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Keep Japanese Culture Alive  

Academy Museum to grand-open on Sept. 30  
with unprecedented “Hayao Miyazaki” exhibition  
After two years delay of the schedule, the  
Academy Museum of Motion Pictures will finally 
grand-open on September 30, 2021. Hayao  
Miyazaki, the Academy Museum’s inaugural  
temporary exhibition, marks 
the first North American  
museum retrospective  
dedicated to the work of its 
namesake: the international-
ly celebrated artist and 
filmmaker Hayao Miyazaki.  
 
Curated by the museum’s 
Exhibitions Curator Jessica 
Niebel and Assistant  
Curator J. Raúl Guzmán 
and organized in collabora-
tion with Japan’s Studio 
Ghibli, which Miyazaki  
co-founded in 1985, Hayao 
Miyazaki features more than 
300 objects, including  
original imageboards,  
character designs, story-
boards, layouts, back-
grounds, posters, and cels 
from Studio Ghibli’s  
archives—including pieces 
on public view outside of  
Japan for the first time. 
 
The exhibition portrays the creative mind of an 
auteur and philosopher who for more than 50 
years has expressed his ideas across a broad 
and imaginative filmography. From the heart-
warming My Neighbor Totoro (1988) to the  
mystical, Academy Award®-winning Spirited 
Away (2001) and beyond, the retrospective  

incorporates all of Miyazaki’s animated feature 
films into a series of immersive environments that 
offer a journey both educational and experiential.  
 

Hayao Miyazaki is themati-
cally organized into seven 
sections. Visitors enter 
through the “Tree Tunnel” 
gallery, created to evoke 
the young character Mei’s 
path to discovery in Totoro; 
“Creating Characters”  
introduces Miyazaki’s many 
protagonists; “Making Of” 
illustrates the filmmaker’s 
early career and the found-
ing of Studio Ghibli, as well 
as the process of producing 
an animated feature film 
such as Nausicaä of the 
Valley of the Wind (1984). 
 
The “Creating Worlds”  
section includes the immer-
sive Sky View installation 
and captures the contrast 
between beautiful, natural 
environments and industrial 
settings often featured in 
Miyazaki’s movies; 

“Transformations” explores the metamorphoses 
his characters and settings often experience; the 
“Magical Forest” gallery, with its Mother Tree  
installation, highlights the interconnectedness of 
humans, nature, and the spiritual worlds; and a 
“Spirited Away-inspired portal” moves visitors 
gently from Miyazaki’s world back to the real one.  

Continued to Page 2 

Internationally celebrated  artist and filmmaker Hayao 

Miyazaki (b. 1941) 

https://www.academymuseum.org/en/exhibitions/hayao-miyazaki
https://www.academymuseum.org/en/exhibitions/hayao-miyazaki
https://www.academymuseum.org/en/exhibitions/hayao-miyazaki
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Accompanying Hayao Miyazaki will be a 256-
page, richly illustrated catalogue published by the 
Academy Museum and DelMonico Books and 
available when the museum opens September 
30, 2021. It includes a foreword by Toshio  
Suzuki, essays by Pete Docter, Daniel  
Kothenschulte, and Jessica Niebel, and the 
artist’s filmography. 
 
For the length of its 
run, the exhibition 
will be supported 
with film screenings 
in both English and 
Japanese in the 
museum’s state-of-
the-art theaters, 
public programs, 
and unique Studio 
Ghibli merchandise 
for sale at the  
museum store. 
 
Hayao Miyazaki is 
presented by the Academy Museum of Motion 
Pictures in collaboration with Studio Ghibli. It is 
organized by Academy Museum of Motion  
Pictures Exhibition Curator Jessica Niebel and 
Assistant Curator J. Raúl Guzmán.  
 
Technology solutions generously provided by 
Christie, and major support comes from the  
Arthur and Gwen Hiller Memorial Fund. This  
exhibition also is supported, in part, by the Los 
Angeles County Board of Supervisors through the 

Los Angeles County Department of Arts and  
Culture.  
 
In-kind airfare provided by All Nippon Airways. 
Special thanks to the Japan Foundation for their 
partnership. 
 

Timed advance admission tickets will be available 
beginning August 
5, 2021 at 9am 
PDT at academy-
museum.org and 
on the museum’s 
new app for iOS 
and Android.  

Opening on Sep-
tember 30, 2021 
in Los Angeles, 
the new museum 
will be the largest 
institution in the 
United States  

devoted to  
exploring the art and science of movies and 
moviemaking.  
 
