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Keep Japanese Culture Alive  

Japanese American Cultural & 
Community Center  
 
“Torch: 1932 Los Angeles Olympics Photos 
by Toyo Miyatake”   
Curated by Hirokazu Kosakia 
 
July 11 – August 8 
Gallery Hours: Tuesday – Sunday, 12:00 PM – 
4:00 PM, Closed on Mondays 
 
Japan-born Toyo Miyatake (1895-1979) was a 

prolific photographer during the 1930s. In 1932,  
he was hired by the Japanese newspaper Asahi 
Shimbun to photograph the Los Angeles Summer  
Olympics.  
 
Torch: 1932 Los Angeles Olympics Photos by 
Toyo Miyatake is exhibiting Miyatake’s photos 
featuring the Japanese athletes, and memorabil-
ia, and the Olympics Edition of Los Angeles 
Times. Accompanying the photos are bilingual 
poems from Torch (1933), a collection of Japa-
nese poetry published in commemoration of the  
Olympics, written by Issei poets of Los Angeles. 

Los Angeles remembering 1932 Olympics through 

photos, poets, newspapers exhibit at Little Tokyo  

https://www.jaccc.org/2021-events/2021/7/11/torch-1932-los-angeles-olympics-photos-by-toyo-miyatake
https://www.jaccc.org/2021-events/2021/7/11/torch-1932-los-angeles-olympics-photos-by-toyo-miyatake
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Little Tokyo’s “Torch” exhibition displays 1932 
Olympics Edition of Los Angeles Times  

 

 

Archives of Fun Companies in Japan  
To celebrate its 110th anniversary of the Osaka Municipal Transportation Bureau 
which became Osaka Metro now, in Dec. 2013, staff of Osaka Metro’s most depart-
ments performed the dance of “Fortune Cookies in Love” with the music of AKB 48.  
Please check the YouTube video at https://youtu.be/YzOaRnQsxNI 

Los Angeles Times, August 13, 1932 
 
NIPPONESE BOYS HAVE GREATDAY 
 
First Three Places Nabbed in 
Backstroke Final 
Olympic Mark Lowered for  
1500-Meter Race 
Two Capacity Crowds See  
Thrilling Events 
 
BY BOB RAY 
 
     With Japan’s sensational 
aquatic wonders sweeping the 
boards in the men’s events and 
America’s marvelous mermaids 
upholding the Stars and Stripes in 
the women’s competition, two  
capacity crowds were treated to a 
day of thrills and record breaking 
in yesterday’s morning and  
afternoon Olympic programs at the 
swimming stadium. 
      After Dorothy Poynton ,  
Georgia Coleman and Marion 
Dale Roper had finished one-two-
three for the United States in the 
women’s high diving to open the 
morning performance, a great 
American quartet, composed of 
Josephine McKim, Helen Johns, 
Eleanor Garatti Savilie and Helene 
Madison, would up the day in a 
blaze of glory by breaking through 
the water to new world’s record of 
4m. 33s. in the women’s 4X100 meters relay. 
                   RECORDs SMASHED 
     But in between these two magnificent efforts by the fair 
Yankee divers and paddlers it was all Japan. Nipponese 
performers carried off the first three places in the 100  
meters backstroke, the only men’s final to take place, and 
the Rising Sun of Japan also waved supreme in semi-finals 
of the 1500 meters free style and the 200 meters breast 

stroke. Olympic records were cracked to smithereens in 
both of the latter two events by the Japanese wonders of 
the waves. 
     The outstanding exhibition of the day was provided 
by Shozo Makino, 16-year-old Japanese schoolboy, 

who doffed his horn-rimmed 
glasses in the second heat of 
the 1500-meter, dived in and 
then negotiated the grueling 
distance in the spectacular time 
of 19m. 51.8s. to hang up a new 
Olympic record. Just previous-
ly, in the first semifinal, 
Makino’s 14-year-old team-
mate, Kuzuo Kitamura had 
reeled off the distance in 19m. 
51.6s to lower Arne Borg’s 
Olympic mark of 1928 by .02s.  
     Japanese enthusiasts are  
predicting that Makino and 
Kitamura will finish one-two in the 
final today, but they will be given 
plenty of competition by America’s 
Buster Crabbe, 400-meter  
champion, and Jean Taris, the 
favorite aquatic son of France. It 
should be a whale of a race, but it 
seems almost inconceivable that 
the winner will be able to get  
under the record set by Shozo. 
    In the breast-stroke semifinals 
all three Japanese entries  
qualified for today’s final when 
Reizo Koike, another 16-year-old 
wonder, spreadeagled his way to 
victory in the first heat in the  
record time of 2m. 44.5s.  

