 
Okinawa Tour in 2022 
Uyehara Travel provides the 7th 

Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival 

tour from Oct. 28—Nov. 5, 2022 

from Los Angeles. 

Tour Fee: $2,800 + fuel surcharge, 

tax per person in twin room. $400 
surcharge for single room use. 

Early Bird Special: $2,600  
by Oct. 31, 2021 .  
Full price refund guaranteed by Feb. 28, 
2022. $300 deposit required upon  
reservation.   

     The Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival has 
been held in Naha, Okinawa  since 1990 to 
honor the achievements of Okinawan people 
from all over the world.   
     The 7th Festival originally planed in 2021 
has been postponed to 2022 due to COVID-19 
pandemic. 
      The 7th Festival will start the eve event on 
Oct. 30, and the main festival will be held 
from Oct. 31 through Nov. 3, 2022.  In 2022, 

many events also will be prepared for the 
50th anniversary of Okinawa Reversion from 
the U.S. Uyehara Travel also provides airline  
ticket arrangements for deviating plans.   

Uyehara Travel   

(213) 680-2499 
Email: Tamiko_uyehara@yahoo.co.jp 

mailto:Tamiko_uyehara@yahoo.co.jp
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Free Webinar by Cultural News 
Thursday, June 24, from 7:00 pm –8:30 pm 

Hiroshima Reconstruction After Atomic Bombing: 
Peace Memorial Park Plan by Tange Kenzo 

Register in advance for this webinar:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/

WN_1VAHnDb1QJOw9h8v1aslXw 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation 

email containing information about joining the 

webinar. 

This free webinar is a part of “Hiroshima  
Reconstruction After Atomic Bombing” series  
presented by Cultural News. 

Immediately after the tragedy of the 1945 Atomic 
bombing, people in Hiroshima started reconstruc-
tion of the city. In 1946, the Hiroshima City  
Municipality decided the master plan of the  
reconstruction including green belt and parks. 

By 1949, the master plan of Hiroshima Peace  

Memorial Park was prepared and the construction 

budget was allocated by the national government.  

In creating Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park,  

Tange Kenzo took very important role. Tokyo-

based architect Tange spent three years in  

Hiroshima when he was a high school student. 

In 1949, the national design competition for the 
Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park was held, and 
Tange won the first prize.  

Tange’s plan was extraordinary because that  
created the best solution for the Peace Memorial 
Park plan by planning the axis of the Atomic 
Bomb Dome over a river. In 1949, the preserva-
tion of the Atomic Bomb Dome was not decided 
yet. Designs of the second and third prizes did 
not include the axis with the Atomic Bomb Dome.  

In Tange’s plan, the axis made a right angle with 
Peace Boulevard. And the axis was set on the 
line toward the Atomic Bombing Dome. On the 
axis, a museum and memorial monument were 
placed as gates.   

The speaker of this webinar is Mr. Manabu  
Yamasaki from Hiroshima. Yamasaki is a retired 
city planner of the Hiroshima City Municipality, 
and a leader of public space utilization movement 
in Hiroshima. 

As panelists of the webinar, those who are  

promoting peace and culture will join from Tokyo, 

Los Angeles, and Phoenix, Arizona.    

Webinar 6/24 / Hiroshima Reconstruction After Atomic 
Bombing: Peace Memorial Park Plan by Tange Kenzo  

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_1VAHnDb1QJOw9h8v1aslXw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_1VAHnDb1QJOw9h8v1aslXw