“I know everyone involved in developing and 
opening the Academy Museum shares in my  
tremendous excitement at finally being able to 
invite the community in to explore our exhibitions 
and programs,” said Bill Kramer, Director and 
President of the Academy Museum of Motion  
Pictures. “We are deeply grateful to all of our  
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Spirited Away Film Still, Spirited Away (2001), Hayao Miyazaki © 2001  
Studio Ghibli –NDDTM 

 

Archives of Fun Companies in Japan  
To promote tourisms in Toyama Prefecture in conjunction with Hokuriku Shinkansen 
extension in 2015, ordinary people and public sector staff of the Toyama Prefectural 

Government including the governor in Dec. 2013 performed the dance of “Fortune 

Cookies in Love” with the music of AKB 48.  https://youtu.be/-oG4uW_iqmw 

https://www.academymuseum.org/en/exhibitions/hayao-miyazaki
https://www.academymuseum.org/en/exhibitions/hayao-miyazaki
https://www.academymuseum.org/en/visit
https://click.mail.academymuseum.org/?qs=29cae47b7a11f82f70a6416489bbc767c18f022c2028450a54800d0043af03363bc4c52a17cfc28f3f520fe54dc40ce6a6ba028516a3edb0
https://click.mail.academymuseum.org/?qs=29cae47b7a11f82f70a6416489bbc767c18f022c2028450a54800d0043af03363bc4c52a17cfc28f3f520fe54dc40ce6a6ba028516a3edb0
https://youtu.be/-oG4uW_iqmw


Weekly Cultural News is an alternative publication for Monthly Cultural News which we had 
to stop publishing in April 2020 due to COVID-19 pandemic. 

 
Shige Higashi, Cultural News Editor  

higashi@culturalnews.com  (213) 819-4100 
328 1/4 South Alexandria Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90020-2673 
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supporters who helped to bring us to this  
milestone and to the Hobson/Lucas Family  
Foundation, whose support in honor of Academy  
Museum Honorary Trustee Sid Ganis has made it 
possible for us to offer free admission to visitors 
17 and under.” 
 
General admission tickets for the museum’s  
exhibitions—Stories of Cinema, Hayao Miyazaki, 
The Path to Cinema: Highlights from the Richard 
Balzer Collection, and Backdrop: An Invisible Art 
— will be $25 for adults, $19 for seniors (age 
62+), and $15 for students.  

Admission for visitors ages 17 and younger and 
California residents with an EBT card will be free.  

The Oscars Experience — an immersive simula-
tion that enables guests to feel as if they are 
walking onto the stage at the Dolby Theatre in 
Hollywood and accepting an Oscar — will be  
accessed via a separate $15 ticket. A general  

admission ticket is required to access The Oscars 
Experience.  
 
Tickets will only be available through advance 
online reservations via the Academy Museum’s 
website and the museum’s new app, which is 
launching August 3.  

The museum’s public spaces are all accessible to 
visitors without a general admission ticket. These 
include: the Walt Disney Piazza and the Academy 
Museum Grand Lobby, which houses the  
Spielberg Family Gallery, Academy Museum 
Store, and Fanny’s restaurant and café.  
 
The Academy Museum will be open seven days a 
week, with hours Sunday through Thursday from 
10am to 6pm, and Fridays and Saturdays from 
10am to 8pm. The museum will require visitors to 
follow all current COVID-19 public health guide-
lines by the state of California and the Los  
Angeles County Department of Public Health in 
place at the time of their visit. 

Academy Museum to grand-open on Sept. 30  
Continued from Page 2 
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https://click.mail.academymuseum.org/?qs=29cae47b7a11f82f8980974969b5cf09b1df6c7b2e76b7234435361c110b4b6b6cab0eff5748d23ecedeff842c1dee25c47abd85288179bc
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https://www.academymuseum.org/en/visit
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Japanese Percussion Lesson #56:  
Narimono for Yamatogaku song “Edo Matsuri” 

By Mariko Watabe 

There are dance videos and  shamisen  videos.  

But  KABUKI HAYASHI (Japanese  percussion)  

videos are rarely found or discussed especially in 

English or with English subtitles.  

I have decided to make them as I believe this art 

is too precious to be  hidden or lost. With the 

guidance of Master Katada Shinjuro, I am trying 

to uncover the world of HAYASHI by producing 

YouTube videos in  Japanese language with 

English subtitles.   

To view the previous videos  from #01 to #55,  
visit Tsuzumibito Chanel at YouTube 

Ohayashi Juku (Kabuki Series) #56 “Edo Matsu-
ri” (Edo Town Festival) https://youtu.be/
HZRQ5AkD6lY  is the fourth song of Narimono for 
Yamatogaku. 

This video introduces a five-minute song “Edo 
Matsuri” that showcases the theme of Edo  
Festivals.  