Yoshiyaki Tsuruta, the Japanese who set the previous 
Olympic mark of 2m. 48.8s. at Amsterdam, finished  second 
to Koike and succeeded in bettering his old mark, also,  
Tsuruta was timed in 2m. 45.4s.  
     Erwin Sietas, husky German, and Teofilo Yldefonzo, 
spectacular Filipino, also got under the 1928 record in the 
second heat of the semifinals.       

https://youtu.be/YzOaRnQsxNI


Weekly Cultural News is an alternative publication for Monthly Cultural News which we had 
to stop publishing in April 2020 due to COVID-19 pandemic. 

 
Shige Higashi, Cultural News Editor  

higashi@culturalnews.com  (213) 819-4100 
328 1/4 South Alexandria Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90020-2673 
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Almost two weeks before the opening of Tokyo Olympics 
2020 +1, the Japanese American community in Los  
Angeles on Sunday, July 11, celebrated the strength and 
history of Japanese American athletics by performances, 
exhibitions, and demonstrations 

 
This program was presented in partnership with the  
Japanese American National Museum, the Japanese 
American Cultural and Community Center, and the  
Terasaki Budokan, in cooperation with the Consulate  
General of Japan in Los Angeles.  

 
Activities at JANM Plaza (11:15 am - 11:45 am) 
    L.A. Taiko Ichiza performed, and  2018 Figure Skating 
Olympic medalists Maia and Alex Shibutani, and the  

Consul General of Japan in Los Angeles Akira Muto  
delivered remarks.  

 
Activities at JACCC (12:30 pm - 1:15 pm) 
      New exhibition Torch: 1932 Los Angeles Olympics 
Photos by Toyo Miyatake was opened. 
      These photos exemplify Toyo Miyatake’s genius behind 
the lens. English translations of LA Issei poets from the 
1933 anthology Torch, commemorating the 1932 Olympics, 
was also on display. 

 
Activities at Tersaki Budokan (1:45 pm - 2:45 pm) 
     Interactive Karate demonstrations by Shorin Ryu Karate 
and photo opportunities were provided for celebrating  
Japanese American athleticism in Los Angeles.  

Little Tokyo celebrates history of Japanese American  

athletics in conjunction with Tokyo Olympics opening 

Torch: 1932 Los Angeles Olympics Photos by Toyo Miyatake exhibition at  the 

Japanese American Cultural & Community Center (Cultural News Photo)  

Left from top to bottom: 

At the Japanese Ameri-

can National Museum 

plaza, Consul General 

Akira Muto, Taiko Ichza, 

and Olympians Maia and 

Alex Shibutani. 

Right: Shorin Ryu Karate 

demonstration at the  

Tersaki Budokan   

mailto:higashi@culturalnews.com
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Japanese Percussion Lesson #57:  
Narimono for Yamatogaku song “SHIRO” 

By Mariko Watabe 

There are dance videos and  shamisen  

videos.  But  KABUKI HAYASHI 

(Japanese  percussion)  videos are  

rarely found or discussed especially in 

English or with English subtitles.  

I have decided to make them as I  

believe this art is too precious to be   

hidden or lost. With the guidance of 

Master Katada Shinjuro, I am trying to 

uncover the world of HAYASHI by  

producing YouTube videos in   

Japanese language with English subtitles.   

To view the previous videos  from #01 to #56,  
visit Tsuzumibito Chanel at YouTube 

Ohayashi Juku (Kabuki Series) #57  https://

youtu.be/HPllG9yfkd0 “Shiro” or Castle, is the 
fifth song of Narimono for Yamatogaku. 

This video introduces the song “SHIRO” or  
Castle, that showcases the theme of an ancient 
castle and its narimono. 

Castles were built to protect the feudal lord  
settlements. The castle towers and the front gates 
are especially important for protection.  They are 
an architectural beauty as well as the symbol of 
the lords’ rule over their territories. 

The song “Shiro” of Yamatogaku is reminiscent of 
the glory and fierce battles of the old warlords  
after the castle fell. This music employs the bass 
shamisen, koto, as well as the core narimono  
instruments of kotsuzumi, okawa, taiko, nohkan 

flute, kane and also introducing the rei (bell).  

Noh patterns are mostly used in this song.  Two 
noh taiko rhythm patterns, “GAKU UCHIDASHI”, 
and “GASSHO” are introduced in this video.   

It is amazing to see the power of the shamisen, 
the koto, and the narimono that can transform 
simple poetry into a masterpiece. Please enjoy. 