The origin of seasonal festival dates back to the 
ancient period.  First, portable shrines appeared 
as vehicles for the gods that were carried on the 
shoulders of people during festivals in the Nara 
period (710-784).   

Floats and fireworks were added in the Edo  
period (1604-1868).  During the festivals, people 
prayed for many things.  For happiness, a good 
harvest, or even the elimination of a plague. They 
are established as regional events throughout  
Japan. 

During these celebrations you can see geisha 
girls leading floats with matching men’s attire 
where Kiyari songs are sung.  There are floats 
with shamisen, hayashi and elaborate Mikoshi 
(portable shrines) which go from town to town in 
high spirit.  

For “Edo Matsuri” there are four types of drums 
used, a big taiko , Shime-Taiko, Dai-Byoshi Drum 
and Okedo. The Dai-Byoshi Drum and Okedo 
drum are introduced in this video. 

Since it is the song that describes festivals in  
Tokyo, there are drums and rhythm patterns  
similar to those used in folk music.  However, the 
instruments are little more sophisticated as they 
are used for stage music and the rhythm patterns 
were made for kabuki music also. 

It is a short lively song that brings the image of 
parading geisha, Mikoshi, floats, and all of the 
festive excitement.   

Mariko Watabe has been introducing Kabuki dance and 

music to American audiences nationwide for over 40 years.  

http://fujijapanesemusic.org  

Weekly Cultural News  
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOtd5V9gQBwU3P1Gngr3TVQ
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http://fujijapanesemusic.org
https://www.culturalnews.com/subscription
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Uyehara Travel 
Okinawa Tour in 2022 
Uyehara Travel provides the 7th 

Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival 

tour from Oct. 28—Nov. 5, 2022 

from Los Angeles. 

Tour Fee: $2,800 + fuel surcharge, 

tax per person in twin room. $400 
surcharge for single room use. 

Early Bird Special: $2,600  
by Oct. 31, 2021 .  
Full price refund guaranteed by Feb. 28, 
2022. $300 deposit required upon  
reservation.   

     The Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival has 
been held in Naha, Okinawa  since 1990 to 
honor the achievements of Okinawan people 
from all over the world.   
     The 7th Festival originally planed in 2021 
has been postponed to 2022 due to COVID-19 
pandemic. 
      The 7th Festival will start the eve event on 
Oct. 30, and the main festival will be held 
from Oct. 31 through Nov. 3, 2022.  In 2022, 

many events also will be prepared for the 
50th anniversary of Okinawa Reversion from 
the U.S. Uyehara Travel also provides airline  
ticket arrangements for deviating plans.   

Uyehara Travel   

(213) 680-2499 
Email: Tamiko_uyehara@yahoo.co.jp 

mailto:Tamiko_uyehara@yahoo.co.jp
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The Japanese American Cultural & Community 
Center is presenting featured exhibition Torch: 
1932 Los Angeles Olympics Photos by Toyo 
Miyatake at the George J. Doizaki Gallery from 
July 11 – August 8.  
 
The July 11 opening event was a part of The Big 
Games in Little Tokyo program presented in  
partnership with the Japanese American National 
Museum (JANM), the Japanese American  
Cultural & Community Center (JACCC), and the 
Terasaki Budokan, in cooperation with the  
Consulate General of Japan in Los Angeles. 
 
In 1932, Toyo Miyatake (1895-1979) was hired by 
Japan’s Asahi Shinbun newspaper to document 
the Los Angeles Olympics. One hundred three 
Japanese athletes, the second largest delegation, 
won seven gold medals.  
 
While most of these were in swimming, Japan  
also made Olympics history in track and field 
when Chuhei Nambu broke the world record for 
the triple jump. The Japanese community here in 
Little Tokyo welcomed the athletes and celebrat-
ed them with a parade on 1st Street. 
 

For Japanese in the US, this was a complex time. 
Olympics nationalism is evident in both the 
photos and poems, echoing the expansionist  
militarism of the Japanese Empire. At the same 
time, years of anti-Asian exclusion and Alien 
Land Laws would eventually culminate in  
incarceration camps for Japanese Americans. 
 
These photos by Miyatake demonstrate his  
genius behind the lens. Translated poems from 
the Torch (1933) poetry publication, commemo-
rating the 1932 Olympics, are also on display, 
along with memorabilia from the 1932 and 1964 
Olympics. 
 
Gallery Hours: Tuesday – Sunday, 12:00 PM – 
4:00 PM, Closed on Mondays 
 
Experience the exhibit from the comfort of 
your own home: 
 
3D Walkthrough 
 
Issei Poets on the Olympics 
 
Selected Works from the Exhibit 

Japanese American Cultural & Community Center exhibiting “Torch: 1932 Los Angeles  
Olympics Photos by Toyo Miyatake”  
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