Mariko Watabe has been introducing Kabuki 

dance and music to American audiences  

nationwide for over 40 years.  

She goes by her stage names such as; Kimisen 

Katada for Hayashi, Kyosho Yamato for Yama-

togaku, Kichitoji Kineya for Nagauta; and Marifuji 

Bando for dance.  

She is currently living in Los Angeles area. Her 

activities and performances are found at  

http://fujijapanesemusic.org  

Weekly Cultural News  

Only comprehensive source of Japanese Culture in Southern California  

Subscription for $36 per four months 

https://www.culturalnews.com/subscription 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOtd5V9gQBwU3P1Gngr3TVQ
https://youtu.be/HPllG9yfkd0
https://youtu.be/HPllG9yfkd0
http://fujijapanesemusic.org
https://www.culturalnews.com/subscription
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Uyehara Travel 
Okinawa Tour in 2022 
Uyehara Travel provides the 7th 

Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival 

tour from Oct. 28—Nov. 5, 2022 

from Los Angeles. 

Tour Fee: $2,800 + fuel surcharge, 

tax per person in twin room. $400 
surcharge for single room use. 

Early Bird Special: $2,600  
by Oct. 31, 2021 .  
Full price refund guaranteed by Feb. 28, 
2022. $300 deposit required upon  
reservation.   

     The Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival has 
been held in Naha, Okinawa  since 1990 to 
honor the achievements of Okinawan people 
from all over the world.   
     The 7th Festival originally planed in 2021 
has been postponed to 2022 due to COVID-19 
pandemic. 
      The 7th Festival will start the eve event on 
Oct. 30, and the main festival will be held 
from Oct. 31 through Nov. 3, 2022.  In 2022, 

many events also will be prepared for the 
50th anniversary of Okinawa Reversion from 
the U.S. Uyehara Travel also provides airline  
ticket arrangements for deviating plans.   

Uyehara Travel   

(213) 680-2499 
Email: Tamiko_uyehara@yahoo.co.jp 

mailto:Tamiko_uyehara@yahoo.co.jp
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The 17th Annual All-USA High School Japanese 
Speech Contest was held remotely, online 
through Zoom on Saturday, June 26, 2021.  
 
Each year, this contest provides opportunities for 
high school students studying the 
Japanese language in the United 
States (whose native language is 
not Japanese) to make  
presentations in Japanese and to 
inspire others to improve their 
proficiency in Japanese. The  
contest also encourages students 
to further their understanding of 
Japan, its people, and its culture. 
  
The finalists who participated in 
the contest were selected from 
among those recommended by 
the organizers of regional  
contests held across the country.  
 
For the contest, each speech was limited to five 
minutes, followed by a brief interview. The winner 
was decided by a panel of five judges, headed by 
Nana Suzumura, Assistant Professor, California 
State University, Long Beach.  
 
The contestants were judged based on the  
content and the structure of their speech, their 
Japanese language ability, overall impression, 
and interview responses. Their originality,  

creativity, and ability to connect with the audience 
were also considered.  
 
This year, the contest winner was Mikhail Roshan 
Tupaz of Notre Dame High School, Sherman 

Oaks, CA. In his speech titled 
“Lessons in Embroidery,” Tupaz  
powerfully described the importance 
of “taking the first step,” power of  
patience, and an attitude “to be  
thankful”—lessons he had learned 
from embroidery, a hobby he picked 
up during the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
He will represent the U.S.A. in the 
26th Japanese Speech Award 
(International High School  
Japanese Language Speech  
Contest).  
 

The runner-up was Amy Kim of Rancho Bernardo 
High School, San Diego, CA.  
 
This year, this contest was held online due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, but more than 300 people 
from all over the United States, Japan, and the 
whole world watched the live stream.  
For more information, please visit the website; 
www.jlsf-aurora.org 

Notre Dame student wins All-USA High School  
Japanese speech contest by Aurora Foundation 

 
 

   Help Cultural News by your donation to continue public programs 
    Cultural News provides not only subscription services but also free information on the webs 

    and emails. We need $30,000 fund annually. https://www.culturalnews.com/donation 

Mikhail Roshan Tupaz of Notre 

Dame High School, Sherman 

Oaks, CA 

 
The Shinto Shrine of Shusse Inari in America is looking for help from a CPA who is  
familiar with NPO tax filing in California. The Shinto Shrine needs a one-time help. Please 
contact at https://shintoinari.org/resources/contact/ 

http://www.jlsf-aurora.org/eng/
https://www.culturalnews.com/donation
https://shintoinari.org/resources/contact/

